
MILLENNIALS 
CIVIC HEALTH INDEX



ABOUT THE PARTNERS
NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON CITIZENSHIP
At the National Conference on Citizenship (NCoC), we believe 
everyone has the power to make a difference in how their 
community and country thrive. 
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Established in 2001 based on a recommendation of the National 
Commission on Civic Renewal, CIRCLE quickly earned its reputation 
for reliable, independent, timely research. CIRCLE’s work is widely 
cited in scholarly publications and most national news media and 
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to inspire them to consider careers in politics and public service.  
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cooperation between the academic world and the world of politics 
and public affairs.

Left and right cover photos courtesy of Mobilize.org. Center cover photo courtesy of the co.space.



Use your smart phone to:
Download the Millennials  

Civic Health Index

We would like to acknowledge and 

thank the following individuals for their 

contributions to this report:

Peter Levine, Director, CIRCLE

Kei Kawashima-Ginsberg,  

Lead Researcher, CIRCLE

Amber Goodwin, Director of Network 

Initiatives, Mobilize.org

Annie Lorenzana, Program and Com-

munications Associate, Mobilize.org

Laura Simolaris, Director of National 

Youth Engagement, IOP

Matthew Warshauer, Harvard Public 

Opinion Project Student Chair, IOP

Kristi Tate, Director of Community 

Strategies, NCoC

TABLE OF CONTENTS
Introduction .................................................................................................................................................................................................4

�I64FE:G6�+F>>2CJ .............................................................................................................................................................................5

Who are the Millennials? ................................................................................................................................................................6

!@H��@�/6�&62DFC6��:G:4��?8286>6?E� ......................................................................................................................8

/9@��?8286D�2?5�!@H� .................................................................................................................................................................9

Educational Attainment .............................................................................................................................................................9

�86 ..............................................................................................................................................................................................................12

&2CC:286�2?5��9:=5C6? .............................................................................................................................................................14

!:DA2?:4��24<8C@F?5 ...............................................................................................................................................................16

*68:@? ......................................................................................................................................................................................................17

Conclusion ................................................................................................................................................................................................19

Technical Notes ...................................................................................................................................................................................20

Endnotes ....................................................................................................................................................................................................21

Civic Health Index Partners ......................................................................................................................................................22



4   MILLENNIAL S C I V IC HEALTH INDE X 

INTRODUCTION

The glass is half full...
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The glass is half empty...
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(CIRCLE estimates) with a trend line in blue. (1972 excluded because it was an outlier.)
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There is a common media narrative, as well, that depicts youth participation as unpredictable, at 
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50% 
of young people did not  
vote in the 2012 election.
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Fig. 1: Voter Turnout Among 18-29 Year-Olds, 1972-2012
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
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 Q  Forty-six million American citizens are in the 18-29 year-old age range. They make up 

21.3% of the eligible voter population.

 Q  Young people are more ethnically and racially diverse than the older population. Just 

59.2% of 18-29 year olds identify as non-Hispanic white, whereas 19.9% are Hispanic, 

13.5% are African-American, 5.1% are Asian, 0.7% are Native American, and 1.5% are 

multiracial/other.

 Q  More than half (58.3%) of 18-29 year olds have gone to college, but 41.7% have never 

entered college.

 Q  In the current challenging economic climate, 9.7% of Millennials are unemployed, and 

although 62.9% are currently working, 31.2% of the working Millennials work on a part-

time basis. 
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EDUCATIONAL AT TAINMENT
 Q  Achieving more education strongly predicts the likelihood that a person becomes civically 

engaged. The civic gap between young people without high school diplomas and college 
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 Q  One important exception to this rule, however, is in social cohesion. Young people with-

out a college education are more likely to help their neighbors on a regular basis, even 

though they also show, on average, lower levels of trust in their neighbors.

43% 
of likely non-voters said it did 
not matter who was elected 
because Washington was 
broken.
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Age
 Q  Civic engagement generally increases as young people become older. Service, civic 

leadership and voice, local voting, and discussion of political and social topics increase 

gradually as age increases. While this principle largely holds true across the Millennial 

generation, there are some important exceptions:

 Q ���"��������
�������
����������������������������������������������
��������������
Millennials than the younger Millennials.

 Q  22-25 year olds, on average, have lower levels of social cohesion and volunteerism 

than their younger or older Millennial peers. The data are consistent with two hypoth-

eses. Those four years of life may represent a unique development stage during which 
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22-25 years old may represent a cohort that is relatively disengaged because of their 

experiences so far, including the recent recession.

Marital Status
 Q  A combination of marriage and having children predicts high social cohesion for Millennials. 

The two factors separately boost social cohesion by moderate amounts.

 Q �������������
�������������
�����������������������������
 �
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to civic leadership and voice, perhaps because the demands of single-parenthood interfere 

with being a leader.

Geography
 Q  Differences in geography do not predict civic engagement as strongly as education,  
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���������������������!�
�����������������
������ 
geography do exist.
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WHO ARE THE MILLENNIALS?
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22-25 year olds, on average, 
have lower levels of social 
cohesion and volunteerism 
than their younger or older 
Millennial peers.
 

Photo Credit: Harvard IOP
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The sum of percentages may not be exactly 100.0% due to rounding.

9.7% 
of Millennials are unemployed 
with 27.4% out of the 
workforce entirely.

Fig. 2: Distribution of 18-29 Year-Olds by Region and Urbanicity
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HOW DO WE MEASURE CIVIC ENGAGEMENT?
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authorized to expand this civic health assessment in partnership with the Corporation for National 
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22.4% 
of Millennials with college 
degrees say they always vote 
in local elections vs 5.6% 
of their peers without high 
school degrees.
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WHO ENGAGES AND HOW?

Educational Attainment
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These differences may indicate that education develops people’s civic skills and interests, but an 
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10.2% 
of Millennials with college 
degrees contacted a public 
official within the past  
12 months vs. 1.7% of  
their peers without high 
school degrees.
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Fig. 3: Non-Electoral Civic Activities by Educational Attainment, 18-29 Year-Olds
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20.5% 
of 18-29 year olds without 
high school degrees trust 
none of their neighbors vs. 
14.5% of those without high 
school degrees who are 30 
and older.

The sum of percentages may not be exactly 100.0% due to rounding.

  Not at all or less than once a month      Infrequently (one or a few times a month)   
   Frequently (a few times a week or more)
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Fig. 4: Trust in Neighbors, Exchange Favors with Neighbors by Educational Attainment
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Fig. 5: Helping Neighbors by Educational Attainment, 18-29 Year-Olds

Fig. 6: Trust Neighbors by Educational Attainment, 18-29 Year-Olds
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“As a community college 

student, I know it’s crucial 

that we make education 

more accessible and that 

we empower students to 

take leadership roles and 

share their voice both 

inside and outside of the 

classroom.”

— Jose Ibarra 

Mobilize.org Target 2020  

Florida Summit

Photo Credit: Mobilize.org
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Peer Pairing, Mobilize.org Target 2020 North Carolina Peer Pairing is a student-led 

�������������������������������!���� �
���������� ������������������	��������������
are paired with new students to provide support, advice and encouragementf strategies 

for adapting to a new academic environmentf coaching on effective study skillsf inside 

track on college support servicesf tips related to college policies and an opportunity to 

foster positive friendships.

Age

�G6?�H96?�DEF5J:?8�@?6�DA64:O4�86?6C2E:@?��:>A@CE2?E�5:DE:?4E:@?D�6>6C86�H:E9:?�E96�286�8C@FA
�
�:G:4�6?8286>6?E�86?6C2==J� :?4C62D6D�2D�J@F?8�A6@A=6�364@>6�@=56C
�+6CG:46��4:G:4� =6256CD9:A�
2?5�G@:46�� =@42=� G@E:?8��2?5�5:D4FDD:@?�@7�A@=:E:42=�2?5�D@4:2=� E@A:4D� :?4C62D6�8C25F2==J�2D�286�
:?4C62D6D
�/9:=6�E9:D�AC:?4:A=6�=2C86=J�9@=5D�ECF6�24C@DD�E96�&:==6??:2=�86?6C2E:@?��E96C6�2C6�D@>6�
:>A@CE2?E�6I46AE:@?D�

 Q ���"��������
�������
����������������������������������������������
�����������������-
lennials than the younger Millennials. However, there is no appreciable difference in the 

frequency of online discussion by age among Millennials.

 Q  The 22-25 year olds, on average, have lower levels of social cohesion than their younger 

or older Millennial peers. For example, the 22-24 group shows a slightly lower level of 

trust in neighbors than other age groups. 

 Q  Similarly, volunteering rate is lower for the 22-25 year olds (18.2%) than the younger 

(22.0%) and the older group (21.7%). 

18.2% 
of 22-25 year olds volunteer 
in their community compared 
with 22% of 18-21 year olds.
Photo credit: Harvard IOP

Photo Credit: Mobilize.org
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E:@?�C682C5=6DD
�&@3:=:K6
@C8�+F>>:E�O?5:?8D�C6A@CE65�E92E�E96�64@?@>J�H2D�E96�3:886DE�:DDF6�
E92E�6=64E65�@7O4:2=D�?665�E@�255C6DD
�,92E�O?5:?8�:D�4@?D:DE6?E�H:E9�A@==:?8�3J�!2CG2C5ND�"?DE:EFE6�
@7�)@=:E:4D��H9:49�7@F?5�E92E�E96�64@?@>J�H2D�E96�E@A�:DDF6�7@C����@7��	��D��72C�23@G6�962=E9-
42C6��49@D6?�3J���
��"*�%�ND�A@==:?8�5FC:?8�E96�����6=64E:@?D�D62D@?�2=D@�7@F?5�E96�64@?@>J�
to be the dominant issue.�

,9:D�492==6?86�AC6D6?ED�2?@E96C�4C:E:42=�@AA@CEF?:EJ� E@� :?E6CG6?6��2D� C6D62C49�92D�D9@H?� E92E�
4:G:4�962=E9�2?5�64@?@>:4�C6D:=:6?46�2C6�DEC@?8=J�:?E6C4@??64E65
� Participation in civic life not 
@?=J�4F=E:G2E6D�E96�D<:==D�2?5�?6EH@C<D�E@�96=A�J@F?8�A6@A=6�D64FC6�6>A=@J>6?E��3FE�DEC@?86C�4:G-
ic health on a community level helps build the trust, access to information, reciprocity, and civic 
:?7C2DECF4EFC6�E92E�6?23=6D�4@>>F?:E:6D�E@�H62E96C�2�4C:D:D
�+EC2E68:6D�E92E�6?8286�&:==6??:2=D�:?�
255C6DD:?8�64@?@>:4�:DDF6D��2D�H:E9�65F42E:@?��42?�J:6=5�>F=E:A=6�C6H2C5D�3J�4C62E:?8�A2E9H2JD�
7@C�:?5:G:5F2=�6?8286>6?E�H9:=6�DEC6?8E96?:?8�4@>>F?:E:6D�@?�E96�H9@=6
�

Strategies that engage 
Millennials in addressing 
economic issues, as with 
education, can yield multiple 
rewards by creating pathways 
for individual engagement 
while strengthening 
communities on the whole.
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The co.space, Mobilize.org Millenial Civic Engagement Summit The co.space project 

is a program where university students and experienced change-makers live together 

for two years. The purpose of the project is to grow and nurture future world-chang-

ers. Through the program, students are given opportunities to apply sustainability in-

novation and social entrepreneurship to local community projects and global intern-

ships. The co.space project believes that more and more young people are passionate 

about becoming global change-makers but are unsure of where to start. The co.space 

��� ������� ��� ���
��� 
�� ������������ ������ ���� �
������� ��� �
����� ������ !���� ������  
are removed. 

Marriage and Having Children

 6EE:?8�>2CC:65�2?5�92G:?8�49:=5C6?�2C6�>2;@C�=:76�492?86D
�,96�86?6C2=�A2EE6C?�:D�E92E�36:?8�>2C-
C:65�2?5�92G:?8�49:=5C6?�3@@DED�4:G:4�6?8286>6?E��H96C62D�92G:?8�49:=5C6?�H:E9@FE�36:?8�>2C-
C:65�5@6D�?@E
�,96C6�2C6�>2?J�A@DD:3=6�6IA=2?2E:@?D�7@C�H9J�36:?8�>2CC:65�2?5�92G:?8�49:=5C6?�
>:89E�3@@DE�6?8286>6?E��:?4=F5:?8�2446DD�E@�2�?6H�:?7C2DECF4EFC6�@7�6?8286>6?E��H96E96C�E92END�
E9C@F89�D49@@=D��DA@CED�2?5�C64C62E:@?��A2C6?E�2DD@4:2E:@?D��2?5�>@C6
�(?�E96�@E96C�92?5��E96�
56>2?5D�@7�D:?8=6�A2C6?E9@@5�>:89E�>2<6�6?8286>6?E�:?�D@>6�7@C>D�>@C6�5:7O4F=E
�"END�:>A@C-
E2?E�E@�=@@<�4=@D6=J��9@H6G6C��2E�9@H�E96D6�C6DF=ED�G2CJ�56A6?5:?8�@?�E96�7@C>�@7�6?8286>6?E
�

��DE2E:DE:42=�>@56=�H2D�6>A=@J65�E92E�6DE:>2E6D�E96�67764E�@7�>2CC:286��92G:?8�49:=5C6?��@C�2�4@>-
3:?2E:@?�@7�3@E9��H9:=6�244@F?E:?8�7@C�286��65F42E:@?2=�2EE2:?>6?E��2?5�!:DA2?:4�@C:8:?D��@?�E96�
7@FC�4:G:4�6?8286>6?E�4@>A@D:E6D
�*6DF=ED�7@C�286D��	���2?5�����H6C6�2=D@�4@>A2C65�E@�D66�:7�
E96C6�2C6�5:776C6?E:2=�67764ED�7@C�5:776C6?E�286D


�@C�&:==6??:2=D��E96�=:<6=:9@@5�@7�D6CG:?8�:?�E96�4@>>F?:EJ�AC:>2C:=J�E9C@F89�D6CG:46�2?5�H@C<:?8�
H:E9�?6:893@CD�:?4C62D6D�H96?�E96J�2C6�>2CC:65
�!2G:?8�49:=5C6?�5@6D�?@E�92G6�?@E23=6�67764ED
�
(?�E96�@E96C�92?5��7@C�E96�����286�8C@FA��6:E96C�>2CC:286�@C�92G:?8�49:=5C6?�:?�E96�9@>6�3@@DE�
civic involvement. Married Millennials are just as likely to serve in the community as unmarried 
����25F=ED�H:E9@FE�49:=5C6?�:?�E96�9@>6


�� 4@>3:?2E:@?�@7�>2CC:286�2?5�49:=5C6?�AC65:4ED�9:89� D@4:2=� 4@96D:@?� 7@C�&:==6??:2=D
� ,96� EH@�
factors separately boost social cohesion by moderate amounts. The same trends are seen in the 
����8C@FA
�&2CC:65�&:==6??:2=D�H:E9�49:=5C6?�C6A@CE�9:896C�D@4:2=�4@96D:@?�E92?�E96�����F?>2C-
ried adults without children.

Photo Credit: the co.space
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Fig. 7: Civic Leadership and Voice by Marital Status and Parenthood
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�@C�&:==6??:2=D��36:?8�F?>2CC:65�H:E9�49:=5C6?�>2J�24E�2D�2�D:8?:O42?E�32CC:6C�E@�4:G:4�=6256CD9:A�
2?5� G@:46�� A6C92AD�3642FD6� E96�56>2?5D�@7� D:?8=6	A2C6?E9@@5� :?E6C76C6�H:E9�36:?8�2� =6256C
�
�6:?8�>2CC:65�:D�2DD@4:2E65�H:E9�9:896C�=6G6=D�@7�4:G:4�=6256CD9:A�2?5�G@:46��2?5�D@�:D�92G:?8�?@�
49:=5C6?
��6:?8�>2CC:65�H:E9�49:=5C6?�3@@DED�E96�=6G6=�@7�A2CE:4:A2E:@?�3J�2�>@56C2E6�2>@F?E
��+66�
�:8���@?�AC6G:@FD�A286
�

Parents for College, Mobilize.org Target 2020 Florida Parents for College works with 

students enrolled at Miami Dade College Hialeah Campus to attend class while leaving 

their kids in the daycare center. The program works to prevent parents from dropping 

out by assisting them with reliable childcare services and access to a support through 

a network of student parents.

&2CC:286�2?5�49:=5C6?�92G6�5:776C6?E�67764ED�@?�5:D4FDD:@?�@7�4FCC6?E�6G6?ED�7@C�&:==6??:2=D�2?5�
7@C�@=56C�25F=ED��D66��:8
���
��>@?8�&:==6??:2=D��E96�8C@FA�>@DE�=:<6=J�E@�5:D4FDD�4FCC6?E�6G6?ED�
is unmarried and without children, perhaps because they have the most time and opportunity. 
�@C�E96�����8C@FA��36:?8�>2CC:65�3FE�H:E9@FE�49:=5C6?�:?�E96�9@>6�AC65:4ED�E96�9:896DE�=6G6=�@7�
5:D4FDD:@?
�%@@<:?8�2E�E96�C6DF=ED�2?@E96C�H2J��92G:?8�49:=5C6?�:?�E96�9@>6�:D�2�?682E:G6�AC65:4E@C�
7@C�E96�����8C@FA�C682C5=6DD�@7�>2C:E2=�DE2EFD��3FE�7@C�E96�&:==6??:2=D��92G:?8�2�49:=5�:D�C6=2E65�E@�
decreased discussion only if a parent is unmarried.

Photo Credit: Mobilize.org

Photo Credit: Mobilize.org
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Fig. 8: Discussion of Current Events by Marital Status and Parenthood
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Making Democracy Count, Mobilize.org Target 2020 Florida Making Democracy 

Count is a user-friendly web page that contains information for Miami Dade College  

Millennials on how to register to vote, access information on candidates, attend  

����������
����� 
������� 
������ ��� ����
��� ���������!��
��� ���
� ���
��� ��
���
��  
national level.  The platform also offers interactive political trivia and social media  

integration designed for a Millennial audience. 

Hispanic Background

!:DA2?:4�324<8C@F?5�2AA62CD�DEC@?8=J�4@??64E65�E@�=@H6C�C2E6D�@7�4:G:4�6?8286>6?E�:?�86?6C2=
�
�E�E96�D2>6�E:>6��:E�:D�@7E6?�C6A@CE65�E92E�!:DA2?:4�DEF56?ED�2C6�2E�E96�9:896DE�C:D<�7@C�?@E�@3E2:?-
:?8�9:89�D49@@=�5:A=@>2D�7@C�2�G2C:6EJ�@7�C62D@?D
��@C�6I2>A=6��E96�'2E:@?2=��6?E6C�7@C��5F42E:@?�
+E2E:DE:4D�C6A@CED�E92E�:?������
��@7�!:DA2?:4�2?5��
���@7��7C:42?��>6C:42?�DEF56?ED�5C@AA65�
@FE�@7�9:89�D49@@=��4@>A2C65�H:E9��
��@7�/9:E6D�2?5��
���@7��D:2?D
� To tease out the effects of 
65F42E:@?�G6CDFD�6E9?:4:EJ��2�C68C6DD:@?�>@56=�H2D�4@?5F4E65�E@�6DE:>2E6�E96�67764E�@7�!:DA2?:4�
324<8C@F?5�244@F?E:?8�7@C�65F42E:@?��>2CC:286��86?56C��6>A=@J>6?E��2?5�AC6D6?46�@7�49:=5C6?
�

,9:D�>@56=�7@F?5�E92E�3@E9�!:DA2?:4�@C:8:?�2?5�65F42E:@?2=�2EE2:?>6?E� :?56A6?56?E=J�2?5�D:8-
?:O42?E=J� AC65:4E� 6?8286>6?E�� 27E6C� 244@F?E:?8� 7@C� @E96C� 56>@8C2A9:4� 724E@CD
� (?6� 6I46AE:@?�
H2D�D@4:2=�4@96D:@?��H9:49�H2D�?682E:G6=J�C6=2E65�E@�!:DA2?:4�@C:8:?�3FE�F?C6=2E65�E@�65F42E:@?2=�
attainment. 

"E�:D�H@CE9�E9:?<:?8�23@FE�H92E�724E@CD�C6=2E6�E@�92G:?8�2�!:DA2?:4�324<8C@F?5�2?5�H9:49�@7�E9@D6�
724E@CD�>2J� =@H6C� 4:G:4� 6?8286>6?E� 2>@?8� !:DA2?:4� J@FE9
� "D� 4:G:4� 6?8286>6?E� C65F465�� 7@C� 
6I2>A=6��3J�E96�6IA6C:6?46�@7� :>>:8C2E:@?�2?5�>@G:?8�E@�2�?6H�4@?E6IE��3J� =2?8F286�32CC:6CD��
by the citizenship status of the individual or his or her parents, by cultural norms in Hispanic  
4@>>F?:E:6D�� 3J� 2� =24<� @7� @AA@CEF?:E:6D� 7@C� 6?8286>6?E� E92E� 2C6� 4@?D:DE6?E� H:E9� E96� J@F?8� 
A6CD@?ND�4F=EFC6�@C�6?G:C@?>6?E��@C�3J�:?67764E:G6�C64CF:E>6?E�2?5�6?8286>6?E�3J�4:G:4�:?DE:EFE:@?D��
Further research is needed to elucidate this relationship. 

15.1% 
of Hispanic students dropped 
out of high school in 2010 
compared with 8% of  
African Americans and 5.1% 
of Whites.

Photo Credit: Mobilize.org
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Region

&:==6??:2=D�42?�36�G:6H65�2D�=:G:?8�:?�7@FC�C68:@?D��E96�'@CE9��+@FE9��&:5H6DE��2?5�/6DE��2?5�:?�
FC32?��DF3FC32?��@C�CFC2=�4@>>F?:E:6D�		�AC@5F4:?8�2�E@E2=�@7���86@8C2A9:42=�42E68@C:6D
�%:G:?8�
:?�E96D6�5:776C6?E�A=246D�5@6D�?@E�AC65:4E�4:G:4�6?8286>6?E�2D�DEC@?8=J�2D�65F42E:@?��6E9?:4:EJ��
@C�@E96C�56>@8C2A9:4�724E@CD�5@��3FE�H6�O?5�D@>6�D:8?:O42?E�5:776C6?46D�C6=2E65�E@�86@8C2A9J
�
,96D6�5:776C6?46D�>2J�36�FD67F=�7@C�@C82?:K2E:@?D�2?5�=6256CD�D66<:?8�E@�6?8286�&:==6??:2=D�:?�
different parts of the country. 

�D�2?� :==FDEC2E:G6�6I2>A=6���:8
���D9@HD�E92E�FC32?�&:==6??:2=D�2C6�86?6C2==J�>@C6� =:<6=J� E@�5:D-
4FDD�4FCC6?E�6G6?ED�E92?�CFC2=�@C�DF3FC32?�J@F?8�A6@A=6
�"?�724E��4@?EC@==:?8�7@C�65F42E:@?��286��
!:DA2?:4�324<8C@F?5��>2C:E2=� DE2EFD�� AC6D6?46�@7� 49:=5C6?�� 2?5� 76>2=6� 86?56C�� FC32?:4:EJ� :D� 2�
D:8?:O42?E�AC65:4E@C�@7�E96�7C6BF6?4J�2E�H9:49�A6@A=6�5:D4FDD�4FCC6?E�6G6?ED
��FE�E92E�5:776C6?46�
:D�AC@?@F?465� :?� E96�&:5H6DE�2?5�+@FE9�2?5�23D6?E� :?� E96�/6DE
��FCE96C>@C6�� E96C6�2C6�G6CJ�
>@56DE�5:776C6?46D�:?�E96�2>@F?E�@7�5:D4FDD:@?�2>@?8�FC32?:E6D�24C@DD�E96�4@F?ECJ��3FE�CFC2=�
'@CE962DE6C?6CD�5:D4FDD�4FCC6?E�6G6?ED�>F49�>@C6�E92?�E96:C�CFC2=�4@F?E6CA2CED�:?�@E96C�C68:@?D


�@?EC2CJ�E@�DE6C6@EJA6D�23@FE�E96�D@4:23=6�+@FE9��2�&:==6??:2=ND�C68:@?�5@6D�?@E�4@CC6=2E6�H:E9�
D@4:2=�4@96D:@?�@?46�@E96C�724E@CD�2C6�244@F?E65�7@C
�!@H6G6C��CFC2=�C6D:56?ED�2C6�86?6C2==J�>@C6�
=:<6=J�E@�92G6�9:89�D@4:2=�4@96D:@?�E92?�FC32?�@C�DF3FC32?�C6D:56?ED
�,9:D�FC32?	DF3FC32?	CFC2=�
EC6?5�:D�4@?D:DE6?E�24C@DD�C68:@?D��3FE�E96�5:776C6?46�36EH66?�FC32?�2?5�CFC2=�2C62D�:D�D>2==6DE�
in the Northeast. 

0@F?8�A6@A=6�:?�E96�H6DE6C?�2?5�>:5H6DE6C?�DE2E6D�2C6�>@C6�=:<6=J�E@�A2CE:4:A2E6�:?�4:G:4�=6256C-
D9:A�2?5�G@:46�24E:G:E:6D�E92?�J@F?8�A6@A=6�:?�E96�'@CE962DE�@C�+@FE9
�+F3FC32?�J@FE9�2C6�=6DD�
likely to participate in these ways than urban or rural youth, when we control for other factors. 
�82:?��E9:D�?2E:@?2=�C6=2E:@?D9:A�4@?462=D�>@C6�4@>A=6I�C68:@?2=�A2EE6C?D
�%:G:?8�:?�FC32?�2C62D�
AC65:4ED�9:896C�=6G6=D�@7�=6256CD9:A�2?5�G@:46�:?�E96�&:5H6DE�2?5�+@FE9��H9:=6�:E�AC65:4ED�=@H6C�
=6G6=D�:?�E96�'@CE962DE
�%:G:?8�:?�E96�DF3FC3D�2AA62CD�E@�>@DE�?682E:G6=J�27764E�J@F?8�A6@A=6�=:G-
:?8�:?�E96�D@FE96C?�2?5�>:5H6DE6C?�DE2E6D��2?5�DF3FC32?�=:G:?8�5@6D�?@E�D66>�E@�92G6�E96�D2>6�
deleterious effect in the Northeast and West. 

“Urban areas like Detroit 


���!����������������
Millennial leaders and 

innovative thinkers. We 

are doing a disservice 

to our communities and 

our nation if we don’t 

better engage them in 

politics, civic dialogue and 

community challenges.”

— Jay Rayford, 

Mobilize.org Millennial  

Civic Engagement Summit
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Fig. 9: Discussion of Current Events by Region and Urbanicity
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�7E6C�244@F?E:?8�7@C�2==�@E96C�724E@CD��J@F?8�A6@A=6�:?�?@CE962DE6C?�DE2E6D�2C6�D:8?:O42?E=J�=6DD�
=:<6=J�E92?�E96:C�A66CD�6=D6H96C6�E@�6?8286�:?�D6CG:46	C6=2E65�24E:G:E:6D
�0@F?8�A6@A=6�=:G:?8�:?�E96�
H6DE6C?�DE2E6D�2C6�D:8?:O42?E=J�>@C6�=:<6=J�E@�6?8286�:?�D6CG:46�E92?�J@F?8�A6@A=6�:?�E96�'@CE9-
62DE�@C�+@FE9
��E�E96�D2>6�E:>6��J@F?8�A6@A=6�:?�FC32?�2C62D�2C6�D:8?:O42?E=J�=6DD�=:<6=J�E@�6?8286�
:?�E96D6�24E:G:E:6D�E92?�DF3FC32?�@C�CFC2=�J@FE9
�,9FD��2D��:8
���D9@HD��E96�FC32?�'@CE962DE�:D�
72C�369:?5�E96�CFC2=�/6DE�:?�D6CG:46
�'@E6�2=D@�E92E�E96�+@FE9�5:DA=2JD�2?�F?FDF2=�A2EE6C?�:?�H9:49�
rural youth are less likely to participate in service than urban and suburban youth. 

Charlotte Urban Farm Project, Mobilize.org Millennial Civic Engagement Summit  
Charlotte Urban Farm Project is an effort to create access to local food while meeting 

and engaging communities, individuals, and organizations where they are. The Project 

relies completely on recycled, borrowed as well as donated material and the farm sites 

act as a community space where citizens can initiate projects to meet their needs. 

Through the establishment of community-based CSA’s, the Urban Farm Project lays the 

groundwork for a much needed Charlotte-area food co-op system that is working to  

address food deserts.Photo Credit: Mobilize.org
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Fig. 10: Service by Region and Urbanicity
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TECHNICAL NOTES :
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CIVIC HEALTH INDEX

State and Local Partnerships

NCoC began America’s Civic Health Index in 2006 to measure the level of civic engagement and health of our democracy. In 2009, 

NCoC was incorporated into the Edward M. Kennedy Serve America Act, and directed to expand this civic health assessment in part-

nership with the Corporation for National and Community Service and the U.S. Census Bureau.

NCoC now works with partners in over 30 communities nationwide to use civic data to lead and inspire a public dialogue about the 

future of citizenship in America and to drive sustainable civic strategies.
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David Mathews Center
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Arizona
Center for the Future of Arizona

California
California Forward
Center for Civic Education
Center for Individual and  
 Institutional Renewal
Davenport Institute

Connecticut
Everyday Democracy
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Florida
Florida Joint Center for Citizenship
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Lou Frey Institute of Politics  
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#@9?�+
�2?5�#2>6D�%
�$?:89E��@F?52E:@?

Georgia
 6@C8:2��@CH2C5
-?:G6CD:EJ�@7� 6@C8:2
 6@C8:2��2>:=J��@??64E:@?�)2CE?6CD9:A

Illinois
Citizen Advocacy Center
McCormick Foundation

Indiana
�6?E6C�@?��@?8C6DD�2E�"?5:2?2�-?:G6CD:EJ
!@@D:6C�+E2E6�)C6DD��DD@4:2E:@?� 
 Foundation 

Indiana Bar Foundation
"?5:2?2�+FAC6>6��@FCE
"?5:2?2�-?:G6CD:EJ�'@CE9H6DE

Kentucky
Commonwealth of Kentucky,  
�+64C6E2CJ�@7�+E2E6ND�(7O46�
"?DE:EFE6�7@C��:E:K6?D9:A���+@4:2=�*6DA@?D:3:=:EJ�� 
�/6DE6C?�$6?EF4<J�-?:G6CD:EJ
Kentucky Advocates for Civic Education 
&4�@??6==��6?E6C��-?:G6CD:EJ�@7�%@F:DG:==6

Maryland
&2??2<66��:C4=6� C@FA
Center for Civic Education
Common Cause-Maryland
Maryland Civic Literacy Commission

Massachusetts
Harvard Institute of Politics

Michigan
&:49:82?�'@?AC@OE��DD@4:2E:@?
&:49:82?��2>AFD��@>A24E

Minnesota
Center for Democracy and Citizenship

Missouri
&:DD@FC:�+E2E6�-?:G6CD:EJ

New Hampshire
Carsey Institute

New York
+:6?2��@==686�*6D62C49�"?DE:EFE6
'6H�0@C<�+E2E6��@>>:DD:@?�@?� 
�'2E:@?2=�2?5��@>>F?:EJ�+6CG:46

North Carolina
North Carolina Civic Education Consortium
Center for Civic Education
NC Center for Voter Education
Democracy NC
NC Campus Compact
/6DE6C?��2C@=:?2�-?:G6CD:EJ��6A2CE>6?E� 
 of Public Policy

Ohio
&:2>:�-?:G6CD:EJ�!2>:=E@?��6?E6C�7@C� 
��:G:4��?8286>6?E

Oklahoma
-?:G6CD:EJ�@7��6?EC2=�(<=29@>2
Oklahoma Campus Compact

Pennsylvania
Center for Democratic Deliberation 
National Constitution Center

Texas
-?:G6CD:EJ�@7�,6I2D�2E�+2?��?E@?:@

Virginia
Center for the Constitution at James  
 Madison’s Montpelier
�@=@?:2=�/:==:2>D3FC8��@F?52E:@?

Chicago
McCormick Foundation 

Miami
Florida Joint Center for Citizenship
#@9?�+
�2?5�#2>6D�%
�$?:89E��@F?52E:@? 
Miami Foundation

Seattle
+62EE=6��:EJ��=F3
�@6:?8��@>A2?J
+62EE=6��@F?52E:@?�

Twin Cities
Center for Democracy and Citizenship
�:E:K6?D�%628F6
#@9?�+
�2?5�#2>6D�%
�$?:89E��@F?52E:@?

Millennials Civic Health Index
&@3:=:K6
@C8
Harvard Institute of Politics
CIRCLE
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C IV IC HEALTH INDICATORS WORK ING GROUP 

Justin Bibb
+A64:2=��DD:DE2?E�7@C��5F42E:@?�2?5� 
Economic Development for the County 
�I64FE:G6���FJ29@82��@F?EJ��(9:@

Harry Boyte
Director, Center for Democracy  
and Citizenship

John Bridgeland
CEO, Civic Enterprises
Chairman, Board of Advisors, National 
Conference on Citizenship
Former Assistant to the President of the 
-?:E65�+E2E6D����:C64E@C���@>6DE:4�)@=:4J�
�@F?4:=���-+���C665@>��@CAD

Nelda Brown
�I64FE:G6��:C64E@C��'2E:@?2=�+6CG:46	 
%62C?:?8�)2CE?6CD9:A�2E�E96��4256>J�7@C 
Educational Development

Kristen Cambell
�9:67�)C@8C2>�(7O46C�� 
National Conference on Citizenship

Jeff Coates
+EC2E68:4�"?:E:2E:G6D��DD@4:2E6��#@9?�+
� 
2?5�#2>6D�%
�$?:89E��@F?52E:@?

Doug Dobson
Executive Director, 
Florida Joint Center for Citizenship

David Eisner
Former President and CEO,  
National Constitution Center

Paula Ellis
.:46�)C6D:56?E��+EC2E68:4�"?:E:2E:G6D�� 
#@9?�+
�2?5�#2>6D�%
�$?:89E��@F?52E:@?

Maya Enista Smith
�@C>6C���(��&@3:=:K6
@C8

William Galston
+6?:@C��6==@H���C@@<:?8D�"?DE:EFE:@? 
Former Deputy Assistant to the President  
@7�E96�-?:E65�+E2E6D�7@C��@>6DE:4�)@=:4J

Stephen Goldsmith
Former Deputy Mayor of New York City
�2?:6=�)2F=�)C@76DD@C�@7� @G6C?>6?E�� 
$6??65J�+49@@=�@7� @G6C?>6?E�2E� 
!2CG2C5�-?:G6CD:EJ
Director, Innovations in American  
 @G6C?>6?E
Former Mayor of Indianapolis

Robert Grimm, Jr.
Director of the Center for Philanthropy  
2?5�'@?AC@OE�%6256CD9:A�� 
-?:G6CD:EJ�@7�&2CJ=2?5

Lloyd Johnston
*6D62C49�)C@76DD@C�2?5��:DE:?8F:D965�
*6D62C49�+4:6?E:DE�2E�E96�-?:G6CD:EJ�@7�
&:49:82?ND�"?DE:EFE6�7@C�+@4:2=�*6D62C49
)C:?4:A2=�"?G6DE:82E@C�@7�E96�&@?:E@C:?8� 
E96��FEFC6�+EF5J�

Kei Kawashima-Ginsberg
Lead Researcher, Center for Informa-
E:@?�2?5�*6D62C49�@?��:G:4�%62C?:?8�2?5�
�?8286>6?E���"*�%���2E�E96�#@?2E92?�&
�
,:D49��@==686�@7��:E:K6?D9:A�2?5�)F3=:4�
+6CG:46�2E�,F7ED�-?:G6CD:EJ�

Peter Levine
Director, Center for Information and  
*6D62C49�@?��:G:4�%62C?:?8�2?5� 
�?8286>6?E���"*�%���2E�E96�#@?2E92?�&
�
,:D49��@==686�@7��:E:K6?D9:A�2?5�)F3=:4�
+6CG:46�2E�,F7ED�-?:G6CD:EJ

Chaeyoon Lim
�DD:DE2?E�)C@76DD@C�@7�+@4:@=@8J�� 
-?:G6CD:EJ�@7�/:D4@?D:?	&25:D@?�

Mark Hugo Lopez
Associate Director of the  
Pew Hispanic Center
*6D62C49�)C@76DD@C��-?:G6CD:EJ�@7� 
&2CJ=2?5ND�+49@@=�@7�)F3=:4��772:CD�

Sean Parker
Co-Founder and Chairman of Causes on 
�2463@@<�&J+A246
�@F?5:?8�)C6D:56?E�@7��2463@@<�

Kenneth Prewitt
�@C>6C��:C64E@C�@7�E96�-?:E65�+E2E6D� 
Census Bureau
�2C?68:6�)C@76DD@C�@7�)F3=:4��772:CD�2?5� 
E96�.:46	)C6D:56?E�7@C� =@32=��6?E6CD�2E�
�@=F>3:2�-?:G6CD:EJ

Robert Putnam
Peter and Isabel Malkin Professor of Public 
)@=:4J��$6??65J�+49@@=�@7� @G6C?>6?E�2E�
!2CG2C5�-?:G6CD:EJ
�@F?56C��+28F2C@�+6>:?2C
�FE9@C�@7��@H=:?8��=@?6��,96��@==2AD6�2?5�
Revival of American Community 

Thomas Sander
�I64FE:G6��:C64E@C��E96�+28F2C@�+6>:?2C��
!2CG2C5�-?:G6CD:EJ 
 
David B. Smith
+6?:@C��5G:D@C��'2E:@?2=��@?76C6?46�@?�
Citizenship
�@F?56C��&@3:=:K6
@C8�

Heather Smith
Executive Director, Rock the Vote 

Max Stier
Executive Director,  
)2CE?6CD9:A�7@C�)F3=:4�+6CG:46

Michael Stout
�DD@4:2E6�)C@76DD@C�@7�+@4:@=@8J�� 
&:DD@FC:�+E2E6�-?:G6CD:EJ

Kristi Tate
�:C64E@C�@7��@>>F?:EJ�+EC2E68:6D�� 
National Conference on Citizenship

Michael Weiser
Chairman,  
National Conference on Citizenship 

Jonathan Zaff
Vice President for Research,  
America’s Promise Alliance

Ilir Zherka
Executive Director, National Conference  
on Citizenship




