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NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON CITIZENSHIP
At the National Conference on Citizenship (NCoC), we  
believe everyone has the power to make a difference in how 
their community and country thrive. 
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INTRODUCTION

�� H;I;7H9>� J;7C� <HEC� J>;� .D?L;HI?JO� E<� �;DJH7B� )AB7>EC7WI� �C;H?97D� 
�;CE9H79O�*HE@;9J	�)AB7>EC7��7CFKI��ECF79J	�7D:�(�E���J>;�(7J?ED7B�
�ED<;H;D9;�ED��?J?P;DI>?F��FHE:K9;:�J>;�XHIJ�Oklahoma Civic Health Index 

?D�����0;�;N7C?D;:�J>;�9?L?9�>;7BJ>�E<�)AB7>EC7�8O�BEEA?D=�7J�XL;�A;O�
C;7IKH;I�E<�9?L?9�>;7BJ>�<HEC�J>;�.�,���;DIKI��KHH;DJ�*EFKB7J?ED�,KHL;O�
��*,��,KFFB;C;DJI�?D�7�D7J?ED7B�9EDJ;NJ��LEBKDJ;;H?D=�7D:�I;HL?9;	�FEB?J?97B�
79J?ED	�IE9?7B�9EDD;9J?ED	�8;BED=?D=�JE�7�=HEKF	�7D:�MEHA?D=�M?J>�D;?=>8EHI�

�K?B:?D=�ED�J>;�XHIJ�H;FEHJWI�XD:?D=I	�7D:�;N7C?D?D=�7�CEH;�9ECFH;>;DI?L;�I;J�E<�?D:?97JEHI	�J>;�
2012 Oklahoma Civic Health Index concentrates on civic skills and voter education, with special 
<E9KI�ED�)AB7>EC7�FEB?J?9I�7D:�9?J?P;D�;D=7=;C;DJ��->;�H;FEHJ�?D9BK:;I�D;M�C;7IKH;I�IK9>�7I�
JHKIJ�E<�D;?=>8EHI	�9EDX:;D9;�?D�?DIJ?JKJ?EDI	�EDB?D;�;D=7=;C;DJ	�7D:�BE97B�LEJ?D=���I�J>;�CEL;-
C;DJ�<EH�9?L?9�B;7HD?D=�=HEMI�M?J>?D�)AB7>EC7�7D:�J>;�.D?J;:�,J7J;I	�DEM�?I�J>;�9H?J?97B�J?C;�JE�
explore these issues in more detail.

Photo credits this page: Daniel Smith,  

Director of Photographic Services, University  

of Central Oklahoma
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“Civic Learning for Democracy’s Future”

#D�$7DK7HO���	�.�,��,;9H;J7HO�E<��:K97J?ED��HD;��KD97D�7D:�D7J?ED7B�;:K97J?ED�B;7:;HI�@E?D;:�
JE=;J>;H�<EH�7�0>?J;�"EKI;
IFEDIEH;:�;L;DJ�JE�?DL?J;�7�D7J?ED7B�9EDL;HI7J?ED�ED�J>;�I?=D?X97D9;�
E<�;:K97J?D=�IJK:;DJI�<EH�?D<EHC;:	�;D=7=;:	�7D:�FHE:K9J?L;�9?J?P;DI>?F��

�I�.�,��.D:;H�,;9H;J7HO�E<��:K97J?ED�'7HJ>7�$��%7DJ;H�FE?DJI�EKJ�?D�U�?L?9�&;7HD?D=�<EH��;CE9-
H79OWI� KJKH;	V�J>;�)87C7�7:C?D?IJH7J?ED�>7I�8;;D�MEHA?D=�JE�JH7DI<EHC�FK8B?9�;:K97J?ED�M?J>�7�
97BB�JE�79J?ED�JE�J>;�IJ7J;I�� EHJO
XL;�IJ7J;I�7D:�J>;��?IJH?9J�E<��EBKC8?7�>7L;�7:EFJ;:�7�I;J�E<�
9ECCED�9EH;�IJ7D:7H:I�:;I?=D;:�JE�?D9H;7I;�IJK:;DJ�FHEX9?;D9O�?D��D=B?I>�7D:�C7J>;C7J?9I	� 
:;CEDIJH7J?D=� 7� :;I?H;� <EH� >?=>� I9>EEB� =H7:K7J;I� JE� 8;� FH;F7H;:� <EH� 9EBB;=;
B;L;B� MEHA�� U�?L?9�
B;7HD?D=	� 7D:� ;:K97J?EDWI� L?J7B� FKHFEI;� JE� 9KBJ?L7J;� ;D=7=;:� 7D:� ;<<;9J?L;� 9?J?P;DI	V� %7DJ;H� 
;NFB7?DI	�U?I�7�D7J?ED7B�?CF;H7J?L;���D:�8O�9?L?9�B;7HD?D=�M;�9;HJ7?DBO�C;7D�9?L?9�ADEMB;:=;�7D:�
IA?BBI�7I�?DIJHK9J?ED7B�9EDJ;DJ	�8KJ�M;�7BIE�C;7D�EFFEHJKD?J?;I�<EH�?D9H;7I;:�IE9?7B�;D=7=;C;DJ�
7I�7FFB?;:�B;7HD?D=�S�7I�7�IJH7J;=O�JE�:;B?L;H�CEH;�;<<;9J?L;�?DIJHK9J?ED	�79HEII�7�8HE7:�H7D=;�E<�
disciplines.”1

Civic Learning in Oklahoma: College, Career and Citizen Ready

"EM�97D�M;�;D=7=;�EKH�OEKD=�F;EFB;�?D�J>;�:;CE9H7J?9�FHE9;II	�J;79>�J>;C�>78?JI�E<�9?L?9�7D:�
IE9?7B�H;IFEDI?8?B?JO	�7D:�?DIJ?BB�?D�J>;C�7�9ECC?JC;DJ�JE�9?L?9�L?HJK;�7D:�B?<;BED=�B;7HD?D=��->;I;�
J>;C;I�>7L;�8;;D�F7HJ�E<�7D�ED=E?D=�D7J?ED7B�;:K97J?ED�:?I9KII?ED	�7I�M;BB�7I�7�CEL;C;DJ�7J�
J>;�IJ7J;� B;L;B�� #D����	� J>;�IJ7J;�E<�)AB7>EC7�H;L?I;:�J>;�*H;
%
���IE9?7B�IJK:?;I�9KHH?9KBKC�
standards with an intentional commitment to civic skills.

,J7J;�,KF;H?DJ;D:;DJ�E<�*K8B?9�#DIJHK9J?ED�$7D;J�����7HH;I?��7D:�J>;�)AB7>EC7�,J7J;��;F7HJC;DJ�
E<��:K97J?ED�>7L;�:;L;BEF;:�7�CEH;�L?8H7DJ�7D:�H?=EHEKI�IE9?7B�IJK:?;I�<H7C;MEHA�<E9KI;:�ED�9?J?-
P;DI>?F�B?J;H79O��->?I�D;M����FB7D	�EH�U9EBB;=;	�97H;;H�7D:�9?J?P;D�H;7:O	V�H;FH;I;DJI�J>;�XHIJ�J?C;�
?D�)AB7>EC7�J>7J�J>;�IE9?7B�IJK:?;I�9KHH?9KBKC�E<<;HI�7�I;7CB;II�9?J?P;DI>?F�;:K97J?ED�<H7C;MEHA�
<HEC�*H;
%
����U�O� J>;�O;7H���	V��7HH;I?�>7I�C7?DJ7?D;:� ?D� J>;�D;M����*B7D	� U;79>�IJK:;DJ�
=H7:K7J?D=�<HEC�7D�)AB7>EC7�>?=>�I9>EEB�CKIJ�8;�9EBB;=;	�97H;;H�7D:�9?J?P;D�H;7:O�V2 

Citizen Engagement and the Economy

0>7J�7H;�J>;�9EDD;9J?EDI�8;JM;;D�;:K97J?ED	�9?L?9I	�7D:�J>;�;9EDECO��0;�I;;�7�B?DA�8;JM;;D�
9?L?9�;D=7=;C;DJ�7D:�;9EDEC?9�H;I?B?;D9;��0;�ADEM�J>7J�J>;�KD;CFBEOC;DJ�H7J;�<EH��C;H?97DI�
M?J>�7�87997B7KH;7J;�:;=H;;�?I�78EKJ�>7B<�J>;�D7J?ED7B�7L;H7=;����H;9;DJ�IJK:O�8O�(�E��XD:I�J>7J�
9?J?;I	�9EKDJ?;I	�7D:�IJ7J;I�M?J>�IJHED=�9?L?9�;D=7=;C;DJ	�F7HJ?9KB7HBO�;NFH;II;:�J>HEK=>�IE9?7B�
9E>;I?ED�7D:�7�9ECCKD?JOWI�DEDFHEXJ�EH=7D?P7J?ED�?D<H7IJHK9JKH;	�;NF;H?;D9;:�BEM;H�?D9H;7I;I�?D�
KD;CFBEOC;DJ�:KH?D=�J>;�;9EDEC?9�H;9;II?ED�3 )AB7>EC7WI�KD;CFBEOC;DJ�H7J;�H;C7?DI�7HEKD:�
���M>?B;�J>;�D7J?ED7B�KD;CFBEOC;DJ�H7J;�?I�7FFHEN?C7J;BO�������#D�,;FJ;C8;H����	�!EL;HDEH�
'7HO� 7BB?D�7D:��>7D9;BBEH�!B;D�$E>DIED�E<� J>;�)AB7>EC7�,J7J;�+;=;DJI�<EH�"?=>;H��:K97J?ED�
7DDEKD9;:�)AB7>EC7WI�F7HJ?9?F7J?ED�?D��ECFB;J;��EBB;=;��C;H?97�M?J>�J>;�=E7B�E<�?D9H;7I?D=�J>;�
DKC8;H�E<�:;=H;;I�7D:�9;HJ?X97J;I�?D�)AB7>EC7�8O��	��F;H�O;7H�<EH����O;7HI	�EH�7�����?D9H;7I;�
?D�:;=H;;�9ECFB;J?ED�8O������->?I�H;I;7H9>�:;CEDIJH7J;I�J>7J�FH;F7H?D=�OEKD=�F;EFB;�JE�F7H-
ticipate more fully in our communities, democracy, and economy are of the utmost importance. 

0;�I;;�L7BK;�?D�;NFBEH?D=�J>;�9?L?9�>;7BJ>�E<�)AB7>EC7�J>HEK=>�J>;�B;DI�E<�9?L?9�IA?BBI�7D:�LEJ;H�
;:K97J?ED	�7D:�>EF;�J>?I�H;FEHJ�97J7BOP;I�D;M�:?7BE=K;�7D:�79J?ED�79HEII�J>;�IJ7J;��0;�?DL?J;�
OEK�JE�?DL;IJ�?D�J>;�9?L?9�>;7BJ>�E<�)AB7>EC7WI�9?J?P;DI�7D:�9ECCKD?J?;I�7I�M;�FH;F7H;�J>;�D;NJ�
=;D;H7J?ED�E<�?D<EHC;:	�;:K97J;:	�7D:�;D=7=;:�9?J?P;DI�7D:�B;7:;HI�E<�EKH�:;CE9H79O�

67% 
The Oklahoma State Regents 
for Higher Education aim for 
a 67% increase in degree 
completion by 2023.

Photo credit: Daniel Smith, Director of  

Photographic Services, University of  

Central Oklahoma
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

->;�����Oklahoma Civic Health Index focuses on civic skills and voter 
;:K97J?ED��#J�;NFBEH;I�7�8HE7:�I;J�E<�?D:?97JEHI�E<�9?L?9�F7HJ?9?F7J?ED�79HEII�
J>;�IJ7J;	�7D:�H;B7J?L;�JE�D7J?ED7B�JH;D:I��->?I�H;FEHJ�7BBEMI�KI�JE�J7A;�7�
BEEA�7J�7H;7I�?D�M>?9>�M;�7H;�;N9;BB?D=�7D:�J>EI;�?D�M>?9>�J>;H;�?I�HEEC�
<EH� ?CFHEL;C;DJ�� #J� ?I� ?DJ;D:;:� JE�8;� H;7:	� 9EDI?:;H;:	� 7D:�KI;:�8O� 7BB�
)AB7>EC7DI�JE�9EBB;9J?L;BO�7D:�?DJ;DJ?ED7BBO�CEL;�EKH�XD;�IJ7J;�<EHM7H:�JE�
IJH;D=J>;D�EKH�9?L?9�>;7BJ>�

Categories of Civic Health

->;�Oklahoma Civic Health Index provides a snapshot of the civic behavior of our citizens across a 
M?:;�H7D=;�E<�9?L?9�?D:?97JEHI	�:H7M?D=�B7H=;BO�KFED�C;7IKH;I�:;L;BEF;:�8O�(�E��<EH�J>;�D7J?ED7B�
�?L?9�&?<;�?D��C;H?97�FHE@;9J��->;�97J;=EH?;I�?D9BK:;�,E9?7B��EDD;9J;:D;II	�/EBKDJ;;H?D=	�*EB?J?97B�
#DLEBL;C;DJ	��EDX:;D9;�?D�*K8B?9�#DIJ?JKJ?EDI	�7D:��?J?P;DI>?F��:K97J?ED��->;�?D<EHC7J?ED�?D�;79>�
I;9J?ED�:H7MI�B7H=;BO�KFED�H;I;7H9>�9ED:K9J;:�8O�J>;�.�,���;DIKI��KH;7K�7D:�J>;�.�,���KH;7K�E<�
&78EH�,J7J?IJ?9I�?D�����J>HEK=>�J>;��KHH;DJ�*EFKB7J?ED�,KHL;O�,KFFB;C;DJI�ED�/EBKDJ;;H?D=�7D:�
�?L?9��D=7=;C;DJ	�H;<;HH;:�JE�J>HEK=>EKJ�J>;�H;FEHJ�7I��*,�:7J7���D7BOI?I�E<�J>?I�:7J7�M7I�FHEL?:;:�
8O�->;��;DJ;H�<EH�#D<EHC7J?ED�7D:�+;I;7H9>�ED��?L?9�&;7HD?D=�7D:��D=7=;C;DJ���#+�&�����::?J?ED7B�
IEKH9;I�M;H;�KI;:�8O�J>;�7KJ>EHI�JE�FHEL?:;�7�H?9>;H�7D:�CEH;�9ECFB;N�F?9JKH;�E<�>EM�)AB7>EC7�
<KD9J?EDI�7D:�J>H?L;I�7D:�M>;H;�M;�IJHK==B;�7D:�XD:�9>7BB;D=;I���79>�I;9J?ED�H;FH;I;DJI�7�KD?GK;�
7IF;9J�E<�)AB7>EC7WI�9?L?9�>;7BJ>	�8KJ�7BB�J>;�F?;9;I�JE=;J>;H�FHEL?:;�J>;�CEIJ�799KH7J;�F?9JKH;��
->;H;<EH;	�DE�I?D=B;�?D:?97JEH�EH�IJ7J?IJ?9�I>EKB:�8;�KI;:�JE�H;Y;9J�J>;�EL;H7BB�9?L?9�>;7BJ>�E<�EKH�
IJ7J;��#D�H;L?;M?D=�J>;�H;IKBJI�E<�J>?I�H;I;7H9>	�XL;�A;O�XD:?D=I�>7L;�;C;H=;:��

Key Findings

1. The road to engagement could start at the dinner table, but it doesn’t yet. 
0>?B;�)AB7>EC7DI�H7DA��J>�?D�J>;�D7J?ED�<EH�;7J?D=�:?DD;H�M?J>�<7C?BO	�M;�H7DA��J>�?D�:?I9KII?D=�
FEB?J?9IT7HEKD:�J>;�:?DD;H�J78B;�EH�;BI;M>;H;��)AB7>EC7DI�J7BA�JE�<7C?BO�7D:�<H?;D:I	�H;Y;9J?D=�
>?=>�IE9?78?B?JO	�8KJ�J>;�C7@EH?JO�E<�KI�:EDWJ�J7BA�FEB?J?9I��0;�;7J�:?DD;H�JE=;J>;H	�8KJ�J>;�:?DD;H�
9EDL;HI7J?ED�:E;I�DEJ�<KD9J?ED�7I�7�<H;GK;DJ�C;9>7D?IC�JE�I>7H;�?D<EHC7J?ED�78EKJ�97D:?:7J;I�
EH�FEB?J?97B� ?IIK;I��0;�>7L;�>?=>� B;L;BI�E<� JHKIJ�7D:�;N9>7D=;�<7LEHI�M?J>�D;?=>8EHI�<H;GK;DJBO�
�:;XD;:�7I�U7�<;M�J?C;I�7�M;;A�EH�CEH;V�	�8KJ�M;�:EDWJ�J7BA�<H;GK;DJBO�JE�D;?=>8EHI�78EKJ�FEB?J?97B�
?IIK;I	�DEH�:E�M;�MEHA�<H;GK;DJBO�M?J>�D;?=>8EHI�JE�IEBL;�FHE8B;CI��

2. Oklahomans’ hearts beat strong for volunteering. 
/EBKDJ;;HI� C7A;� L7BK78B;� 9EDJH?8KJ?EDI� JE� J>;?H� 9ECCKD?J?;I	� IJ7J;	� 7D:� 9EKDJHO�� #D� ���	� 
)AB7>EC7WI�;<<EHJI�H7DA;:�78EL;�J>;�D7J?ED7B�7L;H7=;	�FB79?D=�)AB7>EC7��J>�?D�J>;�D7J?ED�<EH�
LEBKDJ;;H?D=�� HEC����
���	�)AB7>EC7WI�;<<EHJI�=;D;H7J;:�7D�7L;H7=;�E<����	��LEBKDJ;;HI	� 
EH� ������ E<� J>;� IJ7J;WI� H;I?:;DJI�� /EBKDJ;;H?D=� ;<<EHJI� 7H;� ;L?:;DJ� ?D� EKH� EH:?D7HO� 9?J?P;DI	� ?D� 
9EHFEH7J;�9KBJKH;	�?D�KD?L;HI?JO�B?<;	�7D:�?D�9?L?9�=HEKFI��#J�>7I�8;9EC;�F7HJ�E<�EKH�9KBJKH;�JE�MEHA�
hard and to volunteer to help others. 

3. We don’t talk about politics nor do we frequently engage in political acts.
#D�7::?J?ED�JE�J>;�FH;L?EKI�XD:?D=�J>7J�M;�:EDWJ�J7BA�<H;GK;DJBO�78EKJ�FEB?J?9I�M?J>�<7C?BO	�<H?;D:I	�
EH�D;?=>8EHI	�M;�7BIE�:EDWJ�;D=7=;�?D�FEB?J?97B�79JI�B?A;�H;=?IJ;H?D=�7D:�LEJ?D=��#D�J>;����;B;9-
J?EDI	� )AB7>EC7� H7DA;:� ��J>� 7CED=� 7BB� IJ7J;I� ?D� J>;� H7J;� E<� 9?J?P;DI� M>E� 7H;� H;=?IJ;H;:� JE�
LEJ;	�M?J>��������L;D�MEHI;	�)AB7>EC7�H7DA;:���J>�?D�LEJ;H�JKHDEKJ�:KH?D=�J>;����;B;9J?EDI	�
M?J>�7�JKHDEKJ�H7J;�E<������<EH�9?J?P;DI�7=;����7D:�EL;H��->?I�?I�JHK;�:;IF?J;�J>;�IJ7J;WI�B;7:?D=�
HEB;�?D�IEC;�7H;7I�E<�LEJ;H�;D=7=;C;DJ	�IK9>�7I�799;II?8B;�LEJ?D=�C79>?D;I��

3,791,508 
2010 Oklahoma Population

Source: 2011 American Community Survey

Please note that individuals may identify as more than 

one race in the categories above, such that the total 

sum is greater than 100%

Who is Oklahoma?

Oklahoma by Age

8.8% African 
American

13.3% Native 
American

2.2% Asian
0.2%�*79?X9�#IB7D:;H

2.8%�)J>;H

9.2%�"?IF7D?9� 
EH�&7J?DE

Oklahoma by Race

25.8%  
�=;���
��

34.9%  
.D:;H� 
�=;���

13.6%  
�=;���� 
��)L;H

25.7%  
�=;���
��

81% 
White
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4. Confidence in public institutions is moderate in Oklahoma and across the nation.
(7J?ED7BBO	� J>;H;� ?I�H;B7J?L;BO� BEM�9EDX:;D9;� ?D�FK8B?9�I9>EEBI	� J>;�C;:?7	�9EHFEH7J?EDI	�7D:�J>;�
=EL;HDC;DJ��)AB7>EC7�I>7H;I�J>;I;�L?;MI	�M?J>�7�<;M�;N9;FJ?EDI��)AB7>EC7DI�J;D:�JE�C7?DJ7?D�
7�=EE:�:;=H;;�E<�9EDX:;D9;�?D�FK8B?9�I9>EEBI�9ECF7H;:�M?J>�J>;�H;IJ�E<�J>;�D7J?ED��#D�7::?J?ED	�
799EH:?D=�JE��*,�:7J7	�������E<�)AB7>EC7DI�H;FEHJ;:�J>;O�M;H;�L;HO�EH�IEC;M>7J�9EDX:;DJ�?D�
9EHFEH7J?EDI	�H7DA?D=�J>;�IJ7J;��J>�D7J?ED7BBO��

5. Oklahoma civic skills are on track to improve. 
->;�)AB7>EC7�,J7J;��;F7HJC;DJ�E<��:K97J?ED�>7I�:;L;BEF;:�7�CEH;�L?8H7DJ�7D:�H?=EHEKI�IE9?7B�
IJK:?;I�<H7C;MEHA�<E9KI;:�ED�9?J?P;DI>?F�B?J;H79O��U�O�J>;�O;7H���	V�,J7J;�,KF;H?DJ;D:;DJ�E<�*K8-
B?9�#DIJHK9J?ED�$7D;J�����7HH;I?�>7I�C7?DJ7?D;:�?D�J>;�D;M����FB7D	�U;79>�IJK:;DJ�=H7:K7J?D=�<HEC�
7D�)AB7>EC7�>?=>�I9>EEB�CKIJ�8;�9EBB;=;	�97H;;H�7D:�9?J?P;D�H;7:O�V5

SOCIAL CONNECTEDNESS

Interactions with Neighbors 

,E9?7B� 9EDD;9J;:D;II� 7D:� JHKIJ� 9H;7J;� 7D� ?CFEH-
J7DJ�<EKD:7J?ED�<EH�F7HJ?9?F7J?D=�?D�:;;F;H�A?D:I�E<�
9?L?9�;D=7=;C;DJ���I�C;DJ?ED;:�FH;L?EKIBO	�(�E�WI�
recent research on the connections between civic 
;D=7=;C;DJ� 7D:� ;9EDEC?9� H;I?B?;D9;� ;CF>7I?P;�
the critical importance of this social cohesion at the 
9ECCKD?JO� B;L;B���I�ED;�C?=>J�;NF;9J	�)AB7>EC7�
<7H;I�M;BB�?D�;D=7=;C;DJ�M?J>�D;?=>8EHI��

'7DO� )AB7>EC7DI� M?BB� >7L;� >;7H:� L?I?JEHI� 
9ECC;DJ�ED�J>;�<H?;D:BO�D7JKH;�E<�U<EBAIV�?D�)AB7-
>EC7�� )AB7>EC7DI� H7DA;:� ��J>� ?D� J>;� D7J?ED�
<EH� <H;GK;DJBO� ;N9>7D=?D=� <7LEHI� M?J>� D;?=>8EHI�
������� L;HIKI�����D7J?ED7BBO��� #D�M>7J� 7FF;7HI�
to be a contradiction, however, the state ranks 
��J>�?D�J;HCI�E<�J7BA?D=�M?J>�D;?=>8EHI�<H;GK;DJBO�
������ L;HIKI� ������ D7J?ED7BBO��� �DEJ>;H� L?;M�
I>EMI�KI� J>7J�7BCEIJ����E<�)AB7>EC7DI� JHKIJ�
7BB� EH�CEIJ�E<� J>;�F;EFB;� ?D� J>;?H�D;?=>8EH>EE:��
2;J�EDBO������E<�)AB7>EC7DI� ?D:?97J;:�J>;O�>7:�
MEHA;:� M?J>� D;?=>8EHI� JE� 7::H;II� BE97B� ?IIK;I�
<H;GK;DJBO�9ECF7H;:�M?J>������D7J?ED7BBO	�H7DA?D=�
KI�7=7?D���J>�?D�J>;�D7J?ED��

#J�?I�IEC;M>7J�FKPPB?D=�J>7J�M>?B;�J>;�B;L;B�E<�JHKIJ�
7D:� ;N9>7D=?D=� <7LEHI� ?I� IJHED=	� J>;� H;FEHJ;:� 
B;L;BI� E<� J7BA?D=� M?J>� ED;� 7DEJ>;H� 7D:� MEHA-
?D=� JE=;J>;H� ?I� BEM�� �D:�M>?B;� )AB7>EC7DI� H7DA�
�J>� ?D� J>;� D7J?ED� <EH� ;7J?D=� :?DD;H� M?J>� <7C?BO�
�������L;HIKI�������D7J?ED7BBO�	�M;�H7DA��J>�?D� 
:?I9KII?D=� FEB?J?9IT7HEKD:� J>;� :?DD;H� J78B;� EH�
;BI;M>;H;��->?I�C7O�IK==;IJ�J>7J	�ED�J>;�IKH<79;	�

)AB7>EC7DI�>7L;�IJHED=�IE9?7B�9EDD;9J?EDI�7D:�D;JMEHAI	�8KJ�J>;I;�9EDD;9J?EDI�7H;�DEJ�KI;:�
<EH�:;;F;H�;D=7=;C;DJ���EKB:�J>?I�8;�7�J;D:;D9O�JE�7LE?:�FEJ;DJ?7B�9EDY?9J�E<�EF?D?ED��)H�?I�?J�7�
H;Y;9J?ED�E<�7D�7IIKC;:�7=H;;C;DJ�ED�IK9>�?IIK;I�

15.6% 
of Oklahoma’s residents  
frequently exchange favors 
with their neighbors 

Exchanging Favors with Neighbors  
Frequently Rank

1

)%
14 51

10.2%21.7% 15.6%

Trusting All or Most People in  
Neighborhood Rank

1

)%
35 51

35.2%74.7% 58.5%

Photo credit: Oklahoma Tourism and  

Recreation Department

Eating Dinner with Family  
Frequently Rank

1

)%
8 51

78.2%94.3% 92.6%

Talking with Neighbors Frequently Rank

1

)%
45 51

32.3%57.8% 40.3%
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��
50%
��
30%
20%
10%

0%

OK Social Connectedness by Region

��.H87D
��,K8KH87D
  Rural

5.3
8.5 8.1

15.9 17.4
20.2

11.1
16.9

18.7

37.8

43.6
40.7

-HKIJ��BB�(;?=>8EHI�N9>7D=;� 7LEHI�
M?J>�(;?=8EHI 
 H;GK;DJBO

Work with  
(;?=>8EHI 
 H;GK;DJBO

-7BA�M?J>� 
(;?=>8EHI� 
 H;GK;DJBO

��
50%
��
30%
20%
10%

0%

OK Social Connectedness by Education 
��&;II�J>7D�",
��",�!H7:K7J;
��,EC;��EBB;=;
  BA or more

33.7

6.9
3.6

13.7

44.3

19.0

5.7

25.2

43.4

19.3

7.4
12.6

40.0

11.1
16.2

23.5

-HKIJ��BB�(;?=>8EHI�N9>7D=;� 7LEHI�
M?J>�(;?=8EHI 
 H;GK;DJBO

Work with  
(;?=>8EHI 
 H;GK;DJBO

-7BA�M?J>� 
(;?=>8EHI 
 H;GK;DJBO

Please note that the sample size for those with ‘Less than HS’ education is small.

)AB7>EC7�?I�E<J;D�9H;:?J;:�M?J>�7�IJHED=	�F?ED;;H?D=�IF?H?J	�M>?9>�C7D?<;IJI�?JI;B<�?D�7�=H;7J�I;DI;�
E<�?D:?L?:K7B�?D:;F;D:;D9;��->;�78?B?JO�JE�I;J�EKJ�ED�ED;WI�EMD�7D:�C7A;�J>?D=I�>7FF;D�?I�E<J;D�
F;H9;?L;:�7I�IJH;D=J>�E<�9>7H79J;H���KJ�J>;H;�?I�7�9EDJH7HO�F;HIF;9J?L;��J>7J�J>?I�I;DI;�E<� ?D:?-
L?:K7B?JO�?D>?8?JI�?D�IEC;�M7OI�J>;�78?B?JO�JE�9EC;�JE=;J>;H��*;H>7FI	�7I�J>;�78EL;�:7J7�IK==;IJI	�
)AB7>EC7DI� :;CEDIJH7J;� 8EJ>� I?:;I� E<� J>?I� IJEHO�� )AB7>EC7DI� ;N>?8?J� 7� IJHED=� ;CF>7I?I� ED�
?D:;F;D:;D9;	�8KJ�7BIE�FEII;II�7�<7?J>� ?D�ED;�7DEJ>;H�J>7J�7BBEMI�F;EFB;�JE�9EC;�JE=;J>;H� ?D�
J?C;�E<�D;;:�7D:�JE�799ECFB?I>�M>7J�97D�EDBO�8;�:ED;�?DJ;H:;F;D:;DJBO��)D;�?CFEHJ7DJ�GK;IJ?ED�
JE�9EDI?:;H�M>;D�7D7BOP?D=�J>?I�:7J7�?I�M>;J>;H�EH�DEJ�J>;�IJ7J;�>7I�79>?;L;:�J>;�8;IJ�87B7D9;�
of the two. 

 

100%
90%
80%
70%
��
50%
��
30%
20%
10%

0%

OK Social Connectedness: Oklahoma vs National

��)AB7>EC7
  National

Work with  
(;?=>8EHI 
 H;GK;DJBO

7.7% 8.7%

�N9>7D=;� 7LEHI� 
M?J>�(;?=>8EHI 
 H;GK;DJBO

�7J��?DD;H�M?J>�
"EKI;>EB:�';C8;HI 

 H;GK;DJBO

15.6 14.0

92.6
89.5

-7BA�M?J>�(;?=>8EHI 
 H;GK;DJBO�

40.3
43.7

81% 
of Oklahomans report  
communicating frequently 
(at least a few times a week) 
with friends and family. 
Photo credit: Daniel Smith, Director of  

Photographic Services, University of  

Central Oklahoma
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Communications with Friends or Family

Discussing Politics Frequently Rank

1

)%
30 51

19.3%46.1% 29.1%

Families and friends provide important networks 
<EH�)AB7>EC7DI�JE�8;9EC;�9?L?97BBO�;D=7=;:������
E<� )AB7>EC7DI� H;FEHJ� 9ECCKD?97J?D=� <H;GK;DJBO�
(at least a few times a week) with friends and fam-
?BO�� ->?I� ?I� EDBO� IB?=>JBO� >?=>;H� J>7D� J>;� D7J?ED7B� 
7L;H7=;�E<����	�7D:�H7DAI�)AB7>EC7���J>�?D�J>?I�
7H;7�� .H87D� 7D:� IK8KH87D� )AB7>EC7DI� 9EDD;9J�
M?J>�J>;?H�<7C?BO�EH�<H?;D:I�IB?=>JBO�CEH;�<H;GK;DJBO�

�������7D:������	� H;IF;9J?L;BO�� J>7D�)AB7>EC7DI� ?D� HKH7B� 7H;7I� ��������� #D:?L?:K7BI� EL;H���
O;7HI�E<�7=;�H;FEHJ;:BO�9EDD;9J�M?J>�J>;?H�<7C?BO�EH�<H?;D:I�7J�7�BEM;H�H7J;��������9ECF7H;:�M?J>�
OEKD=;H�)AB7>EC7DI����������)AB7>EC7DI�H;FEHJ�B;II�9ECCKD?97J?ED�M>;D�J>;�IE9?7B�9EDD;9-
J?ED�;NJ;D:I�8;OED:�<H?;D:I�7D:�<7C?BO���D�?DJ;H;IJ?D=�GK;IJ?ED�<EH�<KHJ>;H�;NFBEH7J?ED�MEKB:�8;�J>;�
JEF?9I�:?I9KII;:�8O�)AB7>EC7DI�7D:�M>;J>;H�J>;I;�D;JMEHAI�97D�JH7DIB7J;�JE�CEH;�79J?L;�9?L?9�
;D=7=;C;DJ��(;7HBO� 7� J>?H:�E<�)AB7>EC7DI� I7?:� J>;O� J7BA�78EKJ�FEB?J?9I� ED;�EH� 7� <;M� J?C;I�7�
month, and a little over a third said they don’t talk about politics at all. 

��
50%
��
30%
20%
10%

0%

OK Social Connectedness by Generation 

  Born 1981 or later
���EHD�����
���
���EHD�����
����
���EHD�����
����
  Born 1930 or before

31.6

14.0

3.4 2.4

41.5

18.5

8.9

17.1

41.2

12.7
10.7

17.5

53.6

19.9

8.2

37.034.2

14.0

29.8

-HKIJ��BB�(;?=>8EHI�N9>7D=;� 7LEHI�
M?J>�(;?=8EHI 
 H;GK;DJBO

Work with  
(;?=>8EHI 
 H;GK;DJBO

-7BA�M?J>� 
(;?=>8EHI 
 H;GK;DJBO

Please note that the ‘Born 1930 or Before’ age group has a small sample size.

Social Media as a Mechanism of Civic Engagement

Expressing Political Views Online Rank

1

)%
15 51

4.9%14.3% 9.0%

->;�H?I;�E<�IE9?7B�C;:?7�>7I�97KI;:�7D�;LEBKJ?ED�?D�
J>;� M7OI� M;� 9EDD;9J� M?J>� EJ>;H� F;EFB;�� ,E9?7B�
D;JMEHAI� FHEL?:;� IKFFEHJ� 7D:� 7<XHC7J?ED�� ->;�
availability of social media has not only increased 
our connections with our friends and family, but 
9H;7J;:�7D:�IJH;D=J>;D;:�IE9?7B�9EDD;9J?EDI�M?J>�
people in our communities, our state, across the 
country, and even around the world. Facebook is a 

FH;L7B;DJ�IE9?7B�C;:?7�L;>?9B;�J>7J�?I�KI;:�8O�EL;H�����C?BB?ED�F;EFB;�?D�J>;�.D?J;:�,J7J;I���#D�
)AB7>EC7	� J>;� DKC8;H� E<�  79;8EEA� KI;HI� ?I� D;7H?D=� �� C?BB?ED�� ->;� =H;7J;IJ� F;H9;DJ7=;� E<�
)AB7>EC7� 79;8EEA�KI;HI�7H;�KD:;H���O;7HI�E<�7=;������C?BB?ED���)AB7>EC7DI�KD:;H���7BIE�
H;FEHJ�J>7J�J>;O�9EDD;9J�M?J>�<7C?BO�7D:�<H?;D:I�7J�7�>?=>;H�H7J;�J>7D�:E�)AB7>EC7DI�EL;H��	�
M>?9>�C7O�8;�7JJH?8KJ;:� JE� J>?I�;7IO�799;II� JE�EJ>;HI� J>HEK=>�L7H?EKI� <EHCI�E<� IE9?7B�C;:?7��
"EM;L;H	�799EH:?D=�JE��*,�XD:?D=I	�CEH;����H;I?:;DJI�<H;GK;DJBO�:?I9KII�FEB?J?9I�EDB?D;�L;HIKI�
��
���O;7H�EB:I��+;=7H:B;II	� J>?I� ?I�7D�7H;7�E<�FHEC?I;�<EH� J>;�IJ7J;�7I�)AB7>EC7�H7DAI���J>�
D7J?ED7BBO�<EH�J>;�DKC8;H�E<�H;I?:;DJI�M>E�<H;GK;DJBO�;NFH;II�J>;?H�L?;MI�ED�9ECCKD?JO�EH�FEB?J?97B�
issues online.
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VOLUNTEERING

Volunteering Rank

1

)%
20 51

19.4%40.9% 29.3%

0>?B;� )AB7>EC7� >7I� 7H;7I� <EH� ?CFHEL;C;DJ� ?D� 
FEB?J?97B�;D=7=;C;DJ	� J>;�IJ7J;� <7H;I�M;BB� ?D�>EM�
H;I?:;DJI�=?L;�879A�JE�J>;?H�9ECCKD?J?;I�J>HEK=>�
LEBKDJ;;H?IC��/EBKDJ;;HI�C7A;�L7BK78B;�9EDJH?8K-
tions to their communities, state, and country. 
 HEC� ��� J>HEK=>� ��	� )AB7>EC7DI� E<<;H;:�
J>;?H�7II?IJ7D9;�7J�7�=H;7J;H�H7J;�J>7D�LEBKDJ;;HI�
7L;H7=;:�D7J?ED7BBO	�������9ECF7H;:�M?J>�������

D7J?ED7BBO	�FB79?D=�)AB7>EC7��J>�?D�J>;�LEBKDJ;;H�H7J;�7CED=�J>;���IJ7J;I�7D:�J>;��?IJH?9J�E<�
�EBKC8?7����JEJ7B�E<����	��)AB7>EC7DI�LEBKDJ;;H;:�J>;?H�J?C;�7D:�J7B;DJI��->?I�MEHA�JH7DIB7J;:�
into 103.9 million hours of service valued at $2.2 billion.7�)<<;H?D=�I;HL?9;�JE�ED;WI�9ECCKD?JO�EH�
to a cause helps to solve problems and improve lives. 

'7DO�F;EFB;�>7L;�8;;D�M?BB?D=�JE�I;HL;�?D�J>;�IJ7J;	�7BJ>EK=>�DEJ�;L;HO�F;HIED�LEBKDJ;;HI�7J�J>;�
I7C;�H7J;��->;�B;L;B�E<�7D�?D:?L?:K7BWI�;:K97J?ED	�J>;�?D:?L?:K7BWI�7=;	�=;D:;H	�H79;�7D:�;J>D?9?JO	�
BE97J?ED	�C7H?J7B�IJ7JKI	�7D:�;CFBEOC;DJ�I?JK7J?ED�7BB�I?=D?X97DJBO�?CF79J�J>;�H7J;�E<�I;HL?9;	�7I�
?D:?97J;:�?D�J>;������*,�:7J7�

 
Education 2011 Rate

&;II�J>7D�"?=>�,9>EEB 11.7%

"?=>�,9>EEB�!H7:K7J; 23.3%

,EC;��EBB;=; 27.7%

BA or more 51.7%

 
Region 2011 Rate

.H87D 19.2%

,K8KH87D 33.9%

Rural �����

 
Gender 2011 Rate

'7B; �����

Female �����

 
Race & Ethnicity 2011 Rate

0>?J;	�(ED
"?IF7D?9 30.9%

�B79A	�(ED
"?IF7D?9 18.7%

 
Generation 2011 Rate

'?BB;DD?7B��8EHD������EH�B7J;H� 20.8%

!;D;H7J?ED�1��8EHD�����
���� 33.8%

�78O��EEC;HI��8EHD�����
����� 35.5%

,?B;DJ�!;D;H7J?ED���8EHD�����
����� �����

&ED=��?L?9�!;D;H7J?ED��8EHD�����EH�8;<EH;� 17.7%

�BB�:7J7�?D�J>;�78EL;�9>7HJ�M7I�FHEL?:;:�8O��#+�&��7D7BOI?I�E<������*,�:7J7��->;�FEEB;:���
���:7J7�9?J;:�?D�J>;�D7HH7J?L;�E<�J>?I�I;9J?ED�
7H;�87I;:�ED��*,�:7J7�H;FEHJ;:�8O�J>;��EHFEH7J?ED�<EH�(7J?ED7B�7D:��ECCKD?JO�,;HL?9;��->;�:7J7�I7CFB;�M7I�JEE�IC7BB�JE�H;FEHJ�J>;�F;H9;DJ-
7=;I�<EH�(7J?L;��C;H?97D	�"?IF7D?9	�7D:��I?7D�9?J?P;DI�

->;� ?CF79J� E<� LEBKDJ;;H� ;<<EHJI� <HEC� ��
��� 79HEII� J>;� IJ7J;� M7I� I?=D?X97DJ� 7D:� CKBJ?
 
<79;J;:�� )D;� ?CFEHJ7DJ� 7L;DK;� <EH� ;D=7=;C;DJ� E<� )AB7>EC7DI� 7FF;7HI� JE� 8;� <7?J>
87I;:� 
EH=7D?P7J?EDI�� )L;H� J>?I� J>H;;
O;7H� F;H?E:	� )AB7>EC7DI� LEBKDJ;;H;:� J>;� CEIJ� <H;GK;DJBO� <EH� 
H;B?=?EKI�EH=7D?P7J?EDI	�7D:�EKJF79;:�J>;�D7J?ED7B�7L;H7=;�8O�7�H7J;�E<�������JE�������99EH:?D=�
JE�7�IJK:O�8O�J>;��EHFEH7J?ED�<EH�(7J?ED7B�7D:��ECCKD?JO�,;HL?9;	�LEBKDJ;;HI�M>E�I;HL;�J>HEK=>�
<7?J>
87I;:�EH=7D?P7J?EDI�7H;�J>;�CEIJ�B?A;BO�JE�9EDJ?DK;�I;HL?D=	�7D:�OEKJ>�M>E�7JJ;D:�H;B?=?EKI�
I;HL?9;I�H;=KB7HBO�7H;�7BCEIJ�JM?9;�7I�B?A;BO�JE�LEBKDJ;;H�H;=KB7HBO�8

 HEC���
��	�)AB7>EC7DIW�C7@EH�FH;<;H;D9;I�<EH�LEBKDJ;;H?D=�7I�H7DA;:�8O�<H;GK;D9O�M;H;�

1. Religious Organizations 5. Hospitals
2. Educational Organizations 6. Civic Activities
3. Social Services 7. Sports/Arts
4. Other

->;�?CF79J�J>7J�;:K97J?ED�>7I�ED�?CF7HJ?D=�J>;�ADEMB;:=;	�IA?BBI�7D:�EFFEHJKD?J?;I�<EH�IJK:;DJI�
JE� 9EDJH?8KJ;� JE� J>;?H� 9ECCKD?J?;I� 97DDEJ� 8;� EL;H;CF>7I?P;:�� #D� )AB7>EC7	� H;I?:;DJI�M?J>� 7�
879>;BEHWI�:;=H;;�EH�>?=>;H�7H;�CEH;�J>7D�JM?9;�7I�B?A;BO�JE�LEBKDJ;;H�7I�>?=>�I9>EEB�=H7:K7J;I��
->;� IJ7J;WI� 9KHH;DJ� ;D:;7LEH� JE� ?D9H;7I;� ?JI� >?=>� I9>EEB� 7D:� 9EBB;=;� 9ECFB;J?ED� H7J;I�M?BB� B?A;BO�
?D9H;7I;� J>;� H7J;� E<� LEBKDJ7HO� 9EDJH?8KJ?EDI� E<� ?JI� 9?J?P;DI�� ->;� ?CFEHJ7D9;� E<� 9EDJH?8KJ?D=� JE� 
IE9?;JO�?I�<EIJ;H;:�ED�9EBB;=;�7D:�KD?L;HI?JO�97CFKI;I���?=>JO
J>H;;�F;H9;DJ�E<�>?=>;H�;:K97J?ED�

37.3 
Average hours of  
volunteer service per  
year by Oklahomans  
from 2008 to 2010.

Oklahomans’ major volunteer 
activities in order of frequency, 
2008-2010

��� KD:H7?I?D=

2.  Food Collection and  
�?IJH?8KJ?ED

���!;D;H7B�&78EH

���-KJEH?D=�-;79>?D=  
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?DIJ?JKJ?EDIW�C?II?ED�IJ7J;C;DJI�?D9BK:;�FEB?9?;I�<EH�9ECCKD?JO�I;HL?9;	�797:;C?9�I;HL?9;
B;7HD?D=	�
7D:�EH�9?L?9�;D=7=;C;DJ�� #D����	�9EBB;=;�7D:�KD?L;HI?JO�IJK:;DJI� ?D�)AB7>EC7�LEBKDJ;;H;:�7D�
7L;H7=;�E<�����>EKHI�F;H�M;;A���D�7L;H7=;�E<�����E<�J>;�IJK:;DJI�ED�)AB7>EC7WI�>?=>;H�;:K97J?ED�
97CFKI;I�M;H;� ?DLEBL;:� ?D�9ECCKD?JO�I;HL?9;	�I;HL?9;
B;7HD?D=	�7D:�9?L?9�;D=7=;C;DJ�79J?L?J?;I	�
M?J>�J>;?H�I;HL?9;�L7BK;:�7J�����	���	�����->;�CEIJ�9ECCED�7H;7I�?D�)AB7>EC7�7::H;II;:�8O�
>?=>;H�;:K97J?ED�IJK:;DJI�J>HEK=>�I;HL?9;�M;H;�>;7BJ>�97H;	�%
���;:K97J?ED	�7D:�JKJEH?D=�9

->;�<79J�J>7J�)AB7>EC7DI�=?L;�879A�H;=KB7HBO�J>HEK=>�LEBKDJ;;H?IC�?I�7�FHEC?I?D=�7H;7�<EH�J>;�
IJ7J;	�7D:�FHE=H7CI�M>?9>�9KBJ?L7J;�J>;�IA?BBI	�EFFEHJKD?J?;I	�7D:�:;I?H;�JE�I;HL;	�M>;J>;H�J>HEK=>�
<7?J>
87I;:�EH=7D?P7J?EDI�EH�>?=>;H�;:K97J?ED	�7H;�?CFEHJ7DJ�F?BB7HI�E<�9?L?9�>;7BJ>�

POLITICAL INVOLVEMENT

Oklahoma Politics

*EB?J?97B�F7HJ?9?F7J?ED�?I�?CFEHJ7DJ�<EH�)AB7>EC7DIW�9?L?9�;D=7=;C;DJ�7D:�?J�FHEL?:;I�7D�?CFEHJ7DJ�
F7J>M7O�<EH�FEB?J?97B�IE9?7B?P7J?ED��*EB?J?97B�IE9?7B?P7J?ED�FHEL?:;I�7�DKC8;H�E<�8;D;XJI�<EH�)AB7>E-
C7DI�� ���� J>;O�7H;�CEH;� B?A;BO� JE� B;7HD�78EKJ�)AB7>EC7�7D:� ?JI�FEB?J?9I�S� ?JI�IOC8EBI	�FEB?J?97B� 
institutions, leaders, and political partiesQ (2) they are more likely to feel connected to their  
9ECCKD?J?;I������J>;O�7H;�CEH;�B?A;BO�JE�8;B?;L;�J>;�FEB?J?97B�IOIJ;C�?I�B;=?J?C7J;��7D:�J>;H;<EH;	����� 
J>;O�7H;�CEH;�B?A;BO�JE�B?L;�?D�IJHED=;H�9ECCKD?J?;I��

��
50%
��
30%
20%
10%

0%

OK: Political Action by Generation 
  Born 1981 or later
���EHD�����
���
���EHD�����
����
���EHD�����
����
  Born 1930 or before

7.2

19.6

6.7 4.8

17.3

28.1

8.4 8.6

32.0 32.2

15.1
18.8

45.0

39.8

9.1

19.6

50.1

32.1

12.0
8.5

Contact Elected 
)<X9?7BI

�?I9KII�*EB?J?9I Buycott or  
�EO9EJJ�*HE:K9JI

/EJ;�?D�&E97B�
Elections

Please note that the ‘Born 1930 or Before’ age group has a small sample size.

.D<EHJKD7J;BO	�)AB7>EC7�IJ?BB�>7I�IEC;�MEHA�JE�:E�M>;D�?J�9EC;I�JE�FEB?J?97B�F7HJ?9?F7J?ED��0>?B;�
)AB7>EC7�<7H;I�M;BB� ?D�9;HJ7?D�C;7IKH;I�E<�FEB?J?97B�?DLEBL;C;DJ	�)AB7>EC7�H7DAI�I?=D?X97DJBO�
8;BEM� EJ>;H� IJ7J;I� ?D� J;HCI� E<� FEB?J?97B� F7HJ?9?F7J?ED	� JOF?97BBO�M?J>� H7DAI� ?D� J>;� �I� 7D:��I�
7CED=�J>;���IJ7J;I��->?I� ?D9BK:;I�BEM�LEJ;H�H;=?IJH7J?ED	�LEJ;H�JKHDEKJ	�7D:�7�B79A�E<�;B;9J?ED�
competitiveness. 

Oklahoma Voter Registration

#D�EH:;H�JE�LEJ;�?D�)AB7>EC7	�ED;�CKIJ�XHIJ�8;�H;=?IJ;H;:��)AB7>EC7�LEJ;H�H;=?IJH7J?ED	�7BED=�M?J>�
J>7J�E<�C7DO�EJ>;H�IJ7J;I	�>7I�8;;D�I?CFB?X;:�?D�H;9;DJ�O;7HI�M?J>�J>;�?DJHE:K9J?ED�E<�J>;�'EJEH�
/EJ;H�B7M�F7II;:�8O�J>;�.�,���ED=H;II�?D�����	�M>?9>�C7:;�LEJ;H�H;=?IJH7J?ED�<EHCI�7L7?B78B;�7J�
:H?L;HWI�B?9;DI;�<79?B?J?;I��(EM�J>;O�97D�8;�<EKD:�7BCEIJ�;L;HOM>;H;�?D9BK:?D=�I9>EEBI	�B?8H7H?;I	�
7D:�EDB?D;���BJ>EK=>�J>;�'EJEH�/EJ;H�B7M�>7I�C7:;�LEJ;H�H;=?IJH7J?ED�<EHCI�M?:;BO�7L7?B78B;	�)AB7-
>EC7�:E;I�DEJ�>7L;�>?=>�LEJ;H�H;=?IJH7J?ED�H7J;I�

#D�J>;����=;D;H7B�;B;9J?EDI	�799EH:?D=�JE��#+�&��7D7BOI?I�E<��*,�:7J7�M>?9>�97B9KB7J;I�LEJ;H�
H;=?IJH7J?ED�87I;:�ED�;B?=?8B;� 9?J?P;DI	�)AB7>EC7� H7DA;:���J>�7CED=�7BB� IJ7J;I� ?D� J>;� H7J;� E<�
9?J?P;DI�M>E�7H;�H;=?IJ;H;:�JE�LEJ;	�M?J>�������#D�J>;����=;D;H7B�;B;9J?EDI	�)AB7>EC7WI�LEJ;H�
H;=?IJH7J?ED��H7J;�M7I���������EJ>�E<�J>;I;�H7J;I�I>EM�)AB7>EC7�9EDI?:;H78BO�8;BEM�J>;�D7J?ED7B�
LEJ;H�H;=?IJH7J?ED�H7J;	�M>?9>�M7I�������?D����7D:�������?D�����->;�.�,���;DIKI��KH;7K�
I>EMI�IB?=>JBO�:?<<;H;DJ�DKC8;HI�<EH�)AB7>EC7WI�LEJ;H�H;=?IJH7J?ED�H7J;�M?J>�������E<�)AB7>EC7DI�
H;=?IJ;H;:�?D�J>;����;B;9J?EDI	�M>?9>�H7DA;:�)AB7>EC7���J>�7CED=�J>;�IJ7J;I�10 

Oklahoma Voter Registration

� )AB7>EC7 
� .�,���L;H7=;

55.2% 

61.0% (44th)

67.6%

65.1%

2006

2010 �H7DA?D=�?D�F7H;DJ>;I;I�



12   2012 OKL AHOMA C I V IC HEALTH INDE X 

#D���	�)AB7>EC7�>7:�CEH;�FEBB?D=�FB79;I�F;H�97F?J7�J>7D�J>;�D7J?ED7B�7L;H7=;	�8KJ�J>;O�M;H;�DEJ�
8;?D=�KI;:�JE�J>;?H�<KBB�7:L7DJ7=;�7I�)AB7>EC7�>7:�<;M;H�H;=?IJH7DJI������7I�9ECF7H;:�M?J>��	���
D7J?ED7BBO��7D:�<;M;H��B;9J?ED��7O�LEJ;HI������7I�9ECF7H;:�M?J>�����D7J?ED7BBO��F;H�FEBB?D=�FB79;�11

)D;� FEJ;DJ?7B� 9>7BB;D=;� ?I� J>7J� )AB7>EC7� >7I� DEJ� 7:EFJ;:� 7� DKC8;H� E<� ;B;9J?ED� HKB;I� ;D79J;:�
8O� EJ>;H� IJ7J;I� M>?9>� 9EKB:� C7A;� LEJ;H� H;=?IJH7J?ED� CEH;� 799;II?8B;	� IK9>� 7I� I7C;
:7O� LEJ;H�
H;=?IJH7J?ED� 7D:� F7F;HB;II� EDB?D;� LEJ;H� H;=?IJH7J?ED�� ->;� (7J?ED7B� �ED<;H;D9;� E<� ,J7J;� &;=?IB7-
JKH;I� IK==;IJI� 799;FJ7D9;� E<� J>;I;� FEB?9?;I� ?I� 7� =HEM?D=� JH;D:�� �EBEH7:E	� %7DI7I	� 7D:� �H?PED7� 
S�IJ7J;I�D;7H�)AB7>EC7�S�>7L;�7:EFJ;:�EDB?D;�LEJ;H�H;=?IJH7J?ED�7D:�7BB�J>H;;�IJ7J;I�>7L;�>?=>;H�LEJ-
;H�H;=?IJH7J?ED�H7J;I�J>7D�)AB7>EC7��������	�H7D=?D=�<HEC������<EH��EBEH7:E�JE�������<EH�%7DI7I�12

Mapping Voter Registration in Oklahoma 

Percent
<"30
30%34.9
35%39.9
40%44.9
45%49.9
>"50

Cartography by Brad Watkins, Ph.D.
September 2012

0 50 10025
Miles

Difference
Strong Republican
Moderately Republican
Weak Republican
Slight Partisan Difference
No Partisan Difference
Weak Democrat
Moderately Democrat
Strong Democrat
Very Strong Democrat

Cartography by Brad Watkins, Ph.D.
September 2012

0 50 10025
Miles

The "Very Strong" designation requires a 50% or greater difference favoring a party registration.

Map of Voter Turnout by County, 2010 Elections for Governor

Map of Oklahoma Voter Registration by Party Affiliation as of August 2012

+;=?IJ;H?D=�7D:�LEJ?D=�8;9EC;�L?HJK7BBO�IODEDOCEKI�M>;D�J7BA?D=�78EKJ�J>;�H;7IEDI�<EH�:?<<;H;D9-
;I�7CED=�9?J?P;DI�M?J>�J>;I;�JME�FEB?J?97B�79J?L?J?;I��->7J�?I�8;97KI;�F;EFB;�CKIJ�8;�H;=?IJ;H;:�?D�
order to vote, and so, many of the reasons are similar. 

The purple or light purple portions of the map indicate very little difference in voter registration between the two parties.

50.1% 
of Oklahomans born in  
1930 or before typically  
vote in local elections vs. 
just 7.2% of those born  
in 1981 or later.

University of Central Oklahoma students  

participated in the Oklahoma Campus  

Compact Voter Registration Contest as part  

of Constitution Day programming in  

September 2012. Photo credit:  

Patti Loughlin

Tulsa

Tulsa

Oklahoma City

Oklahoma City
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 ?HIJ	� LEJ?D=� 97D� 8;� ;NFB7?D;:� 8O�C7DO� :;CE=H7F>?9� <79JEHI�� ->;�CEIJ� ?CFEHJ7DJ� E<� J>;I;� ?I� 
;:K97J?ED	�M?J>�J>EI;�M>E�?D:?97J;�J>;O�>7L;�IEC;�9EBB;=;�;:K97J?ED�CK9>�CEH;�B?A;BO�JE�LEJ;�
J>7D�J>EI;�M?J>EKJ�IEC;�9EBB;=;��#D�7::?J?ED	�J>EI;�M>E�7H;�M;7BJ>?;H	�EB:;H	�C7HH?;:	�7D:�>7L;�
>?=>;H� ?D9EC;I� 7H;�CEH;� B?A;BO� JE� LEJ;�� ,9>EB7HI� J>EK=>� >7L;� <EKD:� J>7J� ;J>D?9?JO	� H79;	� 7D:� 
=;D:;H�:E�DEJ�;NFB7?D�LEJ;H�JKHDEKJ�J>7J�M;BB	�;IF;9?7BBO�M>;D�;:K97J?ED�7D:�?D9EC;�7H;�J7A;D�
?DJE�799EKDJ��)99KF7J?ED�?I�7�C?D?C7B�<79JEH�?D�LEJ;H�JKHDEKJ	�7BJ>EK=>�=EL;HDC;DJ�;CFBEO;;I�7H;�
IB?=>JBO�CEH;�B?A;BO�JE�LEJ;�13 

,;9ED:	�9?J?P;DI�7H;�CEH;�B?A;BO�JE�LEJ;�?<�J>;O�LEJ;:�?D�J>;�FH;L?EKI�;B;9J?ED��/EJ?D=�8;9EC;I�7�
habit that can become either learned or unlearned, and those who are surrounded by family and 
friends who also vote thus are more likely to vote themselves.���->?I�97D�C7D?<;IJ�?DJE�7�H;=?ED7B�
:?<<;H;D9;�?D�LEJ;H�JKHDEKJ	�7I�IEC;�H;=?EDI�>7L;�7�IJHED=;H�9KBJKH;�7D:�JH7:?J?ED�E<�LEJ?D=��->?I�
97D�8;�I;;D�?D�J>;�I;9ED:�C7F�EFFEI?J;	�M>?9>�I>EMI�J>;�LEJ;H�JKHDEKJ�8O�9EKDJO�?D�)AB7>EC7��
�I�E<� �K=KIJ����	� J>;� 9EKDJ?;I�M?J>� J>;� BEM;IJ� JKHDEKJ�M;H;� ?D� J>;� JME�EFFEI?J;� 9EHD;HI�E<�
J>;�IJ7J;	�)JJ7M7�?D�(EHJ>;7IJ�)AB7>EC7�7D:��EC7D9>;�?D�,EKJ>M;IJ�)AB7>EC7��"?IJEH?97BBO	�
J>EK=>	�J>;�9EKDJ?;I�M?J>�J>;�BEM;IJ�LEJ;H�JKHDEKJ�>7L;�8;;D�<EKD:�?D�J>;�,EKJ>;7IJ�9EHD;H�E<�
J>;�IJ7J;	�ADEMD�7I�J>;�U&?JJB;��?N?;�V�->;I;�9EKDJ?;I�7BIE�>7L;�>?=>;H�F;H9;DJ7=;I�E<�LEJ;HI�H;=-
?IJ;H;:�7I��;CE9H7JI��->?I�9EC8?D;:�M?J>�J>;�������E<�)AB7>EC7DI�H;=?IJ;H;:�7I�#D:;F;D:;DJI�
9EKB:�;NFB7?D�M>O�)AB7>EC7	�M>?9>�>7I�CEH;�H;=?IJ;H;:��;CE9H7JI���������J>7D�+;FK8B?97DI�
�������	� >7I� LEJ;:�+;FK8B?97D� <EH� ;L;HO� FH;I?:;DJ?7B� H79;� I?D9;������7D:�>7I� 7�+;FK8B?97D

C7@EH?JO�B;=?IB7JKH;�7I�E<�(EL;C8;H����	�799EH:?D=�JE�J>;�)AB7>EC7�,J7J;��B;9J?ED��E7H:��

�DEJ>;H� <79JEH� JE� 9EDI?:;H� ?I� F7HJO� ?:;DJ?X97J?ED� M>?9>� 97D� ?DYK;D9;� LEJ;H� JKHDEKJ� ?D� CKBJ?-
FB;�M7OI��*7HJO� ?:;DJ?X97J?ED� ?I� H;B7J;:� JE�C7DO�E<� J>;�:;CE=H7F>?9� <79JEHI�78EL;��'EH;EL;H	� 
)AB7>EC7�>7I�9BEI;:�FH?C7H?;I	�C;7D?D=�J>7J�;79>�F7HJO�>7I�?JI�EMD�I;F7H7J;�FH?C7HO��->KI	�?<�
there are few races for a particular party on the ballot due to the lack of party competition, voter 
JKHDEKJ�?I�B?A;BO�JE�8;�BEM;H�� EH�=;D;H7B�;B;9J?EDI	�=H;7J;H�9ECF;J?J?ED�7D:�J>;H;<EH;�=H;7J;H�LEJ;H�
JKHDEKJ�C7O�E99KH�:;F;D:?D=�ED�M>;J>;H�J>;H;�7H;�JME�IJHED=�9EDJ;D:;HI	�7�97D:?:7J;�E<� J>;�
C7@EH?JO�F7HJO�7D:�7�M;7A�9>7BB;D=;H	�EH�@KIJ�7�I?D=B;�97D:?:7J;��->;�XHIJ�C7F�EFFEI?J;�?D:?97J;I�
J>;�7CEKDJ�E<�F7HJO�9ECF;J?J?ED�?D�)AB7>EC7�8O�BEEA?D=�7J�J>;�F;H9;DJ7=;�:?<<;H;D9;�?D�H;=?I-
JH7DJI�8;JM;;D�J>;�+;FK8B?97D�7D:��;CE9H7J?9�F7HJ?;I��->;�FKHFB;�EH�B?=>J�FKHFB;�FEHJ?EDI�E<�J>;�
C7F�?D:?97J;�L;HO�B?JJB;�:?<<;H;D9;�?D�LEJ;H�H;=?IJH7J?ED�8;JM;;D�J>;�JME�F7HJ?;I��->EI;�9EKDJ?;I�
B78;B;:�7I�IJHED=��;CE9H7J�EH�+;FK8B?97D�>7L;�7���
���7:L7DJ7=;�?D�LEJ;H�H;=?IJH7J?ED�<EH�J>7J�
F7HJO	�M>?B;�J>EI;�B78;B;:�7I�M;7A��;CE9H7J�EH�+;FK8B?97D�>7L;�EDBO�7��
����7:L7DJ7=;�<EH�
J>7J�F7HJO��)AB7>EC7WI�F7D>7D:B;�9EKDJ?;I�7BED=�J>;�DEHJ>M;IJ�9EHD;H�E<�J>;�IJ7J;�7H;�:;9?:;:BO�
+;FK8B?97D��->;�IJHED=;IJ��;CE9H7J?9�7H;7�?I�IEKJ>;7IJ�)AB7>EC7�

Oklahoma Voter Turnout – General Elections

)AB7>EC7WI� LEJ;H� JKHDEKJ� H7J;� >7I� 8;;D� 9EDI?IJ;DJBO� KD:;H� J>;� D7J?ED7B� 7L;H7=;� <HEC��

���� #D� BEEA?D=� 7J� J>;I;� ;B;9J?ED� O;7HI	� ?J� ?I� ?CFEHJ7DJ� JE� :?IJ?D=K?I>� 8;JM;;D� JME� JOF;I� 
E<� ;B;9J?EDI� S� J>;� FH;I?:;DJ?7B� ;B;9J?ED� O;7HI� E<� �� 7D:� ��	� 7D:� J>;� C?:J;HC� ;B;9J?ED�
O;7HI� E<� ��	� ��	� 7D:� ���� #D� C?:J;HC� ;B;9J?ED� O;7HI	� M>;H;� J>;H;� ?I� DE� FH;I?:;DJ?7B� 
H79;� 7J� J>;� JEF� E<� J>;� J?9A;J	� LEJ;H� JKHDEKJ� J;D:I� JE� 8;� ��
���� BEM;H� J>7D� ?D� FH;I?:;DJ?7B�
;B;9J?ED� O;7HI� 79HEII� J>;� D7J?ED�� �99EH:?D=� JE� J>;� (EDFHEXJ� /EJ;H� �D=7=;C;DJ� (;JMEHA	� ?D�
��	� )AB7>EC7� M7I� DE� ;N9;FJ?ED� M?J>� 7� JKHDEKJ� E<� �����	� M>?9>� H7DA;:� )AB7>EC7� ��J>�� 
->?I� 97D� 8;� ;NFB7?D;:� J>EK=>� 8O� J>;� B79A� E<� EJ>;H� H79;I� ED� J>;� 87BBEJ� ?D� ��� 7I� 9ECF7H;:� 
M?J>����M>;D� J>;H;�M;H;� DKC;HEKI� IJ7J;M?:;� H79;I	� ?D9BK:?D=� 7� L;HO� 9ECF;J?J?L;� H79;� <EH� 
=EL;HDEH	� M>?9>� H;IKBJ;:� ?D� 7� LEJ;H� JKHDEKJ� H7J;� E<� �����	� H7DA?D=� )AB7>EC7� �J>�� 2;J� J>;� 
D7J?ED7B� 7L;H7=;� ?D� J>;I;� ;B;9J?ED� O;7HI�M7I� ������ ?D� ��� 7D:� ������ ?D� ���15� ,?C?B7HBO	�
)AB7>EC7�M7I�7BIE�KD:;H�J>;�D7J?ED7B�7L;H7=;I�<EH�FH;I?:;DJ?7B�LEJ;H�JKHDEKJ��0>?B;�J>;�D7J?ED7B�
JKHDEKJ�H7J;I�M;H;������?D��	�������?D���	�7D:�������?D���	�)AB7>EC7�>7:�������
?D��	�������?D���	�7D:�������?D�����->?I�H7DA;:�)AB7>EC7���J>�7CED=�J>;���IJ7J;I�
<EH�J>;����;B;9J?EDI��->;�:?<<;H;D9;�?D�J>;I;�JKHDEKJ�DKC8;HI�H;B7J?L;�JE�FH;L?EKI��*,�:7J7�
7D7BOP;:�8O��#+�&��97D�8;�;NFB7?D;:�8O�J>;�<79J�J>7J��#+�&��97B9KB7J;I�LEJ;H�H;=?IJH7J?ED�87I;:�
ED�;B?=?8B;�9?J?P;DI�7I�J>;�:;DEC?D7JEH��7DOED;�EL;H�J>;�7=;�E<����M>E�?I�7�9?J?P;D��M>?B;�EJ>;H�
IJ7J?IJ?9I�H;BO�ED�;B?=?8B;�residents as the denominator.

35-50% 
Counties with strong party 
affiliation have a 35-50% 
voter registration advantage 
for that party, while those 
with weak affiliation have 
only 10-15% advantage.
Photo credit: Daniel Smith, Director of  

Photographic Services, University of  

Central Oklahoma
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Oklahoma Voter Turnout – Primary Elections

�J�J>;�9ED=H;II?ED7B
B;L;B�FH?C7H?;I�>;B:�?D�$KBO����	�)AB7>EC7�;NF;H?;D9;:�J>;�BEM�LEJ;H�JKHD-
EKJ�J>7J�C7DO�E8I;HL;HI�>7:�<;7H;:��/EJ;H�JKHDEKJ�EDBO�7L;H7=;:�������JE�������<EH�J>;�IJ7J;�
B;=?IB7J?L;�H79;I���� EH�)AB7>EC7	�J>;�$KBO�����;B;9J?EDI�M;H;�7BCEIJ�J>;�UF;H<;9J�IJEHCV�<EH�BEM�
LEJ;H�F7HJ?9?F7J?ED��(EJ�EDBO�>7:�)AB7>EC7�CEL;:�?JI�FH?C7HO�:7J;�KF�7�CEDJ>�JE�9ECFBO�M?J>�J>;�
<;:;H7B�";BF��C;H?97�/EJ;��9J��"�/��	�8KJ�J>;H;�M7I�7BIE�EDBO�ED;�IJ7J;M?:;�H79;�7D:�EDBO�ED�J>;�
+;FK8B?97D�I?:;�<EH��EHFEH7J?ED��ECC?II?ED;H��->;H;�M;H;�7�<;M�9ECF;J?J?L;�9EDJ;IJI	�8KJ�C7DO�
;B;9J?ED�87BBEJI�79HEII�J>;�IJ7J;�<;7JKH;:�EDBO�ED;�EH�JME�H79;I��->;�EDBO�H79;�M?J>�>?=>�LEJ;H�JKHD-
EKJ�M7I�<EH�J>;�EF;D�I;9ED:�9ED=H;II?ED7B�:?IJH?9J�I;7J��#J�?I�B?A;BO�J>7J�J>;�UD;MV�:7J;�9EC8?D;:�
M?J>�J>;�B?C?J;:�87BBEJI�FHE:K9;:�BEM�LEJ;H�JKHDEKJ�J>HEK=>EKJ�J>;�IJ7J;�17, 18

Voter Turnout Percentage by Demographic Characteristics in Oklahoma

Registration and Voting Demographics, 2004-2010 General Elections from Census Data

REGISTERED VOTED

2010 2008 2006  2004 2010 2008 2006 2004

'7B;� 58.3 ���� ���� ���� 37.8 ���� ���� 58.0

Female ��� ���� ���� ���� ��� ���� ��� ���

White ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� 58.2 ���� ����

Black 57.0 73.1 ���� ���� ���� ���� 38.1 ����

"?IF7D?9 ���� ���� 31.5 21.7 11.9 19.5 ���� 18.9

Total 59.5 67.4 67.9 68.4 39.4 58.5 44.9 59.2

Native Americans were not noted in these voter turnout statistics because in many states they 
M;H;�JEE�IC7BB�E<�7�F;H9;DJ7=;�JE�8;�:?IJ?D=K?I>;:��"EM;L;H	�J>7J�?I�DEJ�J>;�97I;�?D�)AB7>EC7�
M>?9>�>7I�J>;�I;9ED:
B7H=;IJ�(7J?L;��C;H?97D�FEFKB7J?ED�7J�������799EH:?D=�JE�J>;����.�,��
�;DIKI��H?;<I��)AB7>EC7�7BIE�>7I�����E<�J>;�CEIJ�9ED9;DJH7J;:�9EKDJ?;I�?D�J>;�D7J?ED�19�.D<EH-
JKD7J;BO	�(7J?L;��C;H?97DI�>7L;�DEJ�7BM7OI�8;;D�CE8?B?P;:�JE�LEJ;��#D�J>;����;B;9J?EDI	�CEH;�
J>7D�ED;�C?BB?ED�;B?=?8B;�(7J?L;��C;H?97DI�7D:��B7IA7�(7J?L;I�M;H;�DEJ�H;=?IJ;H;:�JE�LEJ;T����
of the total Native population over 18. Native Americans have the lowest participation rate in 
LEJ?D=�E<�7DO�;J>D?9�=HEKF��->;�(7J?ED7B��ED=H;II�E<��C;H?97D� #D:?7DI� �(��#��>7I�9H;7J;:� J>;�
(7J?L;�/EJ;�*HE@;9J	�M>?9>�I;;AI�JE�?D9H;7I;�FEB?J?97B�F7HJ?9?F7J?ED�7CED=�(7J?L;��C;H?97DI�7D:�
:E9KC;DJ�IK9>�F7HJ?9?F7J?ED�JE�:H7M�7M7H;D;II�JE��C;H?97D�#D:?7D�7D:��B7IA7D�(7J?L;�?IIK;I��#D�
,;FJ;C8;H����	�(7J?L;�/EJ;�>EIJ;:�(7J?L;�/EJ;�0;;A�;L;DJI�J>HEK=>EKJ�J>;�IJ7J;�E<�)AB7>EC7�
JE�;D9EKH7=;�(7J?L;��C;H?97DI�DEJ�EDBO�JE�H;=?IJ;H�JE�LEJ;	�8KJ�7BIE�JE�H;C?D:�J>;C�JE�LEJ;�?D�J>;�
����;B;9J?EDI��)D;�IJK:O�KD:;HJ7A;D�8O�(7J?L;�/EJ;	�<EH�;N7CFB;	�I>EM;:�J>7J�?<�(7J?L;��C;H?-
97DI�LEJ;:�<KBBO�J>;O�9EKB:�7<<;9J�J>;�EKJ9EC;�?D�D?D;�E<�J>;�IM?D=�IJ7J;I�?D�J>;�����FH;I?:;DJ?7B�
election because of the concentration of Native Americans in those states.20

Other Forms of Political Participation

Sometimes or Always Voting in Local 
Elections Rank

1

)%
49 51

46.6%78.2% 49.4%

�BJ>EK=>� LEJ?D=� ?D� FH?C7HO� 7D:� FH;I?:;DJ?7B� 
;B;9J?EDI�?I�7D�?CFEHJ7DJ�F7HJ�E<�9?L?9�;D=7=;C;DJ	�
?J�?I�DEJ�J>;�EDBO�M7O�JE�;D=7=;�?D�J>;�9ECCKD?JO��
�?J?P;DI�97D�;D=7=;�?D�J>;?H�9ECCKD?JO�8O�:?I9KII-
?D=�FEB?J?9I�M?J>� <7C?BO�7D:� <H?;D:I	�9EDJ79J?D=�EH�
L?I?J?D=� FK8B?9� E<X9?7BI	� 8EO9EJJ?D=� FHE:K9JI	� EH� 
LEJ?D=� ?D� BE97B� ;B;9J?EDI�� *EB?J?97BBO� ;D=7=;:� 
citizens need to discuss politics in their everyday 

B?L;I���I�C;DJ?ED;:�FH;L?EKIBO	�M>?B;�J>?I�?I�7D�7H;7�<EH�?CFHEL;C;DJ�?D�)AB7>EC7	�J>;H;�>7I�8;;D�
H;9;DJ�=HEMJ>��#D���	�������E<�)AB7>EC7DI�J7BA;:�FEB?J?9I�M?J>�<7C?BO�7D:�<H?;D:I�7J�B;7IJ�7�<;M�
J?C;I�7�M;;A��->7J�H7J;�?D9H;7I;:�JE�������?D�����

Citizens that contacted  
or visited public officials

� )AB7>EC7 
� .�,���L;H7=;

10.5% 

12.6% 

9.9%

12.3%

2009

2011 
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OK: Political Action by Region

��.H87D
��,K8KH87D
  Rural

12.9
11.4

7.5 6.9
11.1

20.8

31.4
27.0

30.6

17.3

26.1

31.0

Contact Elected 
)<X9?7BI

�?I9KII�*EB?J?9I�
 H;GK;DJBO

Buycott or  
�EO9EJJ�*HE:K9JI

�BM7OI�/EJ;�?D�
&E97B��B;9J?EDI

0>?B;�)AB7>EC7DI�F7HJ?9?F7J;�?D�EJ>;H�FEB?J?97B�79J?L?J?;I�7J�BEM;H�H7J;I�M>;D�9ECF7H;:�JE�EJ>;H�
IJ7J;I	�J>;H;�>7I�8;;D�7�IB?=>J�?CFHEL;C;DJ�?D�)AB7>EC7�I?D9;�J>;�B7IJ�H;FEHJ�M7I�FHE:K9;:�?D�
���?D�EJ>;H�7H;7I�IK9>�7I�9EDJ79J?D=�7�FK8B?9�E<X9?7B	�7D:�8EO9EJJ?D=�7�FHE:K9J�EH�I;HL?9;��->;�
�����*,�:7J7�H;Y;9JI�J>7J�������E<�)AB7>EC7DI�9EDJ79J;:�EH�L?I?J;:�FK8B?9�E<X9?7BI�9ECF7H;:�
M?J>�������D7J?ED7BBO��->?I� ?I�7D� ?D9H;7I;�<HEC�J>;�����*,�:7J7�M>?9>�I>EM;:�)AB7>EC7WI�
H7J;�M7I�EDBO������9ECF7H;:�M?J>������D7J?ED7BBO��->;H;�7H;�I;L;H7B�FEII?8B;�H;7IEDI�<EH�J>?I�
?D9H;7I;	�?D9BK:?D=�J>;�<79J�J>7J�J>;�IKHL;O�M7I�9ED:K9J;:�?D�7�O;7H�M>;D�>;7BJ>97H;�H;<EHC�M7I�
7�9H?J?97B� ?IIK;� <EH� 9?L?97BBO�;D=7=;:�)AB7>EC7DI�� #D� J;HCI�E<�8EO9EJJ?D=�7�FHE:K9J�EH� I;HL?9;	� 
)AB7>EC7DI�?CFHEL;:�<HEC�����?D�J>;�����*,�XD:?D=I�JE������?D�J>;������*,�XD:?D=I	�
J>EK=>�8EJ>�O;7HI�M;H;�8;BEM�J>;�D7J?ED7B�7L;H7=;�

��
50%
��
30%
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OK: Political Action by Education Level
��&;II�J>7D�",
��",�!H7:K7J;
��,EC;��EBB;=;
  BA or more

8.8

17.8

2.4
4.6

31.6 29.7

6.6
9.8

27.6 27.7

13.6 13.6

29.9

39.9

16.6

20.4

Contact Elected 
)<X9?7BI

�?I9KII�*EB?J?9I
 H;GK;DJBO

Buycott or  
�EO9EJJ�*HE:K9JI

�BM7OI�/EJ;�?D�
&E97B��B;9J?EDI

)D;�I?=D?X97DJ�M;7AD;II�<EH�)AB7>EC7	�>EM;L;H	�M7I�LEJ?D=�?D�BE97B�;B;9J?EDI	�M>;H;�)AB7>EC7�
H7DA;:���J>�E<���IJ7J;I���99EH:?D=�JE��*,�:7J7	�EDBO�������E<�)AB7>EC7�H;I?:;DJI�I7?:�J>;O�
sometimes or always voted in local elections, such as for mayor or school board, compared with 
������E<� H;I?:;DJI�D7J?ED7BBO�� ->;� H;7B?JO	�>EM;L;H	� ?I�CK9>�CEH;�:?I7FFE?DJ?D=�� #D�)AB7>EC7	�
M>;D�EDBO�BE97B�;B;9J?EDI�7H;�ED�J>;�87BBEJ	�J>;�JOF?97B�LEJ;H�JKHDEKJ�7L;H7=;I�B;II�J>7D�����->;�
low turnout in local elections could be explained by the fact that local elections are not as adver-
J?I;:�7I�D7J?ED7B�7D:�IJ7J;�;B;9J?EDI��/EJ;HI�M>E�7H;�DEJ�FEB?J?97BBO�;D=7=;:�C7O�DEJ�8;�7M7H;�E<�
BE97B�;B;9J?EDI�:K;�JE�B79A�E<�?D<EHC7J?ED��&?A;M?I;	�LEJ;HI�M>E�7H;�FEB?J?97BBO�;D=7=;:�7H;�JOF?97BBO�
informed voters who are more likely to cast votes that represent their views. 

Oklahoma has some of the 
best voting machines in  
the country and has more 
polling places per capita than 
the national average.
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Improvements Made/ Improvements to be Made

VOTING MACHINES AND ELECTRONIC VOTER REGISTRATION
->;H;� 7H;� 7� <;M� EFFEHJKD?J?;I	� :;IF?J;� J>;� 9>7BB;D=;I� DEJ;:� 78EL;	� JE� ?CFHEL;� )AB7>EC7DIW� 
FEB?J?97B�;D=7=;C;DJ��)AB7>EC7	� <EH�;N7CFB;	� B;7:I� J>;�M7O�7I� J>;�XHIJ�IJ7J;� ?D� J>;�D7J?ED� JE�
7:EFJ�7�KD?X;:�LEJ?D=�C79>?D;�7CED=�7BB�E<� ?JI�FH;9?D9JI� ?D�������->;I;�;B;9J?ED�87BBEJI�M;H;�
;7IO� JE� KI;	� I?CFBO� H;7:� 8O� C79>?D;I	� 7D:� 9EKB:� 8;� JEJ7B;:� GK?9ABO�� ->;� �� FH;I?:;DJ?7B� 
;B;9J?ED�>;BF;:� JE�=;J� J>;�"�/��F7II;:� ?D����8O� J>;�.�,���ED=H;II�M>?9>�FHEL?:;:� <;:;H7B�
CED;O�<EH�IJ7J;I�I;;A?D=�JE�?CFHEL;�J>;?H�LEJ?D=�C79>?D;I�7D:�H;GK?H;:�J>7J�7BB�IJ7J;I�:E�IE�8O�
7�9;HJ7?D�:7J;��#D����	�J>;�IJ7J;�C7:;�LEJ?D=�C79>?D;�7:7FJ7J?EDI�?D�EH:;H�JE�9ECFBO�M?J>�D;M� 
799;II?8?B?JO� H;GK?H;C;DJI�M>?9>� 7BBEM� F>OI?97BBO� 9>7BB;D=;:� LEJ;HI� JE� LEJ;�M?J>EKJ� 7DO� 7II?I-
J7D9;���BJ>EK=>�?JI�LEJ?D=�C79>?D;I�7H;�JEF
DEJ9>	�)AB7>EC7�?I�ED;�E<����IJ7J;I�J>7J�:E;I�DEJ�
KI;�;B;9JHED?9�FEBB?D=�8EEAI�7J�J>;�FEBB?D=�FB79;�JE�L;H?<O�LEJ;HI��+7J>;H	�)AB7>EC7�FEBB�MEHA;HI�
IJ?BB�KI;�F7F;H�8EEAI� J>7J�7H;�FHEL?:;:�8O�;79>�9EKDJO��->?I�C?=>J�;NFB7?D�M>O�)AB7>EC7�>7:�
CEH;�E<�?JI�FHEL?I?ED7B�87BBEJI��������H;@;9J;:�J>7D�J>;�D7J?ED7B�7L;H7=;���������21

ACCESS TO INFORMATION AND VOTER REGISTRATION DRIVES
->;H;�>7L;�8;;D�;<<EHJI�JE�?D9H;7I;�LEJ;H�H;=?IJH7J?ED�?D�)AB7>EC7��->;�)AB7>EC7�,J7J;��B;9J?ED�
�E7H:�C7?DJ7?DI�7�:;J7?B;:�M;8I?J;�J>7J�FHEL?:;I�799;II�JE�J>;�LEJ;H�H;=?IJH7J?ED�<EHC�<EH�)AB7>EC7�
and up-to-date voter information and election results.22�)AB7>EC7��7CFKI��ECF79J�9EEH:?D7J;I�
7�IJ7J;M?:;�LEJ;H�H;=?IJH7J?ED�9EDJ;IJ�ED�9EBB;=;�97CFKI;I�7I�F7HJ�E<��EDIJ?JKJ?ED��7O�79J?L?J?;I��
->;�9EBB;=;I�7H;�97J;=EH?P;:�8O�;DHEBBC;DJ�I?P;�7D:�=?L;D�7�9EBEH� �H;:	�M>?J;	�EH�8BK;�� IE� J>7J�
I9>EEBI�7H;�9ECF;J?D=�7=7?DIJ�EJ>;HI�I?C?B7H� ?D�I?P;�23�)AB7>EC7WI�*HEIF;H?JO�*HE@;9J�FHEL?:;I�
7� LEJ;H� H;=?IJH7J?ED� JEEBA?J� <EH� ;CFBEO;HI� 7D:� EJ>;H� =HEKFI� ?D� )AB7>EC7� JE� ;D9EKH7=;� F;EFB;�
to vote.��� EH� J>;�����;B;9J?EDI	�=HEKFI�7I�:?L;HI;�7I� J>;�&;7=K;�E<�0EC;D�/EJ;HI	��>7D=;�
)AB7>EC7�"?IF7D?9�/EJ;H�+;=?IJH7J?ED��H?L;	�J>;�-KBI7�3EE	�J>;�)AB7>EC7�#D:?7D��7H��IIE9?7J?ED	�
�CFEM;H�)AB7>EC7	�7D:�J>;�(���*	�7BB�9ED:K9J;:�LEJ;H�H;=?IJH7J?ED�:H?L;I�

VOTER EDUCATION 
�DEJ>;H�EFFEHJKD?JO� JE� ?D9H;7I;�LEJ;H�;D=7=;C;DJ�9EKB:�8;�J>;�FK8B?97J?ED�E<�LEJ;H�;:K97J?ED�
=K?:;I�� ?D:?D=�DEDF7HJ?I7D�?D<EHC7J?ED�78EKJ�J>;�97D:?:7J;I�97D�8;�:?<X9KBJ�?D�)AB7>EC7�� EH�
J>EI;�M?J>�#DJ;HD;J�799;II	�J>;�;7I?;IJ�M7O�JE�XD:�DEDF7HJ?I7D�?D<EHC7J?ED�?I�J>HEK=>�M;8I?J;I�
IK9>� 7I� <7?HLEJ;�EH=	� LEJ;����EH=	� 7D:� IC7HJLEJ;H�EH=�� �KJ� <EH� J>EI;� M?J>EKJ� #DJ;HD;J� 799;II	�
J>;�7L7?B78?B?JO� E<�DEDF7HJ?I7D� ?D<EHC7J?ED� ?I� I97H9;��/EJ;H� ?D<EHC7J?ED�=K?:;I� 9EKB:� IEBL;� J>?I�
FHE8B;C��.DB?A;�)AB7>EC7	����IJ7J;I	�?D9BK:?D=��H?PED7�7D:��7B?<EHD?7	�>7L;�IEC;�<EHC�E<�LEJ;H�
?D<EHC7J?ED�=K?:;�:?IJH?8KJ;:� J>HEK=>EKJ� J>;�IJ7J;��->;�=K?:;�97D�8;�9H;7J;:�8O� J>;�IJ7J;�87H�
7IIE9?7J?ED	�J>;�@K:?9?7B�8H7D9>	�7�DEDFHEXJ�EH=7D?P7J?ED	�EH�7D�?DJ;H;IJ;:�8E:O	�7D:�97D�FHEL?:;�
?D<EHC7J?ED�JE�LEJ;HI�78EKJ�J>;�97D:?:7J;I�7D:�J>;�?IIK;I�?D�J>;�KF9EC?D=�;B;9J?ED��,K9>�=K?:;I�
7H;�JOF?97BBO�:?IJH?8KJ;:�78EKJ��
��M;;AI�8;<EH;�J>;�;B;9J?ED�7D:�E<J;D�?D9BK:;�I7CFB;�87BBEJI�25 

Hypotheses for Low Political Participation 

#D�7::?J?ED�JE�XD:?D=�IEBKJ?EDI�JE�?CFHEL;�LEJ;H�;D=7=;C;DJ	�?J�?I�?CFEHJ7DJ�JE�KD:;HIJ7D:�M>O�
)AB7>EC7DI�C?=>J�DEJ�8;�FEB?J?97BBO�;D=7=;:��

POLITICAL COMPETITION
*EB?J?97B�9ECF;J?J?ED�?I�7�I?=D?X97DJ�7IF;9J�E<�9?L?9�;D=7=;C;DJ�8;97KI;�9?J?P;DI�7H;�CEH;�B?A;BO�
JE�F7HJ?9?F7J;�M>;D�J>;O�ADEM�J>;?H�LEJ;I�C7A;�7�:?<<;H;D9;��0>;D�J>;H;�?I�EDBO�7�I?D=B;�97D:?:7J;	�
J>;H;�?I�E8L?EKIBO�DEJ�7�9>E?9;	�M>?9>�B;7:I�JE�BEM;H�;D=7=;C;DJ��)AB7>EC7�E<J;D�:E;I�DEJ�I9EH;�
>?=>BO�M>;D�?J�?I�H7DA;:�7=7?DIJ�EJ>;H�IJ7J;I�?D�J;HCI�E<�?JI�FEB?J?97B�9ECF;J?J?ED��#D�<79J	�7I�J>;� 
<EBBEM?D=�J78B;�I>EMI	�)AB7>EC7�H7DA;:�7CED=�J>;�8EJJEC�J;D�IJ7J;I�ED�XL;�E<�J>;�I?N�?D:?97JEHI� 
?D� 7� H;FEHJ� ;DJ?JB;:� U�K8?EKI� �;CE9H79OV� 8O� J>;� �;DJ;H� <EH� /EJ?D=� 7D:� �;CE9H79O	� 7D:� M7I� 
79JK7BBO�H7DA;:��J>�EL;H7BB�7CED=�J>;���IJ7J;I��� 

62.8% 
of Oklahoma State House 
seats did not have a chance 
to be competitive because 
of the lack of an opponent 
(2012)

Photo credit: Oklahoma Tourism and  

Recreation Department



 17

Dubious Democracy, 2006-2010, U.S. House Elections

Definition 
Oklahoma’s 
2010 Score

Oklahoma’s 
2010 Rank

2010  
National  
Average 

Oklahoma’s 
2006 Score

Margin of Victory
->;�FE?DJ�:?<<;H;D9;�
between the winner and 
the loser

���� 50th 33.0 33.0

Voter Turnout ->;�F;H9;DJ7=;�E<�F;EFB;�
who come out to vote 29.9% 50th ����� 35.3%

Representation Index
->;�F;H9;DJ7=;�E<�;B?=?8B;�
voters who voted for the 
M?DD?D=�97D:?:7J;

20.5% ��th 25.7% 23.2%

Incumbent Win Streak
->;�B;D=J>�E<�J?C;�I?D9;�7D�
)%�.�,��"EKI;�97D:?:7J;�
was defeated

18 elections 
(88 races in 
a row)

��th
����;B;9J?EDI�
������H79;I�
in a row)

���;B;9J?EDI

Landslide Index
->;�F;H9;DJ7=;�E<�7BB�)%�
.�,��"EKI;�H79;I�MED�8O�7�
C7H=?D�E<�L?9JEHO�E<�7J�B;7IJ�
20%

80% ��st ����� 100%

Seat-to-votes Index
->;�7L;H7=;�8O�M>?9>�ED;�
F7HJO�M?DI�7�=H;7J;H�F;H9;DJ-
7=;�E<�J>;�I;7JI�J>7D�LEJ;I

11.2% 17th 2.3% (��

Overall �;CE9H79O�#D:;N ���� 50th 25.8 ����

->;I;�X=KH;I�C?=>J�DEJ�8;�IE�7B7HC?D=�?<�)AB7>EC7�EDBO�;NF;H?;D9;I�7�B79A�E<�FEB?J?97B�9ECF;J?J?ED�
7J�J>;�9ED=H;II?ED7B�B;L;B���KJ�J>7J�?I�DEJ�J>;�97I;���J�J>;�IJ7J;�B;=?IB7J?L;�B;L;B	�)AB7>EC7�I;;CI�
JE�>7L;�7�>7H:� J?C;�X;B:?D=�;DEK=>�97D:?:7J;I���I�DEJ;:� ?D� J>;�2010 Oklahoma Civic Health  

Index	�E<�J>;����H79;I�<EH�J>;����)AB7>EC7�"EKI;	����M;H;�KD9EDJ;IJ;:�EH�������E<�7BB�I;7JI�� 
.D<EHJKD7J;BO	� )AB7>EC7WI� 9ECF;J?J?L;D;II� EDBO� :;9B?D;:� <EH� J>;� ���� ;B;9J?EDI�� #D� J>;� 
)AB7>EC7�"EKI;	����E<�J>;����C;C8;HI�I;;A?D=�H;
;B;9J?ED�?D�����MED�7DEJ>;H�J;HC�8;97KI;�
J>;O�:?:DWJ�>7L;�7D�EFFED;DJ��-ME�97D:?:7J;I�M>E�XB;:�<EH�7�I;7J� ?D�J>;�"EKI;�MED�J>;?H�8?:I�
M>;D�DE�ED;�;BI;�XB;:�27�->KI	�M>;H;�?J�M7I�EDBO�������E<�J>;�I;7JI�?D���	�?D�����7�M>EFF?D=�
������E<�)AB7>EC7�"EKI;�I;7JI�:?:�DEJ�>7L;�7�9>7D9;�JE�8;�9ECF;J?J?L;�8;97KI;�E<�J>;�B79A�E<�
an opponent.28 

BALLOT ACCESS
�DEJ>;H�?IIK;�J>7J�C7O�799EKDJ�<EH�J>;�BEM�FEB?J?97B�F7HJ?9?F7J?ED�?I�87BBEJ�799;II��0>?B;�)AB7>EC7�
B;7:I�C7DO�IJ7J;I�?D�IEC;�C;7IKH;I�E<�LEJ?D=�799;II?8?B?JO�DEJ;:�FH;L?EKIBO	�)AB7>EC7WI�;B;9J?ED�
FHE9;:KH;I�7H;�I?CFBO�DEJ�:;I?=D;:�JE�7BBEM�<EH�J>;�=H;7J;IJ��JKHDEKJ��#J�>7I�7BH;7:O�8;;D�DEJ;:�
J>7J�)AB7>EC7�:E;I�DEJ�>7L;�I7C;
:7O�LEJ;H�H;=?IJH7J?ED�EH�F7F;HB;II�EDB?D;�LEJ;H�H;=?IJH7J?ED�
B?A;�IEC;�IJ7J;I���7HBO�LEJ?D=�?I�H;IJH?9J;:�?D�)AB7>EC7�8O�7�I>EHJ�;7HBO
LEJ?D=�F;H?E:�7D:�B?C?J;:�
799;II�JE�FEBBI�:KH?D=�J>;�;7HBO
LEJ?D=�F;H?E:�S�EDBO�ED;�FEBB�F;H�9EKDJO���KJ�)AB7>EC7�7BIE�>7I�
EJ>;H�;B;9J?ED�FHE9;:KH;I� J>7J�I;;C�JE�:?I9EKH7=;� JKHDEKJ�� EH�;N7CFB;	�M>?B;�)AB7>EC7�>7I�
?D
F;HIED�78I;DJ;;�87BBEJ?D=�7D:�DE
;N9KI;�78I;DJ;;�87BBEJ?D=	�)AB7>EC7�H;GK?H;I�J>7J�7BB�78-
I;DJ;;�87BBEJI�8;�DEJ7H?P;:�7D:�J>7J�J>;�87BBEJI�8;�H;JKHD;:�8O�C7?B�M?J>�7�I;HL?9;�J>7J�H;GK?H;I�
:;B?L;HO�:E9KC;DJ7J?ED��->;I;�H;GK?H;C;DJI�:?I9EKH7=;�LEJ;H�JKHDEKJ	�7I�)AB7>EC7DI�DEJ�EDBO�
KI;�J>;�78I;DJ;;�FHE9;:KH;�B;II�J>7D�J>;�H;IJ�E<�J>;�9EKDJHO�������E<�7BB�87BBEJI�<EH�)AB7>EC7	�
������ <EH�.,�	� 8KJ�)AB7>EC7�7BIE�>7:�CEH;� E<� ?JI� 87BBEJI� H;@;9J;:� <EH� DEJ� >7L?D=� 7� I?=D7JKH;�
�����L;HIKI������ <EH�.,��29� ->?I�FHE9;:KH;�8;97C;�;L;D�CEH;�:?<X9KBJ� ?D��FH?B�����M>;D�
)AB7>EC7�F7II;:�7�B7M�B?C?J?D=�7�DEJ7HO�FK8B?9�JE�DEJ7H?P?D=�7�C7N?CKC�E<���78I;DJ;;�87BBEJI��

VOTER ID LAW 
�DEJ>;H�FEJ;DJ?7B�<79JEH	�J>;�;<<;9J�E<�M>?9>�>7I�O;J�JE�8;�:;J;HC?D;:	�?I�)AB7>EC7WI�LEJ;H�#��B7M��
#D���	�)AB7>EC7�;D79J;:�J>;�FHEE<
E<
LEJ;H
?:;DJ?JO�B7M	�EH�M>7J�?J�?I�CEH;�9ECCEDBO�H;<;HH;:�
JE�7I�J>;�LEJ;H�#��B7M	�H;GK?H?D=�LEJ;HI�JE�FH;I;DJ�F>EJE�?:;DJ?X97J?ED�7J�J>;�J?C;�7�LEJ;�?I�FB79;:�
?D�F;HIED��0?J>EKJ�J>?I�?:;DJ?X97J?ED	�7D�?D:?L?:K7B�>7I�JE�LEJ;�KI?D=�7�FHEL?I?ED7B�87BBEJ	�M>?9>�M?BB�
8;�9EKDJ;:�M>;D�L;H?X;:�7<J;H�J>;�;B;9J?ED��

9.1% 
of Oklahomans use the  
absentee voting procedure 
compared to 15.1%  
nationally.
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)AB7>EC7�LEJ;HI�>7L;�DEJ�O;J�I;;D�J>;�<KBB�;<<;9JI�E<�J>;�LEJ;H�#��B7M	�7I�?J�@KIJ�JEEA�;<<;9J�<EH�
J>;�XHIJ�IJ7J;M?:;�;B;9J?ED�ED�(EL;C8;H��	������(;L;HJ>;B;II	�:KH?D=�J>;�����FH?C7HO�HKDE<<�
;B;9J?EDI	�78EKJ����E<�J>;�LEJ;HI�M>E�<7?B;:�JE�FH;I;DJ�FHEF;H�?:;DJ?X97J?ED�;D:;:�KF�>7L?D=�
J>;?H�87BBEJI�9EKDJ;:��->;H;�M;H;����FHEL?I?ED7B�87BBEJI�XB;:�:K;�JE�B79A�E<�?:;DJ?X97J?ED	�7D:�7BB�
8KJ�D?D;�M;H;�:;J;HC?D;:�JE�8;�FHEF;HBO�H;=?IJ;H;:�LEJ;HI�30�->;�LEJ;H�#��B7M�?I�7�D;M�JH;D:�?D�
;B;9J?EDI	�M?J>����IJ7J;I�9EDI?:;H?D=�LEJ;H�#��B;=?IB7J?ED�?D�����7D:�;?=>J�IJ7J;I�;D79J?D=�D;M�
laws.31�/EJ;H�#��B7MI�7H;�E<�?DJ;H;IJ�8;97KI;�J>EI;�EFFEI;:�JE�J>;I;�B7MI�8;B?;L;�J>;O�C7O�H;-
IJH?9J�J>;�H?=>J�JE�LEJ;�7D:�97D�9EDJH?8KJ;�JE�BEM�LEJ;H�JKHDEKJ	�M>?B;�IKFFEHJ;HI�8;B?;L;�J>;O�C7O�
help secure the election process and reduce voter fraud.  

CHALLENGES WITH MILITARY/OVERSEAS VOTERS 
->;�9?L?9�;D=7=;C;DJ�E<�C?B?J7HO�7D:�EL;HI;7I�LEJ;HI�?I�7D�?CFEHJ7DJ�?IIK;�?D�)AB7>EC7�8;97KI;�
)AB7>EC7�>7I�XL;�C?B?J7HO�?DIJ7BB7J?EDI�M?J>?D�J>;�IJ7J;	�?D9BK:?D=�J>;� EHJ�,?BB��HCO�*EIJ	�M>?9>�?I�
BE97J;:�?D��EC7D9>;��EKDJO	�ED;�E<�J>;�B;7IJ
LEJ?D=�9EKDJ?;I�?D�J>;�IJ7J;��'?B?J7HO�7D:�EL;HI;7I�
LEJ;HI�FH;I;DJ� IF;9?7B� 9>7BB;D=;I�8;97KI;� J>;O�>;7L?BO� H;BO� ED�78I;DJ;;�87BBEJI�� #D� J>;����
;B;9J?EDI	�J>;�C?B?J7HO�LEJ;H�JKHDEKJ�M7I�EDBO�����D7J?EDM?:;	�9ECF7H;:�M?J>�J>;�=;D;H7B�LEJ;H�
JKHDEKJ�E<�������I�7�H;IKBJ	��ED=H;II�F7II;:�J>;�'?B?J7HO�7D:�)L;HI;7I�/EJ;H��CFEM;HC;DJ��9J�
?D����M>?9>�H;GK?H;:�IJ7J;I�JE�CEL;�J>;?H�;B;9J?ED�:7J;I�JE�799ECCE:7J;�J>;I;�LEJ;HI��#J�7BIE�
H;GK?H;:�IJ7J;I�JE�IJ7D:7H:?P;�J>;?H�78I;DJ;;�C?B?J7HO�87BBEJI�7D:�;79>�C?B?J7HO�87I;�JE�>7L;�7�
LEJ;H�7II?IJ7D9;�E<X9;��#D����	�)AB7>EC7�CEL;:�KF�J>;�:7J;�E<�?JI�9ED=H;II?ED7B�FH?C7HO�;B;9-
J?EDI�8O�7BCEIJ�7�CEDJ>	�<HEC��K=KIJ�JE�$KBO	�JE�C;;J�J>;�D;M�<;:;H7B�H;GK?H;C;DJ�32�'EL?D=�J>?I�
:7J;�KF�I>EKB:�>7L;�J>;�H;IKBJ�E<�?D9H;7I?D=�C?B?J7HO�LEJ;H�F7HJ?9?F7J?ED�?D�J>;�<KJKH;	�8KJ�?D�J>;�
2012 primary election, it seemed to confuse voters as there was much lower voter turnout.

TERM LIMITS IN OKLAHOMA
�� J;HC� B?C?J� ?I� 7� B;D=J>� E<� J?C;� FB79;:� ED� 7D� ;B;9J;:� E<X9?7B� JE� >EB:� ;B;9J;:� E<X9;��(EHC7BBO	�
term limits are enacted to foster competitive elections, represent a diverse population accurately, 
M;7A;D�?DJ;H;IJ�=HEKFI	�7D:�FH;L;DJ�B?<;J?C;�FK8B?9�I;HL7DJI�<HEC�JKHD?D=�?DJE�97H;;H�FEB?J?9?7DI�33 
,J7J;I�J>7J�>7L;�7:EFJ;:�J;HC�B?C?JI�>7L;�;NF;H?;D9;:�=H;7J;H�JKHDEL;H�H7J;I�?D�.�,��B;=?IB7JKH;I��� 
->EI;�M>E�7H;�EFFEI;:�JE�J;HC�B?C?JI�8;B?;L;�B?C?JI�:?I9EKH7=;�:;CE9H79O�8;97KI;�J>;�M?BB�E<�J>;�
F;EFB;WI�LEJ;�?I�DEJ�H;FH;I;DJ;:	�;NF;H?;D9;�?I�H;CEL;:�<HEC�E<X9;	�JKHDEL;H�:E;I�DEJ�FHEL?:;�
BED=
J;HC�IEBKJ?EDI	�7D:�J>;�IF;D:?D=�JE�M?D�7D�;B;9J?ED�C7O�8;�?D9H;7I;:�=H;7JBO�35�-;HC�B?C?JI�
?D�)AB7>EC7�M;H;�;D79J;:�?D�����7D:�J>;�B7MI�JEEA�;<<;9J�?D�����#D���	�7D�;?=>J
O;7H�J;HC�
B?C?J�M7I�FB79;:�KFED�J>;�E<X9;�E<�=EL;HD;H�M>?B;�J>;�B;=?IB7J?L;�J;HC�B?C?J�9EDI?IJI�E<����O;7HI�E<�
combined service in both chambers.���)AB7>EC7�7BIE�>7I�J;HC�B?C?JI�<EH�EJ>;H�IJ7J;M?:;�;B;9J;:�
E<X9;I	� ?D9BK:?D=� B?;KJ;D7DJ�=EL;HDEH	�IJ7J;�7K:?JEH�7D:�?DIF;9JEH	�7JJEHD;O�=;D;H7B	�IJ7J;�JH;7-
surer, labor commissioner,state schools superintendent, and insurance commissioner.37��;IF?J;�
J>;� 9>7D=;� JE� J;HC� B?C?JI	�)AB7>EC7WI� FEB?J?97B� F7HJ?9?F7J?ED� H7J;I� 7H;� IJ?BB� 8;BEM� J>;�D7J?ED7B�
7L;H7=;��+;9;DJ�797:;C?9�IJK:?;I�>7L;�I>EMD�J>7J�IJ7J;I�M?J>�IJ7J;�B;=?IB7J?L;�J;HC�B?C?JI�>7L;�
actually experienced decreases in voter turnout.38�'7DO�H;7IEDI�<EH�J>;�BEM;H�JKHDEKJ�>7L;�8;;D�
>OFEJ>;I?P;:	� ?D9BK:?D=�J>;�<79J�J>7J�J;HC�B?C?JI�JOF?97BBO� B;7:�JE�FK8B?9�E<X9?7BI�@KIJ�HEJ7J?D=�JE�
D;M�E<X9;I	�H7J>;H�J>7D�9H;7J?D=�7�D;M�:?L;HI;�=HEKF�E<�E<X9?7BI�7I�;NF;9J;:�

BALLOT FATIGUE    
�7BBEJ�<7J?=K;�97D�7BIE�9EDJH?8KJ;�JE�BEM;H�9?L?9�;D=7=;C;DJ���7BBEJ�<7J?=K;�97D�>7FF;D�M>;D�J>;�
87BBEJ�?I�IE�BED=�J>7J�?J�79JK7BBO�:?I9EKH7=;I�LEJ;H�JKHDEKJ��#D���	�)AB7>EC7�LEJ;HI�<79;:�ED;�E<�
J>;?H�BED=;IJ�87BBEJI�?D�>?IJEHO	��?D9BK:?D=�CEIJ�IJ7J;M?:;�I;7JI�IK9>�7I�=EL;HDEH�7D:�B?;KJ;D7DJ�
=EL;HDEH	�.�,�� H;FH;I;DJ7J?L;�I;7JI	�7BED=�M?J>�7IIE9?7J;� @K:=;I	�:?IJH?9J� @K:=;I	�:?IJH?9J�7JJEH-
D;OI	�IJ7J;�B;=?IB7JEHI	�7D:�I;7JI�ED�J>;�9?L?B�9EKHJI�E<�7FF;7BI��->;H;�M;H;�7BIE����IJ7J;�GK;I-
tions which added nearly 2000 words to the ballot.39

THE OVERALL STATUS OF OKLAHOMA’S POLITICAL ENGAGEMENT
�I� I>EMD� 78EL;	� )AB7>EC7� >7I� 8EJ>� IJH;D=J>I� 7D:� M;7AD;II;I� M>;D� ?J� 9EC;I� JE� FEB?J?97B� 
F7HJ?9?F7J?ED��->;�IJ7J;�?I�IJHED=�M>;D�?J�9EC;I�JE�?JI�;B;9J?ED�FHE9;II;I��#J�>7I�IEC;�E<�J>;�8;IJ�
LEJ?D=�C79>?D;I�?D�J>;�9EKDJHO�7D:�>7I�CEH;�FEBB?D=�FB79;I�J>7D�J>;�D7J?ED7B�7L;H7=;���BJ>EK=>�
8;>?D:�D7J?ED7B�7L;H7=;I	�)AB7>EC7DI�?D�H;9;DJ�O;7HI�>7L;�7BIE�;D=7=;:�?D�CEH;�FEB?J?97B�8;>7L?EHS�
M>;J>;H� J>7J� ?I� 8EO9EJJ?D=� FHE:K9JI	� :?I9KII?D=� FEB?J?9I�M?J>� <7C?BO� 7D:� <H?;D:I	� EH� 9EDJ79J?D=�
FK8B?9�E<X9?7BI���BB�E<�J>;I;�8;>7L?EHI�?D9H;7I;:�<HEC����JE����	�799EH:?D=�JE��*,�:7J7��

Since 2010, Oklahomans have 
engaged more in political be-
haviors including boycotting 
products, discussing politics 
with family and friends, or 
contacting public officials.
Photo credit: Daniel Smith, Director of  

Photographic Services, University of  

Central Oklahoma
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"EM;L;H	� J>;H;� ?I� IJ?BB� I?=D?X97DJ� HEEC� <EH� ?CFHEL;C;DJ�� #IIK;I� IK9>� 7I� FEB?J?97B� 9ECF;J?J?ED	�
;B;9JEH7B�799;II	�LEJ;H�?D<EHC7J?ED	�7D:�EJ>;HI�H;GK?H;�97H;<KB�9EDI?:;H7J?ED��)AB7>EC7�D;;:I�JE�
C7A;�7�9>7D=;�?D�EH:;H�JE�?CFHEL;�?JI�9?L?9�>;7BJ>���<<;9J?L;�FEB?J?97B�;D=7=;C;DJ�C;7DI�J>7J�7BB�
E<�)AB7>EC7WI�H;I?:;DJI�7H;�;D=7=;:�?D�J>;�;B;9JEH7B�FHE9;II�7D:�8;9EC;�CEH;�?DL;IJ;:�?D�7D:�
attached to their communities, which therefore can lead to an increase in the overall civic health 
of the state. 

CONFIDENCE IN PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS 

��I?=D?X97DJ�9ECFED;DJ�JE�J>;�IJ7J;WI�9?L?9�>;7BJ>�?I�9?J?P;DIW�9EDX:;D9;�?D�
J>;?H�FK8B?9�?DIJ?JKJ?EDI	�7I�J>?I�C?=>J�9EDD;9J�IJHED=BO�M?J>�J>;?H�M?BB?D=D;II�
JE�;D=7=;��0>?B;�J>;H;�7H;�C7DO�FEII?8B;�;NFB7D7J?EDI�<EH�9KHH;DJ�H7J;I�E<�
9EDX:;D9;�?D�C7@EH�?DIJ?JKJ?EDI	�ED;�J>;EHO�?I�J>7J�J>;�IJ7J;�E<�J>;�;9EDECO�
C?=>J�FB7O�7�9;DJH7B�HEB;��+;=7H:B;II	�?J�I;;CI�JE�8;�JHK;�J>7J��C;H?97DI�
>7L;�>7:�:;9H;7I?D=�9EDX:;D9;�?D�C7@EH�?DIJ?JKJ?EDI�?D�H;9;DJ�O;7HI���

�O�7�M?:;�C7H=?D	�CEIJ��C;H?97DI�>7L;� BEIJ� 9EDX:;D9;� J>7J� J>;� <;:;H7B� =EL;HDC;DJ�EH� B7H=;�
9EHFEH7J?EDI�97D�IEBL;�J>;�9EKDJHOWI�9KHH;DJ�;9EDEC?9�9H?I?I���I�7<XHC;:�?D�7�D7J?EDM?:;�FEBB�9ED-
:K9J;:�B7IJ�O;7H	��C;H?97DI�=;D;H7BBO�8;B?;L;�J>7J�?J�?I�IC7BB�8KI?D;II;I�������7D:�BE97B�8KI?D;II�
B;7:;HI������	�DEJ��ED=H;II���������EH�B7H=;�9EHFEH7J?EDI������	�J>7J�97D�8;�JHKIJ;:�JE�9EC;�KF�
M?J>�?:;7I�<EH�9H;7J?D=�@E8I��

->;�B79A�E<�9EDX:;D9;�?D�C7DO�E<�J>;�9EKDJHOWI�B7H=;IJ�FK8B?9�?DIJ?JKJ?EDI	�M>;J>;H�?J�?I�J>;�<;:;H7B�
=EL;HDC;DJ�EH�B7H=;�9EHFEH7J?EDI	�>7I�=H7:K7BBO�:;9B?D;:�EL;H�J>;�F7IJ�<EKH�:;97:;I�����"EM;L;H	�
J>?I�:EMDM7H:�JH;D:�C7O�D;L;H�>7L;�8;;D�IE�7FF7H;DJ�J>7D�7<J;H�J>;����XD7D9?7B�9H?I?I�7D:�EKH�
country’s labored attempts to climb out of the economic recession that followed.

Accountability and transparency are important traits of any successful public institution and its 
B;7:;HI���KJ�M>;D�J>;�FK8B?9�BEI;I�9EDX:;D9;�?D�7D�?DIJ?JKJ?EDWI�B;7:;HI>?F	�?J�97D�KD:;HC?D;�J>;�
FK8B?9WI�9EDX:;D9;�?D�J>;�;DJ?H;�?DIJ?JKJ?ED��,K9>�7�:;J;H?EH7J?ED�E<�9EDX:;D9;	�;IF;9?7BBO�M>;D�
J>;�FK8B?9�?DIJ?JKJ?ED�?I�J>;�<;:;H7B�=EL;HDC;DJ�?JI;B<	�97D�>7L;�:7D=;HEKI�H7C?X97J?EDI�JE�IE9?;JO�
?D�=;D;H7B�

U�D� ;HEI?ED� E<� 9EDX:;D9;� ?D� C7@EH� ?DIJ?JKJ?EDI� E<� IE9?;JO	� ;IF;9?7BBO� J>EI;� E<� H;FH;I;DJ7J?L;� 
democracy, is a far more serious threat to democracy than a loss of trust in other citizens or politi-
9?7DIR��4&5EII�E<�9EDX:;D9;�?D�?DIJ?JKJ?EDI�C7O�M;BB�8;�7�8;JJ;H�?D:?97JEH�E<�FK8B?9�:?I7<<;9J?ED�
M?J>�J>;�CE:;HD�MEHB:�8;97KI;�J>;O�7H;�J>;�87I?9�F?BB7HI�E<�IE9?;JO��#<�J>;O�8;=?D�JE�9HKC8B;	�J>;D�
there is, indeed, cause for concern.”��

+;9;DJ�:7J7�IK==;IJI�J>7J��C;H?97D�9?J?P;DI�7H;�BEI?D=�9EDX:;D9;�?D�C7DO�FK8B?9�?DIJ?JKJ?EDI�7D:�
J>;�B;7:;HI�E<�J>;I;�?DIJ?JKJ?EDI��->?I�;HEI?ED�E<�FK8B?9�9EDX:;D9;�97D�7BIE�8;�I;;D�?D������*,�
:7J7�;N7C?D;:�8;BEM	�7BED=�M?J>�EJ>;H�D7J?ED7B�H;I;7H9>�H;IKBJI�

Confidence in the Media

Some or Great Confidence in Media Rank

1

)%
41 51

51.6%72.4% 58.4%

U�C;H?97DI� >7L;� =HEMD� CEH;� D;=7J?L;� 78EKJ�
the media in recent years, as they have about 
C7DO�EJ>;H�.�,��?DIJ?JKJ?EDI�7D:�J>;�:?H;9J?ED�E<�
J>;� 9EKDJHO� ?D� =;D;H7B	V� 799EH:?D=� JE�7� H;9;DJ�
!7BBKF�*EBB	�M>?9>�<EKD:�J>7J�EDBO�����E<�7:KBJI�
D7J?EDM?:;� ;NFH;II;:� 7� =H;7J� :;7B� E<� 9EDX-
dence in television media.���->;�!7BBKF�FEBB�M7I�
J7A;D� I>EHJBO� 7<J;H� C7@EH� J;B;L?I?ED� EKJB;JI� 

Photo credit: Patti Loughlin

21% 
of those polled nationally 
had a positive view of large 
corporations, while 71% 
had a positive view of small 
businesses. (Gallup, 2012)
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;HHED;EKIBO�H;FEHJ;:�J>7J�J>;�.�,��,KFH;C;��EKHJ�>7:�IJHK9A�:EMD�J>;��<<EH:78B;��7H;��9J�ED�
$KD;���	��������->?I�H;Y;9J;:�7�����:;9H;7I;�?D�9EDX:;D9;�<HEC�J>;�FH;L?EKI�O;7H�7D:�7�����
:HEF�<HEC������M>;D�!7BBKF�8;=7D�C;7IKH?D=�J>?I�:7J7���

)AB7>EC7DI�I?C?B7HBO�B79A�9EDX:;D9;�?D�J>;�C;:?7	�799EH:?D=�JE������*,�:7J7���BJ>EK=>�J>;O�
M;H;�DEJ�7IA;:�JE�:?<<;H;DJ?7J;�8;JM;;D�J>;�:?<<;H;DJ�C;:?7�<EHC7JI	�EDBO�������E<�)AB7>EC7D�
H;IFED:;DJI�H;FEHJ;:�J>;O�M;H;�L;HO�EH�IEC;M>7J�9EDX:;DJ�?D�J>;�C;:?7�JE�:E�J>;�H?=>J�J>?D=��
0>?B;�D;?J>;H�J>;�H;9;DJ�!7BBKF�FEBB�DEH�J>;�.�,���;DIKI��KHH;DJ�*EFKB7J?ED�,KHL;O�:?IJ?D=K?I>;I�
8;JM;;D�BE97B�7D:�978B;�J;B;L?I?ED�D;MI�EKJB;JI	�7�IKHL;O�9ED:K9J;:�8O�J>;�*;M�+;I;7H9>��;DJ;H�
IK==;IJI�J>7J�D;=7J?L;�FK8B?9�I;DJ?C;DJ�JEM7H:�J;B;L?I?ED�D;MI�C7O�8;�?DYK;D9;:�CEH;�8O�978B;�
news outlets than network or local news outlets.��

#D�J>7J�I7C;�FEBB	�978B;�D;MI�EKJB;JI��M;H;�CEIJ�<H;GK;DJBO�9?J;:�8O�F7HJ?9?F7DJI�M>;D�7IA;:�UM>7J�
9EC;I� JE�C?D:�M>;D� OEK� J>?DA�78EKJ�7�D;MI�EH=7D?P7J?ED�V���)L;H7BB	�����E<�7BB� H;IFED:;DJI�
named a cable news network rather than a network news outlet, a local television news outlet, 
D7J?ED7B�D;MIF7F;H	� BE97B�D;MIF7F;H	�EH� #DJ;HD;J�EKJB;J����->EI;�I7C;�H;IFED:;DJI�9EDXHC;:�
J>;?H�8;B?;<�J>7J�D;MI�EH=7D?P7J?EDI�7H;�E<J;D�?DYK;D9;:�8O�FEM;H<KB�F;EFB;�7D:�EH=7D?P7J?EDI�
����	�J;D:�JE�<7LEH�ED;�I?:;������	�7D:�FH;I;DJ�IJEH?;I�J>7J�7H;�E<J;D�?D799KH7J;��������� When 
*;M�+;I;7H9>��;DJ;H�IJ7HJ;:�7IA?D=�J>;I;�GK;IJ?EDI�?D�����	�EDBO�����E<�H;IFED:;DJI�8;B?;L;:�
D;MI�EH=7D?P7J?EDI�M;H;�8?7I;:�EH�?DYK;D9;:�8O�FEM;H<KB�F;EFB;��,?D9;�����	�J>;�FK8B?9WI�8;B?;<�
?D�J>;�?D799KH79O�E<�J>;�D;MI�C;:?7WI�H;FEHJ�>7I�D;7HBO�:EK8B;:�<HEC�����JE�����50

#D� <7?HD;II�JE�J>;�C;:?7	� J>;H;� ?I�9EDI?:;H78B;�H;I;7H9>�J>7J�IK==;IJI�J>7J�L?;M;HIW�EMD� ?:;E-
BE=?97B�EH�F7HJ?I7D�FEI?J?EDI�<H;GK;DJBO�?DYK;D9;�J>;?H�F;H9;FJ?EDI�E<�C;:?7�8?7I�51�->;I;�C;:?7�
IJK:?;I�FHEFEI;�J>7J�J>;�CEH;�?:;EBE=?97B�EH�F7HJ?I7D�J>;�L?;M;HI	�J>;�CEH;�B?A;BO�J>;�L?;M;HI�7H;�
to believe that the media favors their opponents.52

Confidence in the Government

�;IF?J;�J>?I�B79A�E<�9EDX:;D9;�?D�J>;�C;:?7	�CEIJ��C;H?97DI�IJ?BB�>7L;�CEH;�9EDX:;D9;�?D�J>;�
C;:?7�J>7D�J>;�=EL;HDC;DJ	�;IF;9?7BBO�J>;�<;:;H7B�=EL;HDC;DJ�53��99EH:?D=�JE�J>;�*;M�+;I;7H9>�
�;DJ;H	�U�O�7BCEIJ�;L;HO�9ED9;?L78B;�C;7IKH;��C;H?97DI�7H;�B;II�FEI?J?L;�7D:�CEH;�9H?J?97B�E<�
=EL;HDC;DJ� J>;I;� :7OI�V���0>?B;� 7� ,;FJ;C8;H� ���� IKHL;O� IK==;IJ;:� J>7J� �C;H?97DIW� 9EDX-
:;D9;�?D�J>;�<;:;H7B�=EL;HDC;DJ�J?9A;:�KF�IB?=>JBO�EL;H�J>;�F7IJ�O;7H	�:?II7J?I<79J?ED�M?J>�7BB�J>H;;�
8H7D9>;I�>7:�?D9H;7I?D=BO�:;9B?D;:�I?D9;����55

(EM>;H;� ?I� J>;� FK8B?9WI� B79A� E<� 9EDX:;D9;� ?D� <;:;H7B� =EL;HDC;DJ� =H;7J;H� J>7D� J>;� B;=?IB7J?L;�
8H7D9>�� #D� 7� I?N
O;7H� F;H?E:	� �ED=H;IIW� <7LEH78?B?JO� H7J?D=� :HEFF;:� ?D� J>;� IKHL;O� <HEC� ���� JE�
���	�B;7:?D=�*;M�+;I;7H9>��;DJ;H�JE�9ED9BK:;�J>7J�:?I9EDJ;DJ�JEM7H:��ED=H;II�>7I�I;;C?D=BO� 
UFE?IED;:� J>;�M;BB� <EH� JHKIJ� ?D� J>;� <;:;H7B� =EL;HDC;DJV� ?D� =;D;H7B���� *K8B?9� :?I9EDJ;DJ� JEM7H:�
<;:;H7B� =EL;HDC;DJ� ?I� DEJ� B?C?J;:� JE� J>;� B;=?IB7J?L;� 8H7D9>�� -HKIJ� ?D� J>;� ;N;9KJ?L;� 8H7D9>�>7I�
H;C7?D;:�IB?=>JBO�>?=>;H�J>7D�J>;�B;=?IB7J?L;�8H7D9>�ED�7�<7?HBO�9EDI?IJ;DJ�87I?I��,?D9;�<7BB?D=�JE�
��� :KH?D=�07J;H=7J;	� 9EDX:;D9;� ?D� J>;� ;N;9KJ?L;� 8H7D9>� 79JK7BBO� 9B?C8;:� IJ;7:?BO� EL;H� J>;�
D;NJ���O;7HI�?D�!7BBKF�FEBB?D=	�JE�7�CE:;HD�>?=>�E<�����?D�����->;�FK8B?9WI�9EDX:;D9;�B;L;B�
:HEFF;:�I?=D?X97DJBO	� J>EK=>	� <EBBEM?D=�*H;I?:;DJ�!;EH=;�0���KI>WI�:;9B7H7J?ED�E<�M7H�7=7?DIJ�
#H7G�?D���	�D;7HBO�C7J9>?D=�07J;H=7J;
B;L;B�BEMI�JEM7H:�J>;�;D:�E<����57�,?D9;�J>7J�J?C;	�
;N;9KJ?L;�8H7D9>�9EDX:;D9;�>7I�H;8EKD:;:��->?I�F7IJ�O;7H	�!7BBKF�H;FEHJ;:�J>7J�����E<�J>EI;�
IKHL;O;:�>7:�CK9>�JHKIJ�7D:�9EDX:;D9;�?D�J>;�;N;9KJ?L;�8H7D9>�58

�CED=IJ�7BB�J>;�:7J7�9EBB;9J;:�ED�9EDX:;D9;�?D�J>;�J>H;;�8H7D9>;I�E<�=EL;HDC;DJ	�F;H>7FI�J>;�
CEIJ�DEJ;MEHJ>O�JH;D:�?DLEBL;I�J>;�;HE:?D=�B79A�E<�9EDX:;D9;�?D�J>;�@K:?9?7B�8H7D9>��->;�.D?J;:�
,J7J;I�,KFH;C;��EKHJ�>7I�>?IJEH?97BBO�8;;D�9EDI?:;H;:�J>;�B;7IJ�F7HJ?I7D��,EC;�B;=7B�9ECC;DJ7JEHI	�
>EM;L;H	�7II;HJ�J>7J�J>;�.�,��,KFH;C;��EKHJ�@KIJ?9;I�DE�BED=;H�H;CEL;�J>;?H�FEB?J?97B�?:;EBE=?;I�
<HEC�J>;?H�B;=7B�EF?D?EDI���I�DEJ;:�8O�ED;�9ECC;DJ7JEH��U0>;D�?J�9EC;I�JE�J>;�9EH;�E<�J>;��EKHJWI�
MEHA	�:;J;HC?D?D=�J>;�9EDJ;CFEH7HO�C;7D?D=�E<�J>;��EDIJ?JKJ?ED	�?J�?I�?:;EBE=O	�DEJ�9H7<J�EH�IA?BB	�
that controls the outcome of cases.”59

58.4% 
Only 58.4% of Oklahoman  
respondents reported they 
were very or somewhat  
confident in the media to  
do the right thing.
Photo credit: Daniel Smith, Director of  

Photographic Services, University of  

Central Oklahoma
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0>;J>;H�H;7B�EH�F;H9;?L;:	�FK8B?9�9EDX:;D9;�?D�J>;�$K:?9?7B��H7D9>�>7I�8;;D�:?C?D?I>;:�7I�?JI�
9EKHJI	�;IF;9?7BBO�J>;�.�,��,KFH;C;��EKHJ	�>7L;�9EC;�JE�8;�I;;D�8O�IEC;�7I�7DEJ>;H�F7MD�?D�J>;�
ED=E?D=�87JJB;�E<�9ECF;J?D=�?:;EBE=?;I��0>?B;�?J�?I�IJ?BB�J>;�CEIJ�JHKIJ;:�8H7D9>�?D�=EL;HDC;DJ	�7J�
B;7IJ�ED;�H;9;DJ�FEBB�>7I�?D:?97J;:�J>7J��C;H?97DIW�JHKIJ�?D�J>;�$K:?9?7B��H7D9>�<;BB�<HEC�7��
O;7H�
>?=>�E<����?D�J>;�B7J;����I�JE�����?D������ Another recent poll revealed that most respon-
:;DJI�������8;B?;L;:�J>7J�J>;�MEHA?D=I�E<�J>;�.�,��,KFH;C;��EKHJ�I>EKB:�8;�CEH;�JH7DIF7H;DJ���

0>7J;L;H� J>;� B7J;IJ�FEBBI� IK==;IJ�78EKJ��C;H?97DIW�EL;HM>;BC?D=�:?I7FFHEL7B�E<� J>;?H� <;:;H7B�
=EL;HDC;DJ	� J>;I;� I7C;� FEBBI� <H;GK;DJBO� >?=>B?=>J� ED;� E<� J>;� =H;7J;IJ� 9EDJH7:?9J?EDI� E<� EKH� 
:;CE9H79O���I��C;H?97DI	�M;�JOF?97BBO�>7J;��ED=H;II�M>?B;�BEL?D=�EKH�F7HJ?9KB7H��ED=H;IIC;D��� 
�ECCEDBO� H;<;HH;:� JE�7I� J>;� ;DDE�*7H7:EN	� J>?I�F>;DEC;DED� ?I�7B?L;�7D:�M;BB� ?D�)AB7>EC7	�
M>;H;� ?D����8EJ>�.�,��,;D7JEHI�-EC��E8KHD�7D:�$?C�#D>E<;�=7HD;H;:�IEC;�E<� J>;?H�>?=>;IJ�
7FFHEL7B� H7J?D=I	� ������ 7D:� ���	� H;IF;9J?L;BO	��� M>?B;� �ED=H;II� IK<<;H;:� IEC;� E<� ?JI� BEM;IJ� 
7FFHEL7B�H7J?D=I�?D�?JI�>?IJEHO�7I�7D�?DIJ?JKJ?ED�

,?C?B7HBO	� IJ7J;� 7D:� BE97B� =EL;HDC;DJI� =;D;H7BBO� I;;C� JE� <7H;�CK9>� 8;JJ;H� J>7D� J>;?H� <;:;H7B� 
=EL;HDC;DJ�9EKDJ;HF7HJI�?D�C7DO�FK8B?9�EF?D?ED�IKHL;OI�� EH�;N7CFB;	�!7BBKF�H;FEHJI�J>7J��C;H?97DI�
;NFH;II;:�7�=H;7J�:;7B�EH�<7?H�7CEKDJ�E<�JHKIJ�?D�J>;?H�IJ7J;�������7D:�BE97B�������=EL;HDC;DJI�
in 2012,���ED9;�7=7?D�IK==;IJ?D=�J>7J�9?J?P;DI�7H;�CEH;�7FJ�JE�:?IJHKIJ�=EL;HDC;DJ�?DIJ?JKJ?EDI�
J>;�<7HJ>;H�J>;O�=;J�<HEC�J>EI;�?DIJ?JKJ?EDI�7D:�J>;?H�B;7:;HI��->;�IKHL;O�DEJ;I�IB?=>J�L7H?7D9;I�E<�
JHKIJ�?D�IJ7J;�7D:�BE97B�=EL;HDC;DJI�87I;:�ED�H;=?ED�7D:�FEB?J?97B�7<XB?7J?ED�

U�C;H?97DI�7H;�?D�7�8;JJ;H�CEE:�78EKJ�9ED:?J?EDI�?D�J>;�.�,��DEM�J>7D�7J�7DO�J?C;�:KH?D=�J>;�B7IJ�
J>H;;�O;7HI���D:�M>?B;�J>;?H� B;L;B�E<�I7J?I<79J?ED�7D:�9EDX:;D9;�?D�J>;�;9EDECO�H;C7?DI�8;BEM�
>?IJEH?97B�DEHCI	�J>;?H�JHKIJ�?D�IJ7J;�7D:�BE97B�=EL;HDC;DJI�?I�7I�>?=>�7I�?J�>7I�8;;D�?D�J>;�B7IJ�
decade.”��

Confidence in Corporations 

Some or Great Confidence  
in Corporations Rank

1

)%
5 51

51.8%72.3% 68.6%

,>EHJBO� 7<J;H� J>;� ��� XD7D9?7B� 9H?I?I	�'7H?IJ�
�EBB;=;� H;B;7I;:�7� IKHL;O� XD:?D=� J>7J�����E<�
respondents believed the moral compass of 
�EHFEH7J;� �C;H?97� M7I� FE?DJ?D=� ?D� J>;� MHED=�
direction.�� Fifty-two percent of those same  
H;IFED:;DJI�7II?=D;:�7� B;JJ;H� =H7:;�E<�;?J>;H�
U�V� ������EH� U V� ������M>;D�7IA;:�>EM�;79>�
would rank Corporate America for its honesty 
and ethical conduct.��

�;I9H?8;:�7I�J>;�UMEHIJ�C7HA;J�:?IHKFJ?ED�?D�FEIJM7H��C;H?97D�>?IJEHO	V�� there is little doubt that 
CEIJ�FEBBI�J7A;D�?CC;:?7J;BO�7<J;H�J>;�9H?I?I�H;Y;9J;:�7�I?C?B7H�B79A�E<�9EDX:;D9;�?D�.�,��9EHFEH7J?EDI��
�KJ�B79A�E<�9EDX:;D9;�?D�9EHFEH7J?EDI�?I�DEJ�D;9;II7H?BO�D;M�

�C;H?97DIW�9EDX:;D9;�?D�XD7D9?7B�?DIJ?JKJ?EDI�>7I�9EDI?IJ;DJBO�;88;:�7D:�YEM;:�EL;H�J>;�F7IJ�
<EKH�:;97:;I	� H;79>?D=�9EDX:;D9;� B;L;BI�7I�>?=>�7I���� ?D� J>;� B7J;����I� JE� BEMI�E<����� ?D�
2010.���->?I�B79A�E<�9EDX:;D9;�?I�DEJ�H;IJH?9J;:�JE�XD7D9?7B�?DIJ?JKJ?EDI	�8KJ�CEH;�8HE7:BO�;NJ;D:I�
JE�9EHFEH7J?EDI�?D�=;D;H7B�

)D�7�8H?=>J;H�DEJ;	�>EM;L;H	�FEBBI�IK==;IJ�J>7J��C;H?97DI�:E�DEJ�L?;M�7BB�9EHFEH7J?EDI�M?J>�;GK7B�
:?IJHKIJ��'EIJ�H;IFED:;DJI�I;;C�JE�:?IJ?D=K?I>�8;JM;;D�B7H=;�8KI?D;II;I�7D:�IC7BB�8KI?D;II-
;I�M>;D�;NFH;II?D=� J>;?H� B79A�E<�9EDX:;D9;����IKHL;O�9ED:K9J;:�8O� J>;�*;M�+;I;7H9>��;DJ;H�
I>EM;:�J>7J�EDBO�����E<�J>EI;�FEBB;:�D7J?ED7BBO�>7:�7�FEI?J?L;�L?;M�E<�B7H=;�9EHFEH7J?EDI	�M>?B;�
71% had a positive view of small businesses.70

->?I�D;=7J?L;�L?;M�E<�B7H=;�9EHFEH7J?EDI�M7I�9EDXHC;:�8O�7DEJ>;H�FEBB�9ED:K9J;:�8O�!7BBKF�ED�
$KD;��	������->;�!7BBKF�IKHL;O�<EKD:�J>7J�EDBO�����E<�H;IFED:;DJI�>7:�7�=H;7J�:;7B�EH�GK?J;�
7�BEJ�E<�9EDX:;D9;�?D�8?=�8KI?D;II	�8KJ�����>7:�7�=H;7J�:;7B�EH�GK?J;�7�BEJ�E<�9EDX:;D9;�?D�IC7BB�
businesses.71

5th 
Oklahoma ranked 5th in  
the nation for residents  
who have great confidence  
in corporations to do the 
right thing.

Photo credit: Daniel Smith, Director of  

Photographic Services, University of  

Central Oklahoma
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�J� XHIJ� =B7D9;	� �#+�&�� 7D7BOI?I� E<� �*,� :7J7� IK==;IJ;:� 7D� 7DEC7BO� 8;JM;;D� �C;H?97DIW� 7D:� 
)AB7>EC7DIW�9EDX:;D9;�?D�9EHFEH7J?EDI���99EH:?D=�JE�J>;��KHH;DJ�*EFKB7J?ED�,KHL;O	�������E<�
)AB7>EC7DI� H;FEHJ;:� J>;O�M;H;� L;HO� EH� IEC;M>7J� 9EDX:;DJ� ?D� 9EHFEH7J?EDI	� J>;� X<J>
>?=>;IJ�
H7DA?D=�7CED=�IJ7J;I�J>7J�F7HJ?9?F7J;:�?D�J>;�IKHL;O���<J;H�H;L?;M?D=�J>;�XD:?D=I	�>EM;L;H	�?J�?I�
;DJ?H;BO�FEII?8B;�J>7J�C7DO�)AB7>EC7DIW�9EDX:;D9;�?D�9EHFEH7J?EDI�7H;�I>7F;:�8O�J>;?H�?DJ;H79-
J?EDI�M?J>�)AB7>EC7�IC7BB�8KI?D;II;I�H7J>;H�J>7D�B7H=;�CKBJ?D7J?ED7B�9EHFEH7J?EDI	�I?D9;�������
E<� 7BB� )AB7>EC7� ;CFBEO;HI� 7H;� 9EDI?:;H;:� IC7BB� 8KI?D;II;I� �?�;�� B;II� J>7D� �� ;CFBEO;;I�	� 
799EH:?D=�JE�:7J7�FK8B?I>;:�8O�J>;�.�,��,C7BB��KI?D;II��:C?D?IJH7J?ED�72�->?I�9ED9BKI?ED�MEKB:�8;�
9EDI?IJ;DJ�M?J>�I?C?B7H�XD:?D=I�J>HEK=>EKJ�J>?I�I;9J?ED�J>7J��C;H?97DI�7D:�)AB7>EC7DI�=;D;H7BBO�
trust those institutions, whether public or private sector, in which they are more likely to have a 
closer, more personal relationship.

Confidence in Public Schools

Some or Great Confidence in Public 
Schools Rank

1

)%
14 51

79.0%95.2% 90.9%

�C;H?97DI� =;D;H7BBO� >7L;� B;II� 9EDX:;D9;� ?D�
FK8B?9� I9>EEBI� J>7D� J>;O� >7:� �� O;7HI� 7=E	� 
799EH:?D=�JE�7�D7J?ED7B�FEBB�9ED:K9J;:�J>?I�F7IJ�
IKCC;H��!7BBKF�H;FEHJ;:�J>7J�EDBO�����E<��C;H?-
97DI�>7:�7�=H;7J�:;7B�EH�GK?J;�7�BEJ�E<�9EDX:;D9;�
in public schools nationwide, exactly half the 
9EDX:;D9;� B;L;B� H;FEHJ;:� ������ M>;D� !7BBKF�
XHIJ�7IA;:�J>;�GK;IJ?ED�78EKJ�FK8B?9�I9>EEBI�?D�
1973 and a 5% decrease from 2011.73

';7DM>?B;	� 9EDX:;D9;� B;L;BI� <EH� FK8B?9� I9>EEBI� ?D� )AB7>EC7� 7FF;7H� JE� 8K9A� J>?I� D7J?EDM?:;�
JH;D:��(;7HBO�����E<�7BB�)AB7>EC7�H;IFED:;DJI� ?D� J>;�.�,���;DIKI��KH;7K��KHH;DJ�*EFKB7J?ED�
,KHL;O�M;H;�;?J>;H�L;HO�9EDX:;DJ�EH�IEC;M>7J�9EDX:;DJ�?D�J>;�FK8B?9�I9>EEB�IOIJ;C��)AB7>EC7WI�
9EDX:;D9;� ?D� ?JI�FK8B?9�I9>EEBI�H7DAI� ?J���J>�7CED=�7BB�IJ7J;I�J>7J�F7HJ?9?F7J;:� ?D� J>;�IKHL;O��
0>?B;�7�DKC8;H�E<�<79JEHI�C7O�9EDJH?8KJ;�JE�)AB7>EC7DIW�>?=>;H�J>7D�7L;H7=;�9EDX:;D9;�B;L;B�
?D�J>;?H�FK8B?9�I9>EEBI	�J>;�DKC8;H�E<�I9>EEB�:?IJH?9JI�?D�J>;�IJ7J;�C7O�8;�7�9EDJH?8KJ?D=�<79JEH��
)AB7>EC7�>7I�J>;��J>
>?=>;IJ�DKC8;H�E<�I9>EEB�:?IJH?9JI�F;H�97F?J7�M?J>�����I9>EEB�:?IJH?9JI	�
799EH:?D=�JE�7�H;9;DJ�H;FEHJ�?D�J>;�The Oklahoman.�� 

,?C?B7H�JE�EJ>;H�?DIJ?JKJ?EDI�M;�>7L;�;N7C?D;:	�)AB7>EC7DI�I;;C�JE�;NFH;II�CEH;�9EDX:;D9;�
in their local public schools because they tend to have closer, more personal connections to the 
?DIJHK9JEHI�7D:�7:C?D?IJH7JEHI�E<�J>EI;�?DIJ?JKJ?EDI���I�;N;CFB?X;:�?D�7�H;9;DJ�IJ7J;C;DJ�C7:;�8O� 
H;J?H;:�,9>EEB��E7H:�*H;I?:;DJ��;M7OD;�,JH;7J;H	�M>EI;�;DJ?H;�I9>EEB�:?IJH?9J�E<�(;M�&?C7�9EDI?IJI�
E<�����IJK:;DJI��U'EIJ�E<�J>;�A?:I�J>7J�=H7:K7J;�7J�7�I9>EEB�B?A;�(;M�&?C7�>7L;�B?L;:�J>;H;�7BB�
J>;?H�B?<;R�->;�HKH7B�I9>EEBI�7H;�H;7BBO�D;;:;:R�->;O�7H;�C7?DBO�J>;�>K8�E<�J>;�9ECCKD?JO�V75

Shared Responsibility

#J�C7O�DEJ�8;�FEII?8B;� JE�799KH7J;BO� ?:;DJ?<O�M>;H;� J>?I�:?IJHKIJ�EH� B79A�E<�9EDX:;D9;� ?D�C7DO�
E<�EKH�D7J?EDWI�B7H=;IJ�FK8B?9�?DIJ?JKJ?EDI�EH?=?D7J;I���KJ�JE�7�=H;7J�;NJ;DJ	�CEIJ�E<�J>;I;�FK8B?9�
institutions are led by men and women who were either elected or chosen by the very citizenry 
M>E�;NFH;II�9ED9;HD�78EKJ�J>;?H�JHKIJMEHJ>?D;II�EH�;<<;9J?L;D;II��-E�J>;�;NJ;DJ�J>7J�J>;�<;:;H7B�
=EL;HDC;DJ�?I�B7H=;BO�9ECFEI;:�E<�BE97B�9?J?P;DI�;B;9J;:�JE�H;FH;I;DJ�KI�?D�07I>?D=JED���	�7D:�
to the extent that corporate executives are hired by boards of directors chosen by shareholders 
like us, then perhaps we share some responsibility for the failures of these public institutions. 
0>?9>�B;7:I�KI�JE�7IA��"7L;�EKH�FK8B?9�?DIJ?JKJ?EDI�B;J�KI�:EMD	�EH�>7L;�M;�B;J�:EMD�EKH�FK8B?9�
?DIJ?JKJ?EDI�

We all have a responsibility, as individuals, family members, educators, and active members of 
IE9?;JO	�JE�7::H;II�J>;I;�9H?J?97B�?IIK;I�?DLEBL?D=�EKH�JHKIJ�EH�C?IJHKIJ�E<�J>;I;�FK8B?9�?DIJ?JKJ?EDI��
->;H;�?I�DEJ>?D=�MHED=�M?J>�;NF;9J?D=�CEH;�799EKDJ78?B?JO�7D:�JH7DIF7H;D9O�<HEC�J>;I;�FK8B?9�
?DIJ?JKJ?EDI	�8KJ�?J�IJ7HJI�M?J>�EKH�EMD�M?BB?D=D;II�JE�8;9EC;�CEH;�;D=7=;:�9?J?P;DI�?D�EKH�B?L?D=�
rooms, our classrooms, and our boardrooms.

91% 
of Oklahomans have some  
or great confidence in public 
schools, according to CPS data.

Photo credit: Daniel Smith, Director of  

Photographic Services, University of  

Central Oklahoma
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#D� ���	� J>;�  ?D7D9?7B� �H?I?I� #DGK?HO� �ECC?II?ED� H;B;7I;:� ?JI� XD:?D=I� 7D:� 9ED9BKI?EDI� 7I� JE�
J>;�97KI;�E<� J>;����XD7D9?7B�9H?I?I�7D:�H;9ECC;D:7J?EDI�ED�M>7J�IJ;FI�9EKB:�8;� J7A;D�JE� 
FH;L;DJ�7�<KJKH;�XD7D9?7B�9H?I?I��.BJ?C7J;BO	�J>;��ECC?II?ED�9ED9BK:;:�J>7J�J>;�9H?I?I�M7I�7LE?:78B;	� 
DEJ?D=� J>7J	� U->;�9H?I?I�M7I� J>;� H;IKBJ� E<�>KC7D�79J?ED�7D:� ?D79J?ED	�DEJ�E<�'EJ>;H�(7JKH;�EH� 
9ECFKJ;H�CE:;BI�=ED;�>7OM?H;R�-E�F7H7F>H7I;�,>7A;IF;7H;	�J>;�<7KBJ�B?;I�DEJ�?D�J>;�IJ7HI	�8KJ�?D�
us.”���#D:;;:	�J>;�<7?BKH;�E<�EKH�FK8B?9�?DIJ?JKJ?EDI�C7O�DEJ�B?;�;N9BKI?L;BO�?D�J>;�?DIJ?JKJ?ED�EH�;L;D�
the leaders of those public institutions but rather in those voters and shareholders who select and 
choose to retain those leaders.

CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION 

The C3 Plan: College, Career, and Citizen-Ready

->;� 9?L?9� >;7BJ>� :7J7� <EH� J>;� IJ7J;� E<� )AB7>EC7� >7I� H;L;7B;:� IEC;� ?CFEHJ7DJ� IJH;D=J>I� 7D:� 
EFFEHJKD?J?;I�<EH�=HEMJ>��0;�ADEM�J>7J�J>;�<KJKH;�E<�J>;�IJ7J;WI�9?L?9�>;7BJ>�H;I?:;I�?D�J>;�D;NJ�
=;D;H7J?ED��"EM�97D�M;�;D=7=;�EKH�OEKD=�F;EFB;�?D�J>;�:;CE9H7J?9�FHE9;II	�J;79>�J>;C�>78?JI�
E<� 9?L?9� 7D:� IE9?7B� H;IFEDI?8?B?JO	� 7D:� ?DIJ?BB� ?D� J>;C�7� 9ECC?JC;DJ� JE� 9?L?9� L?HJK;� 7D:� B?<;BED=�
B;7HD?D=��->;I;�J>;C;I�>7L;�8;;D�F7HJ�E<�7D�ED=E?D=�D7J?ED7B�;:K97J?ED�:?I9KII?ED��#D����	�
J>;�IJ7J;�E<�)AB7>EC7�>7I�H;L?I;:�J>;�*H;
%
���IE9?7B�IJK:?;I�9KHH?9KBKC�M?J>�7D�?DJ;DJ?ED7B�9EC-
mitment to civic skills.

,J7J;�,KF;H?DJ;D:;DJ�E<�*K8B?9�#DIJHK9J?ED�$7D;J�����7HH;I?�7D:�J>;�)AB7>EC7�,J7J;��;F7HJC;DJ�
E<��:K97J?ED�>7L;�:;L;BEF;:�7�CEH;�L?8H7DJ�7D:�H?=EHEKI�IE9?7B�IJK:?;I�<H7C;MEHA�<E9KI;:�ED�
9?J?P;DI>?F�B?J;H79O��U�O�J>;�O;7H���	V��7HH;I?�>7I�C7?DJ7?D;:�?D�J>;�D;M����*B7D	�U;79>�IJK:;DJ�
=H7:K7J?D=�<HEC�7D�)AB7>EC7�>?=>�I9>EEB�CKIJ�8;�9EBB;=;	�97H;;H�7D:�9?J?P;D�H;7:O�V77 C3 repre-
I;DJI�J>;�XHIJ�J?C;�?D�)AB7>EC7�J>7J�J>;�IE9?7B�IJK:?;I�9KHH?9KBKC�E<<;HI�7�I;7CB;II�<H7C;MEHA�
<HEC�*H;
%
���

�?L?9�ADEMB;:=;�?I�7D�?CFEHJ7DJ�F7HJ�E<�J>;�)AB7>EC7�,J7J;�IE9?7B�IJK:?;I�7D:�>?IJEHO�9KHH?9KBKC�
IJ7D:7H:I��#D9EC?D=�D?DJ>�=H7:;HI�7H;�H;GK?H;:�JE�9ECFB;J;�J>H;;�KD?JI�E<�>?IJEHO�7D:�9?J?P;DI>?F�
IA?BBI�?D�EH:;H�JE�=H7:K7J;�<HEC�>?=>�I9>EEB��,JK:;DJI�9ECFB;J;�ED;�KD?J�E<�.�,��>?IJEHO	�>7B<�KD?J�E<�
)AB7>EC7�>?IJEHO	�>7B<�JE�ED;�KD?J�E<�.�,��=EL;HDC;DJ	�7D:�>7B<�JE�ED;�KD?J�E<�EJ>;H�IE9?7B�IJK:?;I�

->;�)AB7>EC7�,J7J;��E7H:�E<��:K97J?ED�7:EFJ;:�J>;��ECCED��EH;�,J7J;�,J7D:7H:I�?D�$KD;�����
)D�$KD;��	���	�J>;�(7J?ED7B�!EL;HDEHI��IIE9?7J?ED��;DJ;H�<EH��;IJ�*H79J?9;I�7D:�J>;��EKD9?B�E<�
�>?;<�,J7J;�,9>EEB�)<X9;HI�H;B;7I;:�J>;�XD7B�L;HI?ED�E<�J>;�*H;
%
���IJ7D:7H:I�?D�C7J>;C7J?9I�
7D:��D=B?I>�B7D=K7=;�7HJI	�?D9BK:?D=�B?J;H79O�?D�>?IJEHO�IE9?7B�IJK:?;I	�I9?;D9;	�7D:�J>;�J;9>D?97B�
IK8@;9JI	�7I�F7HJ�E<�J>;��ECCED��EH;�,J7J;�,J7D:7H:I�#D?J?7J?L;���->;�?D?J?7J?L;�I;;AI�JE�UFHEL?:;�
7�9EDI?IJ;DJ	�9B;7H�KD:;HIJ7D:?D=�E<�M>7J�IJK:;DJI�7H;�;NF;9J;:�JE�B;7HD��->;�IJ7D:7H:I�7H;�:;-
I?=D;:�JE�8;�HE8KIJ�7D:�H;B;L7DJ�JE�J>;�H;7B�MEHB:	�H;Y;9J?D=�J>;�ADEMB;:=;�7D:�IA?BBI�J>7J�EKH�OEKD=�
F;EFB;�D;;:�<EH�IK99;II�?D�9EBB;=;�7D:�97H;;HI�V78�->;I;�IJ7D:7H:I�M;H;�:;L;BEF;:�M?J>�J;79>;HI	�
I9>EEB�7:C?D?IJH7JEHI	�9KHH?9KBKC�9EDJ;DJ�;NF;HJI	�7D:�EJ>;HI��->;�=E7B�?I�JE�FHEL?:;�7�9B;7H�7D:�
9EDI?IJ;DJ�<H7C;MEHA�JE�FH;F7H;�)AB7>EC7�IJK:;DJI�<EH�9EBB;=;	�J>;�MEHA<EH9;	�7D:�H;IFEDI?8B;�
9?J?P;DI>?F�� KBB�?CFB;C;DJ7J?ED�M?BB�E99KH�8O�J>;����
���I9>EEB�O;7H�79

#D����	�)AB7>EC7�H;L?I;:�?JI�IJ7J;�IJ7D:7H:I�<EH�>?IJEHO�7D:�IE9?7B�IJK:?;I��->;�D;M�9EDJ;DJ�
IJ7D:7H:I�;D9EKH7=;�J;79>;HI�JE�IF;D:�CEH;�J?C;�<E9KI?D=�ED�CEH;�H;9;DJ�F;H?E:I�E<�>?IJEHO�
B;7:?D=� JE� J>;�FH;I;DJ	� ?D9BK:?D=�I;C?D7B�;L;DJI�IK9>�7I� J>;�)AB7>EC7��?JO�8EC8?D=�7D:� J>;�
J;HHEH?IJ�7JJ79AI�E<��������::?J?ED7BBO	�IJ7D:7H:I�M;H;�?DJHE:K9;:�<EH�FIO9>EBE=O�7D:�IE9?EBE=O��
->;�IJ7J;�7BIE�?DJHE:K9;:�D;M�IJ7D:7H:I�7D:�E8@;9J?L;I�H;B7J;:�JE�IJ7J;�7D:�BE97B�=EL;HDC;DJ�
7D:�H;L?I;:�J>;�=;E=H7F>O�IJ7D:7H:I�JE�<E9KI�ED�>KC7D�7D:�9KBJKH7B�=;E=H7F>O��)AB7>EC7�7BIE�
?DJ;=H7J;:�J>;��ECCED��EH;�H;7:?D=�7D:�MH?J?D=�IJ7D:7H:I�<EH�>?IJEHO�IE9?7B�IJK:?;I�?DJE�9EDJ;DJ�
IJ7D:7H:I�<EH�>?IJEHO�IE9?7B�IJK:?;I�

���E<<;HI�J>;�9E>;H;D9O�IJEHOB?D;	�U->;� EKD:7J?ED	� EHC7J?ED	�7D:�-H7DI<EHC7J?ED�E<�J>;��C;H?-
97D�,OIJ;C�S�*EB?J?97BBO�7D:��9EDEC?97BBO	V�JE�?DJ;=H7J;�9?J?P;DI>?F�;:K97J?ED�?D�J>;�<EKH�9EDJ;DJ�

->;�IJ7D:7H:I�7H;�:;I?=D;:�
to be robust and relevant to 
J>;�H;7B�MEHB:	�H;Y;9J?D=�J>;�
ADEMB;:=;�7D:�IA?BBI�J>7J� 
EKH�OEKD=�F;EFB;�D;;:�<EH�
IK99;II�?D�9EBB;=;� 
and careers.

Photo credit: Daniel Smith, Director of  

Photographic Services, University of  

Central Oklahoma
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7H;7I�E<�IE9?7B�IJK:?;I��>?IJEHO	�=;E=H7F>O	�9?L?9I�7D:�=EL;HDC;DJ	�7D:�;9EDEC?9I��0?J>�J>;�=E7B�
E<�;:K97J?D=�J>;�D;NJ�=;D;H7J?ED�E<�?D<EHC;:�7D:�;D=7=;:�9?J?P;DI	�IJK:;DJI�M?BB�B;7HD�J>;�FH?D-
ciples of American constitutional democracy and civic responsibility.

0?J>� H;IF;9J� JE�9?L?9I�;:K97J?ED	� J>;�=H7:;�I9>EEB� O;7HI�E<�*H;
%� J>HEK=>�I;9ED:�=H7:;� <E9KI�
on the study of American democratic symbols and holidays, basic responsibilities of citizenship, 
DEJ78B;��C;H?97DI	�7D:��C;H?97D�B7D:C7HAI��#D�J>?H:�=H7:;	�IJK:;DJI�<E9KI�ED�)AB7>EC7�IJK:?;I�
J>HEK=>� J>;�9EDJH?8KJ?EDI�E<�IK9>�DEJ78B;�)AB7>EC7DI�7I�,;GKEO7>	�0?BB�+E=;HI	��B7H7�&KF;H	�
7D:�0?BC7�'7DA?BB;H�� 7� 9ECC;CEH7J?ED�E<�,J7J;>EE:��7O�ED�(EL;C8;H�����7D:� ?DL;IJ?=7J?D=�
J>;�>?IJEH?97B� I?=D?X97D9;�E<� IJ7J;� 7D:� BE97B� B7D:C7HAI	� IK9>�7I�+EKJ;����7D:� J>;�)AB7>EC7�
�?JO�(7J?ED7B�';CEH?7B�� EKHJ>�=H7:;HI�:?I9KII�H;=?ED7B�=;E=H7F>O�7D:�>?IJEHO	�IK9>�7I�9KBJKH;I�
E<�C7@EH�(7J?L;��C;H?97D�=HEKFI	��KHEF;7D�;NFBEH;HI�7D:�J>;?H�?DJ;H79J?EDI�M?J>�J>;�JH?8;I�J>;O�
;D9EKDJ;H;:	�7D:�J>;�?:;DJ?X97J?ED�E<�>?IJEH?97BBO�I?=D?X97DJ�I?J;I	�IK9>�7I�J>;�0>?J;�"EKI;�7D:�
*;7HB�"7H8EH�(7J?ED7B�*7HA�� ?<J>�=H7:;�<E9KI;I�ED�J>;�<EKD:7J?ED�E<�J>;�.D?J;:�,J7J;I	�?D9BK:?D=�
J>;�$7C;IJEMD�I;JJB;C;DJ	�J>;�:;L;BEFC;DJ�E<�DEHJ>;HD�7D:�IEKJ>;HD�9EBED?;I	�7D:�J>;�+;LEBK-
tionary War.

->;�C?::B;�I9>EEB�O;7HI�E<�=H7:;I�I?N�7D:�I;L;D�<E9KI�ED�J>;�=;E=H7F>O�7D:�9KBJKH;I�E<�J>;�M;IJ-
;HD�7D:�;7IJ;HD�>;C?IF>;H;I	�H;IF;9J?L;BO��!H7:;�;?=>J�9ED9;DJH7J;I�ED�J>;�97KI;I	�;L;DJI	�7D:�
?:;EBE=?;I�E<�J>;��C;H?97D�+;LEBKJ?ED�J>HEK=>�J>;��?L?B�07H�7D:�+;9EDIJHK9J?ED�;H7I	�?D9BK:?D=�
J>;�=;E=H7F>?97B�JH7DI<EHC7J?ED�E<�J>;�D7J?ED�J>HEK=>EKJ�J>7J�J?C;�F;H?E:���KH?D=�J>;�>?=>�I9>EEB�
O;7HI	�J>;�IJK:O�E<�;9EDEC?9I�<E9KI;I�ED�7FFBO?D=�:;9?I?ED
C7A?D=�CE:;BI�JE�H;7B
B?<;�;9EDEC?9�
I?JK7J?EDI	� 7� :?I9KII?ED�E<� DEDFHEXJI	� ?DJ;H;IJ� H7J;I	� 7D:� ?DL;IJC;DJI	� J>;�;N7C?D7J?ED�E<� J>;�
�C;H?97D�<H;;
C7HA;J�IOIJ;C	�7D:�J>;�HEB;I�E<�CED;O	�;DJH;FH;D;KHI	�J>;�.�,��=EL;HDC;DJ	�7D:�
the Federal Reserve.

"?=>� I9>EEB� .�,�� =EL;HDC;DJ� <E9KI;I� ED� J>;� <EKD:7J?ED� E<� J>;� .�,�� H;FK8B?97D� IOIJ;C� E<� 
=EL;HDC;DJ	�J>;�.�,���EDIJ?JKJ?ED	�7D:�J>;�FH?D9?FB;I�E<�J>;�.�,��IOIJ;C�E<�=EL;HDC;DJ	�?D9BK:?D=�
J>;�H;B7J?EDI>?FI�7D:�J>;�H;IFEDI?8?B?J?;I�8;JM;;D�D7J?ED7B	�IJ7J;	�JH?87B	�7D:�BE97B�=EL;HDC;DJI��
,JK:;DJI�M?BB�:?I9KII�J>;�9?L?9�:KJ?;I�E<�LEJ?D=	�I;HL?D=�ED�@KH?;I	�F7O?D=�J7N;I	�7D:�H;IF;9J?D=�J>;�
B7M��,JK:;DJI�M?BB�7BIE�7D7BOP;�>EM�J>;�=EL;HDC;DJ7B�IJHK9JKH;�FHEL?:;I�9?J?P;DI�J>;�EFFEHJKD?JO�
JE�CED?JEH�7D:�?DYK;D9;�J>;�79J?EDI�E<�J>;�=EL;HDC;DJ�7D:�>EB:�;B;9J;:�E<X9?7BI�799EKDJ78B;��
,JK:;DJI�M?BB�7D7BOP;�J>;�H?=>JI�FHEJ;9J;:�?D�J>;��?BB�E<�+?=>JI�7D:�J>;���J>��C;D:C;DJ�

"?=>� I9>EEB� 7BIE� <E9KI;I� ED�)AB7>EC7�>?IJEHO� 7D:� =EL;HDC;DJ	� IK9>�7I� J>;� <EHC7J?ED� E<� J>;�
IJ7J;�9EDIJ?JKJ?ED	�J>;�IJ7J;WI�=;E=H7F>O	�J>;�C7@EH�FEB?J?97B�7D:�;9EDEC?9�;L;DJI	�IK9>�7I�J>;�
 ?L;�-H?8;IW�7D:�*B7?DI�JH?8;IW�H;CEL7B�JE�)AB7>EC7	�J>;�;IJ78B?I>C;DJ�E<�C?B?J7HO�<EHJI	�J>;�-KBI7�
Race Riot, and oil booms and busts.80� #D�7::?J?ED� JE� J>;I;�9>7D=;I� JE� J>;�9KHH?9KBKC	�EKJI?:;�
=HEKFI�7H;�MEHA?D=�JE�?DJ;=H7J;�J>;?H�FHE=H7CC?D=�M?J>�J>;I;�IJ7D:7H:I��#DIJ?JKJ?EDI�?D�)AB7>EC7	�
?D9BK:?D=�J>;�)AB7>EC7��EKD9?B�<EH�"?IJEHO��:K97J?ED	�J>;�)AB7>EC7�"?IJEH?97B�,E9?;JO	�J>;�)AB7-
>EC7��97:;CO�<EH�,J7J;�!E7BI	�J>;�)AB7>EC7��7H��IIE9?7J?ED	�7D:�J>;�#DIJ?JKJ;�<EH��EDIJ?JKJ?ED7B� 
";H?J7=;�7J�J>;�.D?L;HI?JO�E<�)AB7>EC7	�B;7:�J>;�;<<EHJ�?D�FH;I;HL?D=�J>;�>?IJEHO�E<�)AB7>EC7�M?J>�
7D�;CF>7I?I�ED�9?L?9�IA?BBI�7D:�?DIF?H?D=�7�D;M�=;D;H7J?ED�E<�)AB7>EC7DI�JE�B;7HD�7D:�9EDD;9J�JE�
state history and citizenship. 

->;� )AB7>EC7� "?IJEH?97B� ,E9?;JO	� :;:?97J;:� JE� 9EBB;9J?D=	� FH;I;HL?D=	� 7D:� I>7H?D=� J>;� >?IJEHO�
7D:�9KBJKH;�E<� J>;�IJ7J;�E<�)AB7>EC7�7D:� ?JI�F;EFB;	� H;I?:;I� ?D� J>;�)AB7>EC7�"?IJEHO��;DJ;H	�
7����	
IGK7H;
<EEJ�B;7HD?D=�9;DJ;H�<;7JKH?D=�XL;�IJ7J;
E<
J>;
7HJ�=7BB;H?;I�7D:�J>;�+;I;7H9>�
�;DJ;H��)",��:K97J?ED��?H;9JEH�$7IED�"7HH?I�7D:�>?I�IJ7<<�MEHA�M?J>�J>;����,J7D:7H:I�<EH�J>;�,E9?7B�
,JK:?;I�?D�7�DKC8;H�E<�M7OI��->;�IJ7D:7H:I�>;BF�JE�=K?:;�;:K97J?ED�FHE=H7CC?D=	�B?L?D=�>?IJEHO�
FH;I;DJ7J?EDI	�;:K97J?ED7B�JEEB�A?JI	�X;B:�JH?FI�7D:�CKI;KC�JEKHI�� EH�J>;�C7@EH?JO�E<�IJK:;DJ�FHE-
=H7CI	����?I�KI;:�7I�7�JEEB�JE�:;J;HC?D;�7�FHE=H7CWI�KI;<KBD;II�JE�J;79>;HI�?D�C;;J?D=�797:;C?9�
E8@;9J?L;I�81 ->;�)AB7>EC7�"?IJEH?97B�,E9?;JO�9EEH:?D7J;I�)AB7>EC7�"?IJEHO��7O��"?IJEHO��7O�?I�7�
D7J?ED7B�9ECF;J?J?ED�J>7J�=?L;I�IJK:;DJI�7�9>7D9;�JE�9ED:K9J�H;I;7H9>	�?DJ;HFH;J�?D<EHC7J?ED	�7D:�
FH;F7H;�J>;?H�EMD�9ED9BKI?EDI�?D�KD?GK;�M7OI�J>7J�C;;J�J>;����E8@;9J?L;I��->;�=E7B�?I�JE�;D>7D9;�
IJK:;DJIW�9H?J?97B�J>?DA?D=	�;L7BK7J?ED�7D:�9ECF7H?IED	�7D:�FH;I;DJ7J?ED�IA?BBI��,J7J;�M?DD;HI�>7L;�
J>;�EFFEHJKD?JO�JE�FH;I;DJ�J>;?H�FHE@;9JI�7J�(7J?ED7B�"?IJEHO��7O�?D�07I>?D=JED	����82

History Day is a national 
competition that gives  
students a chance to  
conduct research, interpret 
information, and prepare 
their own conclusions in 
unique ways that meet  
the C3 objectives. 
Photo credit: Jason Harris



 25

SUMMARY 

0>?B;�IJHED=�7D:�FHEK:�?D�C7DO�M7OI	�)AB7>EC7WI�9?L?9�>;7BJ>�?I�?D�D;;:�
of some rehabilitation. 

)AB7>EC7�>7I� IJH;D=J>I� E<�M>?9>�M;� 97D� 7D:� I>EKB:� 8;� FHEK:��"EM;L;H	�M;� >7L;� :?I9KII;:� 
I;L;H7B�7H;7I�M>;H;�)AB7>EC7�<7BBI�I>EHJ�H;B7J?L;�JE�D7J?ED7B�JH;D:I��#J�?I�?CFEHJ7DJ�<EH�;79>�E<�
KI�JE�9EDI?:;H�J>;�HEB;�M;�97D�FB7O�?D�IJH;D=J>;D?D=�EKH�9ECCKD?J?;IW�9?L?9�>;7BJ>	�7D:�M>O�J>?I�
is such a critical endeavor. 

1. Civic health has been shown to be related to other important measures of a state’s 
health, such as resilience to recession and unemployment. NCoC’s research indicates 
J>7J�UF7HJ?9?F7J?ED�?D�9?L?B�IE9?;JO�97D�:;L;BEF�IA?BBI	�9EDX:;D9;	�7D:�>78?JI�J>7J�C7A;�?D:?-
L?:K7BI�;CFBEO78B;�7D:�IJH;D=J>;D�J>;�D;JMEHAI�J>7J�>;BF�J>;C�JE�XD:�@E8I�V83�->?I�H;I;7H9>�
7BIE�9ED9BK:;I�J>7J�IE9?7B�D;JMEHAI�<79?B?J7J;�J>;�FHE9;II�E<� @E8�I;;A?D=	�J>7J� ?D<EHC7J?ED�
?I�CEH;�7L7?B78B;�M>;D�C;C8;HI�E<�7�IE9?;JO�F7HJ?9?F7J;�?D�9?L?B�79J?L?J?;I	�J>7J�=H;7J;H�9?L?B�
F7HJ?9?F7J?ED� ?I� IJHED=BO� 9EHH;B7J;:�M?J>� JHKIJ� ?D� EJ>;H� F;EFB;	� J>7J� =EE:�=EL;HDC;DJI�7H;�  
7IIE9?7J;:�M?J>�IJHED=;H�9?L?B�IE9?;J?;I	�7D:�J>7J�9?L?9�;D=7=;C;DJ�<79?B?J7J;I�J>;�<;;B?D=�J>7J�
people are attached to their communities. 

2. Oklahoma’s civic health may be a reflection of other public health areas of concern. 
0;�C7O�9EDI?:;H�>EM�EKH�9?L?9�>;7BJ>�H;B7J;I�JE�IE9?7B�FHE8B;CI�7D:�>;7BJ>���0>?B;�)AB7>EC7�
>7I�?CFHEL;:�<HEC���J>�JE���J>�?D�J>;�D7J?ED�?D�EKH�EL;H7BB�>;7BJ>�H7DA?D=	�J>;H;�?I�7�BEJ�E<�
MEHA�JE�8;�:ED;���99EH:?D=�JE�J>;�����,J7J;�E<�)AB7>EC7�";7BJ>�+;FEHJ��7H:	�J>;�F;H9;DJ�
E<�)AB7>EC7DI�M>E�7H;�E8;I;�?I�����9ECF7H;:�M?J>�������D7J?ED7BBO��#D<7DJ�CEHJ7B?JO�?I�7J�
�����F;H���	�9ECF7H;:�JE�����D7J?ED7BBO��-EJ7B�CEHJ7B?JO�?I�7J�������F;H��	��9EC-
F7H;:�M?J>������D7J?ED7BBO	�M>?9>�;7HDI�KI�7D�U V�ED�J>;�����,J7J;�E<�)AB7>EC7�";7BJ>�
+;FEHJ��7H:�7D:�?:;DJ?X;I�)AB7>EC7�7I�>7L?D=�ED;�E<�J>;�>?=>;IJ�:;7J>�H7J;I�?D�J>;�D7J?ED�
(2011 report).�� 

#D�)AB7>EC7	�J>;�:;7J>�H7J;I�<EH�M>?J;I	�8B79AI	�7D:��C;H?97D�#D:?7DI�7BB�H;9;?L;:�7�=H7:;�
E<�U 	V�J>EK=>�J>;�"?IF7D?9�FEFKB7J?ED�?D�)AB7>EC7�H;9;?L;:�7�=H7:;�E<�U��V�,K?9?:;�?I�7J������
�F;H��	��9ECF7H;:�M?J>������D7J?ED7BBO��-;;D�<;HJ?B?JO�?I�7J������F;H����9ECF7H;:�
M?J>������D7J?ED7BBO��&79A�E<�>;7BJ>�?DIKH7D9;�9EL;H7=;�?I�7J�������9ECF7H;:�M?J>�������
nationally, and the poverty rate is 15.7% compared with 13.2% nationally.

->;������>?B:�0;B<7H;�&;7=K;�E<��C;H?97���0&���H;FEHJ�ED�)AB7>EC7WI�9>?B:H;D�<EKD:�J>;�
EL;H7BB�IJ7J;�FEL;HJO�H7J;�M7I������	�M?J>�9>?B:H;D�KD:;H����O;7HI�>7L?D=�7�H7J;�E<�������
�7=;I��
���� ������7D:�KD:;H���� �������� #D� ��	� D;7HBO� �	�)AB7>EC7� =H7D:F7H;DJI�
>7:�FH?C7HO�H;IFEDI?8?B?JO�?D�97H?D=�<EH�J>;?H�=H7D:9>?B:H;D���FFHEN?C7J;BO���	�)AB7>EC7�
J;;DI� �7=;I���
����M;H;�DEJ�;DHEBB;:� ?D�I9>EEB�7D:�M;H;�DEJ�MEHA?D=	�7D:���	�OEKD=�
7:KBJI��7=;I���
����M;H;�DEJ�;DHEBB;:�?D�I9>EEB	�M;H;�DEJ�MEHA?D=	�7D:�>7:�DE�:;=H;;�8;OED:�
>?=>�I9>EEB�85 

�99EH:?D=�JE�J>;�)AB7>EC7��ECC?II?ED�ED�J>;�,J7JKI�E<�0EC;D�H;FEHJ	�)AB7>EC7�9EDJ?DK;I�
JE�8;�H7DA;:�J>;�>?=>;IJ�E<�J>;���IJ7J;I�<EH�<;C7B;�?D97H9;H7J?ED�H7J;I���

3. Our level of civic health cannot be attributed to a single factor, cause, or person. 
->;H;�C7O�8;�7�87I?9�B79A�E<�?DJ;DJ?ED�M>;D�?J�9EC;I�JE�J>;�9?L?9�B?<;�E<�EKH�IJ7J;�� HEC�J>;�
D;;:�<EH�9?L?9�;:K97J?ED	�JE�C7A?D=�LEJ?D=�799;II?8B;	�JE�?D<EHC?D=�EKH�9?J?P;DI	�7D:�JE�;D=7=-
?D=�ED;�7DEJ>;H�?D�9ECCKD?JO�B?<;	�M;�D;;:�JE�IJH;D=J>;D�J>;�?DIJ?JKJ?EDI�7D:�EFFEHJKD?J?;I�
that nurture and enhance the civic life of our citizens. 

40,000 
Approximate number of  
Oklahoma grandparents who 
had primary responsibility  
in caring for their  
grandchildren in 2010.

Photo credit: Daniel Smith, Director of  

Photographic Services, University of  

Central Oklahoma



26   2012 OKL AHOMA C I V IC HEALTH INDE X 

CALL TO ACTION

(EM	� B;JWI� 9EC;� KF�M?J>� IEC;�M7OI� JE� 799ECFB?I>� J>;� FEI?J?L;� 9>7D=;� 
we all want. 

->?I�H;FEHJ�:E;I�DEJ�9B7?C�JE�>7L;�J>;�IEBKJ?EDI�JE�J>;I;�FHE8B;CI��#J�?I�?DIJ;7:�7�97BB�JE�79J?ED� 
:?H;9J;:� 7J� 7� :?L;HI;� 7K:?;D9;	� <HEC� J>;� >?=>;IJ
H7DA?D=� 7:C?D?IJH7JEH� JE� J>;� EH:?D7HO� 9?J?P;D��
�BED=�7D:�8;OED:�J>?I�9EDJ?DKKC�7H;�OEKJ>�7D:�;B:;HI	�J;79>;HI�7D:�IJK:;DJI	�MEHA;HI�7D:�8EII-
;I	�F7H;DJI�7D:�9>?B:H;D	�B;7:;HI�E<�9EHFEH7J?EDI�7D:�DEDFHEXJI	�;CFBEO;;I�E<�8?=
8EN�IJEH;I�7D:�
;DJH;FH;D;KHI	�F;EFB;�E<�;L;HO�H79;�7D:�;J>D?9�879A=HEKD:	�9?L?9�9BK8�B;7:;HI�7D:�C7OEHI	�7D:�
=EL;HDEHI	�9ED=H;II?ED7B�B;7:;HI	�7D:�F7=;I��

1. It is the responsibility of each of us to interact more purposefully with others.�->?I�
C7O�C;7D�8;?D=�?DLEBL;:�?D�J>;�B7MI�J>7J�H;=KB7J;�EKH�FHE<;II?ED�EH�=K7H:?D=�EKH�FHE<;II?ED�
<HEC�;J>?97B�7D:�B;=7B�?D9ECF;J;D9O��#J�C7O�C;7D�=?L?D=�7�H?:;�JE�7�D;?=>8EH�JE�J>;�FEBB?D=�
IJ7J?ED�EH�J;79>?D=�D;?=>8EH>EE:�A?:I�JE�F;79;<KBBO�H;IEBL;�7�9EDY?9J��#J�C7O�C;7D�8;?D=�7�
8;JJ;H�;N7CFB;�M>;D�9E79>?D=�B?JJB;�B;7=K;�EH�8;?D=�7�8;JJ;H�HEB;�CE:;B�M>;D�EH=7D?P?D=�7�
87A;�I7B;��#J�C7O�C;7D�8;?D=�7�8;JJ;H�BEI;H	�8KJ�;L;D�CEH;�?CFEHJ7DJBO	�JE�8;�7�8;JJ;H�M?DD;H�
S�ED;�M>E�?I�CE:;IJ�7D:�7�=EE:�IFEHJ��#J�C;7DI�:;C7D:?D=�9?L?B�:?I9EKHI;�?D�J>;�C;:?7�7D:�
;C8H79?D=�:?L;HI?JO�E<�J>EK=>J��->?I�C7O�C;7D�B?IJ;D?D=�JE�J>;�F;HIED�M>EI;�?:;7I�OEK�:EDWJ�
favor with as much intent as you would to those whose ideas you do favor. 

2. It is the responsibility of each of us to model, teach, or enable a richer civic life for 
others. It is the responsibility of each of us to design civic engagement opportunities 
across the educational lifespan of the citizens of our state.   

Parents and grandparents�97D�J7BA�JE�J>;?H�9>?B:H;D�7D:�=H7D:9>?B:H;D�78EKJ�7BB�I?:;I�E<�7�
FEB?J?97B�:;87J;��->;O�97D� B;J� J>;?H�9>?B:H;D�KD:;HIJ7D:� J>;� ?CFEHJ7D9;�E<�FEB?J?97B� ?IIK;I	�
>;BF�J>;C�IJ7O�?D<EHC;:	�7D:�CE:;B�=EE:�LEJ?D=�8;>7L?EH��)AB7>EC7�?I��J>�?D�J>;�D7J?ED�<EH�
J>;�DKC8;H�E<�=H7D:F7H;DJI� ?D� J>;� HEB;�E<� H;7H?D=� J>;?H�EMD�=H7D:9>?B:H;D��->;�)AB7>EC7�
,J7J;��=?D=�,;HL?9;I	�H;FEHJI�78EKJ�ED;�?D���9>?B:H;D�D7J?ED7BBO�?I�H7?I;:�8O�7�=H7D:F7H;DJ	�
8KJ�J>7J�DKC8;H�?I�78EKJ�ED;�?D�I?N�?D�)AB7>EC7�87

Teachers can address issues of policy in a nonpartisan way in the classroom so our youth can 
IJ7HJ�J>?DA?D=�78EKJ�J>;?H�9>E?9;I	�KI?D=�9H?J?97B�J>?DA?D=�JE�9EDI?:;H�?IIK;I	�7D:�?D9EHFEH7J;�
FHE8B;C�IEBL?D=�JE�C7A;�7�8;JJ;H�JECEHHEM��-;79>?D=�IJOB;I�I>EKB:�787D:ED�J>;�JH7:?J?ED7B�
C;J>E:�E<�B;9JKH?D=�7D:�?DIJ;7:�FHEL?:;�EFFEHJKD?J?;I	�IK9>�7I�J>EI;�FHEL?:;:�J>HEK=>�The 

Youth Empowerment Fund	�M>?9>�>;BFI�8K?B:�J>;�97F79?JO�E<�OEKD=�F;EFB;�JE�F7HJ?9?F7J;�7I�
:;9?I?ED�C7A;HI�7D:�<;;B�;CFEM;H;:�7I�9>7D=;�7=;DJI�?D�J>;?H�9ECCKD?J?;I�88 Curriculum 
I>EKB:�;CF>7I?P;�LEJ?D=�H?=>JI�7D:�9H;7J;�IJK:;DJI�M>E�7H;�U9?J?P;D
H;7:OV�8O�J>;�7=;�E<����
M>;D�J>;O�8;9EC;�;B?=?8B;�JE�LEJ;��,JK:;DJI�I>EKB:�>7L;�;NF;H?;D9;I�J>7J�C7A;�J>;C�<;;B�
@KIJ�7I�;N9?J;:�78EKJ�LEJ?D=�7I�J>;O�:E�M>;D�7DJ?9?F7J?D=�J>;�H;9;?FJ�E<�J>;?H�:H?L;HWI�B?9;DI;I�
7J�J>;�7=;�E<�����*H;�%
����:K97J?ED�M?BB�FB7O�7�9HK9?7B�HEB;�?D�J>?I�;D:;7LEH��#D�J>;�;7HBO�O;7HI	�
students can use these skills to consider the rules of the school and the classroom and later 
ED�J>;O�97D�7::H;II�J>;�?IIK;I�E<�J>;?H�I9>EEB�8E7H:	�BE97B�;B;9J?EDI	�7D:�B7H=;H�;B;9J?EDI��
->;O�97D�B;7HD�7J�7D�;7HBO�7=;�J>;�8;D;XJI�E<�8;?D=�?D<EHC;:�78EKJ�J>;�FEB?9?;I�J>7J�=EL;HD�
them so they can take those skills into adulthood.  

College campuses� 97D�E<<;H�EFFEHJKD?J?;I� <EH� 9EBB;=;�IJK:;DJI� JE�8;� ?DLEBL;:� ?D� J>;�=EL-
;HD7D9;�E<� J>;?H� 97CFKI�7I�M;BB� 7I�8;?D=� ?D<EHC;:�E<�7D:�C7A?D=�9>7D=;I� JE� J>;� ?IIK;I�
H;B7J;:� JE� H;=?IJ;H?D=	� LEJ?D=	� LEJ;H� IKFFH;II?ED	� 78I;DJ;;� 87BBEJI	� 7D:� FHEL?I?ED7B� LEJ?D=��
->;O�97D�=;J�?DLEBL;:�8O�?:;DJ?<O?D=�LEJ?D=�IJ7J?EDI�7D:�8O�;DIKH?D=�J>7J�IJK:;DJI�M>E�KI;� 
78I;DJ;;�87BBEJI�>7L;�J>;C�9ECFB;J;:�;<X9?;DJBO��,JK:;DJI�97D�7BIE�;D=7=;�?D�LEBKDJ;;H?IC�
7D:�I;HL?9;
B;7HD?D=�FHE@;9JI� JE� J?;� J>;?H� 9EKHI;MEHA�M?J>� J>;� H;7B
MEHB:�:;C7D:I�E<� J>;?H�
<KJKH;�;CFBEO;HI�7D:�IE9?7B�I;HL?9;�EH=7D?P7J?EDI��

College campuses can offer 
opportunities for college 
students to be involved 
in the governance of their 
campus as well as being 
informed of and making 
changes to the issues  
related to registering,  
voting, voter suppression, 
absentee ballots, and 
provisional voting.
Photo credit: Daniel Smith, Director of  

Photographic Services, University of  

Central Oklahoma
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Legislators�97D�KI;�J>?I�H;FEHJ�JE�=K?:;�:;9?I?EDI�78EKJ�<KD:?D=�7D:�FHE=H7CI�JE�?CFHEL;�
9?L?9�;:K97J?ED��->;O�97D�9EDI?:;H� B7MI� J>7J�9EDJ?DK;� JE�7BBEM�7BB�;B?=?8B;�LEJ;HI� JE�97IJ�7�
87BBEJ��->;O�97D�7BIE�9EDI?:;H�;NJ;D:?D=�;7HBO�LEJ?D=�7D:�C7A;�;7HBO�LEJ?D=�CEH;�799;II?8B;�

Businesses� 97D� FB79;� 7� =H;7J;H� ;CF>7I?I� ED� 9?L?9� ;D=7=;C;DJ� 8O� ;D9EKH7=?D=� 7D:�  
H;M7H:?D=�LEBKDJ;;H?IC	�7I�IEC;�8KI?D;II;I�?D�J>;�IJ7J;�>7L;�:ED;	�IK9>�7I�)%��->KD:;H	�
�>;I7F;7A;	�7D:��;LED��D;H=O��->;O�97D�7BIE�MEHA�JE�FHEL?:;�LEJ;H�;:K97J?ED�FHE=H7CI�7D:�
time off for employees to vote.

3. Voter education is an important piece of the engagement movement. With the institution 
E<�J>;�D;M�LEJ;H�#��B7M	�?J�?I�9H?J?97B�<EH�LEJ;HI�JE�KD:;HIJ7D:�J>;�D;M�HKB;I�7D:�J>;�<EHCI�E<�
799;FJ78B;� ?:;DJ?X97J?ED�?D�EH:;H�JE� B;=7BBO�LEJ;����FK8B?9�I;HL?9;�7DDEKD9;C;DJ�MEKB:�8;�
>;BF<KB��/7H?EKI�M7OI�JE�LEJ;�I>EKB:�8;�?:;DJ?X;:�IE�J>EI;�M>E�97DDEJ�LEJ;�?D�F;HIED�ADEM�
M>7J�J>;?H�7BJ;HD7J?L;I�7H;�7D:�>EM�JE�KI;�J>;C��;7HBO�LEJ?D=	�78I;DJ;;�LEJ?D=	�FHEL?I?ED7B�
LEJ?D=	�;J9����0EHA�I>EKB:�8;�9EDJ?DK;:�JE�;CFEM;H�C;C8;HI�E<�J>;�C?B?J7HO�JE�8;�78B;�JE�
LEJ;��!H;7J;H�KJ?B?P7J?ED�E<�EH=7D?P7J?EDI�M>E�7H;�9EDJ?DKEKIBO�MEHA?D=�JE�?D9H;7I;�B;L;BI�E<�
9?L?9�;D=7=;C;DJ	�IK9>�7I�J>;�)%�(7J?L;�/EJ;�����EH�J>;�&;7=K;�E<�0EC;D�/EJ;HI	�9EKB:�
H;IKBJ� ?D� LEJ;H� ;:K97J?ED� =K?:;I�� ->?I�C7O� ?D9H;7I;� LEJ;HIW� ADEMB;:=;� E<� 97D:?:7J;I� 7D:�
EJ>;H�87BBEJ�?IIK;I	�7D:�C7O�>;BF�M?J>�J>;�BEM�B;L;BI�E<�97D:?:7J;�9ECF;J?J?ED�?D�)AB7>EC7��
)AB7>EC7�97D�7BIE�9EDI?:;H�;NJ;D:;:�;7HBO�LEJ?D=	�I7C;
:7O�LEJ;H�H;=?IJH7J?ED�7D:�F7F;H-
B;II�EDB?D;�LEJ;H�H;=?IJH7J?ED�7I�7BJ;HD7J?L;I�JE�EKH�9KHH;DJ�IOIJ;C��->;I;�EFJ?EDI�>7L;�8;;D�
7:EFJ;:�8O�EJ>;H�IJ7J;I�7D:�>7L;�B;:�JE�7D�?D9H;7I;�?D�LEJ?D=�DKC8;HI��

4. Social media can be used to increase voter education, voter participation in debates 
and voting, and otherwise civically engaging people.� #J� >7I� 8;;D� H;FEHJ;:� J>7J� 8EJ>�  
H;=?IJ;H;:� 7D:� DED
H;=?IJ;H;:� 9?J?P;DI� >7L;� 9EDD;9J;:� EL;H� J>;� #DJ;HD;J� 7J� I?C?B7H� H7J;I�
�������7D:������	� H;IF;9J?L;BO��89� �EDI;GK;DJBO	� ?J�C7O� 8;� 7H=K;:� J>7J� J>;� #DJ;HD;J� >7I�
been and may continue to be used as a tool to connect people who are otherwise disen-
=7=;:���I�?D:?97J;:�FH;L?EKIBO�?D�J>?I�H;FEHJ	�IE9?7B�D;JMEHAI	�IK9>�7I� 79;8EEA�7D:�-M?JJ;H	�
provide avenues of increased communications between friends and family but also create 
J>;�FEJ;DJ?7B�<EH�IJH;D=J>;D;:�IE9?7B�9EDD;9J?EDI�M?J>�F;EFB;�?D�EKH�9ECCKD?J?;I	�EKH�IJ7J;	�
and across the nation. As the prevalence of social network sites continues to spread, it will 
8;9EC;�D;9;II7HO�JE�KJ?B?P;�J>?I�J;9>DEBE=O�JE�=E�8;OED:�J>;�JH7:?J?ED7B�C;J>E:I�E<�E<Y?D;�
;D=7=;C;DJ	�IK9>�7I�JEMD�>7BB�C;;J?D=I��0>?B;�?J�?I�JHK;�J>7J�DEJ�7BB�)AB7>EC7�9?J?P;DI�>7L;�
799;II� JE� J>;� #DJ;HD;J� EH� 7H;� 79J?L;� ED� IE9?7B�C;:?7	� J>?I� ?I� I?CFBO� 7D� 7::?J?ED7B� 7L;DK;�
J>HEK=>�M>?9>�9?L?9�;D=7=;C;DJ�C7O�8;�IEK=>J�

"7I�J>?I�H;FEHJ�:?IJH;II;:�OEK��,KHFH?I;:�OEK��#DIF?H;:�OEK���I�FHEK:�)AB7>EC7DI	�B;JWI�:E�M>7J�
M;�97D�?D�EKH�EMD�9ECCKD?J?;I	�I9>EEBI	�8KI?D;II;I	�7D:�=EL;HDC;DJ�JE�CEL;�J>;I;�H7DA?D=I��
0>7J�97D�OEK�:E��-E�I>7H;�OEKH�;NF;H?;D9;I�7D:�=;J�?DLEBL;:	�FB;7I;�L?I?J�MMM�K9E�;:K�7:F�

Photo credit: Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department
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TECHNICAL NOTES 
.DB;II� EJ>;HM?I;� DEJ;:	� J>;� XD:?D=I� E<� J>;� ���� )AB7>EC7�
�?L?9�";7BJ>� #D:;N�7H;�87I;:�KFED�7D7BOI?I�E<��;DIKI��KHH;DJ�
*EFKB7J?ED�,KHL;O���*,��:7J7�FHEL?:;:�8O�->;��;DJ;H�<EH�#D<EH-
C7J?ED�7D:�+;I;7H9>�ED��?L?9�&;7HD?D=�7D:��D=7=;C;DJ���#+-
�&��� 7J� -K<JI�.D?L;HI?JO�� /EBKDJ;;H?D=� ;IJ?C7J;I� 7H;� <HEC��*,�
,;FJ;C8;H�/EBKDJ;;H?D=�,KFFB;C;DJI����	����7D:�����	�
7D:� :7J7� 7L7?B78B;� <HEC� /EBKDJ;;H?D=� ?D� �C;H?97�� � /EJ?D=� 7D:� 
H;=?IJH7J?ED�:7J7�7H;�<HEC�J>;��*,�(EL;C8;H�/EJ?D=���+;=?IJH7-
J?ED�,KFFB;C;DJ�����7D:�������BB�EJ>;H�9?L?9�;D=7=;C;DJ�
indicators, such as access to information and connection to  
EJ>;HI	� 9EC;� <HEC��*,��?L?9��D=7=;C;DJ�,KFFB;C;DJ� ���	�
2010 and 2011). For these indicators, 2009, 2010 and 2011 
M;H;� 9EC8?D;:� M>;D;L;H� FEII?8B;� JE� 79>?;L;� J>;� B7H=;IJ
 
possible sample size to minimize error.

->;� I7CFB;� I?P;� <EH� LEBKDJ;;H?D=� ?D9BK:;:��	���� H;IFED:;DJI�
����7D:�EL;H���->;�9?L?9�;D=7=;C;DJ�IKFFB;C;DJ�?D9BK:;:��	����
in the sample.

Because the report draws from multiple data sources with  
L7HO?D=�;HHEH�F7H7C;J;HI	� J>;H;� ?I�DE�;N79J�C7H=?D�E<�;HHEH� <EH�
J>;�)AB7>EC7�I7CFB;��->;�C7H=?D�E<�;HHEH�H7D=;I�<HEC�Q�����
7D:� Q������  EH� IF;9?X9� FEFKB7J?ED� IK8=HEKFI	� J>;�C7H=?D� E<� 
;HHEH�?I�B7H=;H��
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CIVIC HEALTH INDEX

State and Local Partnerships
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